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God’s work in this world is in the way which He has chosen to reveal himself, His triune 

nature. The father promises, the son procures, and the spirit secures the work of God. The ground 

of the church is the triune God. The purpose of the church is the glorification and enjoyment of 

the triune God. Therefore, the church emerges out of the ground and purpose of God because He 

takes enjoyment in the way of the glorification of the church. 

Many today when asked to explain the idea and reality of the church of our Lord Jesus 

Christ would begin with a very clear and convincing account of the church invisible and the 

church visible. It may not be improper to speak of the church as characterized by attributes that 

are invisible; however, only God infallibly knows who are His and whom He has given unto His 

Son. No person could take a census of the elect or regenerate. The church itself cannot even do 

this. God alone sees the inward parts of a man and scrutinizes the heart. Man is not even 

permitted by God to do this but rather commanded to try the spirits, confess his faults one to 

another, and build up the brother (or sister) in the faith. This is the area of the perceptible fruit of 

the church member; the activity of man rather than the spirit of man. The terms "visible church" 

and "invisible church" are not well grounded in scripture and have lead in many ecclesiastical 

circles to abuse or misunderstanding. The church is better understood as administered upon earth 

wherein its many members minister to one another for the purpose of glorifying God. 

The church is everlasting, but it emerges in time- space history through the person of 

Jesus Christ and the apostles. The church is built on the foundation of the apostles with Jesus 

Christ as the chief cornerstone (Eph. 2:20). The apostles are foundational to the church but only 

to the event that they were taught of God (Matt. 16:17) and lined up with the person and work of 

Jesus Christ as the cornerstone (16:22,23). 

The apostles are a strong foundation. The apostles are unique in that they were eye and 

ear witnesses of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:22). The apostles are powerful because they received the 

Spirit (John 20:22) and their very word is sharper than any two-edged sword. 

Those built on this foundation are in terms foundational for future generations, but only 

in as much as they also are taught of God (Jn. 6:45, Is. 54:13, Jer. 31:34) and in line with Jesus 

Christ. The church then can be viewed as a superstructure with many “generational tiers.” 

Today the superstructure of the church has many generational tiers. These tiers can be 

read of in church history. They are the many church fathers who have succeeded the apostles and 

have formed the basis for the church yet to come. These generational tiers have been forming 

throughout the ages and even include the history of denominations and individual congregations 

all around the world. Yet the church is more than a structure, it is personal. 

Church leaders are part of this superstructure and foundational to those for whom they are 

responsible before God. Men who proclaim the truth must do so in love (2 Cor. 5:14) out of 

holiness (Rom. 15:18, 1 Thess. 2, I Tim. 3:16) and in full dependence upon God in prayer (Rom. 

15:30). Parents and teachers are a part of the superstructure and also foundational. The apostle 

Paul reminds his spiritual son Timothy, that he has known the scriptures from childhood (2 Tim. 

3:14) and here parents and teachers are reminded of their responsibility regarding the covenant 

children of the church. Every member of the church is called to activity in the Biblical 

injunction, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 



The church is yet under construction. This is a process which will one day be complete. It 

is out of the ground and purpose of God that the church has emerged and come into being. When 

this church is fully glorified, we shall be a part of the vision of Rev. 7:21 and 22 because God 

will enjoy this and be glorified everlastingly. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“. . . the primary objective of our quiet time should be fellowship with God - developing a 

personal relationship with him and growing in our devotion to him.” 

-p. 78, "The Practice of Godliness" by Jerry Bridges, Navpress 1983 
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