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You all know the parable. A farmer had two sons. One day the younger son asked his 

father for his inheritance, and after receiving it, he spent it on riotous living. Being hungry and 

broke, he decided to return home and to ask his father to take him back as a servant. But the 

father refused. Instead, the father took him back as his son, restoring to him his place in the 

family. 

This is a beautiful truth: God has done that to us! We are God’s children! He is our 

Father! Does that matter to you? 

Sinclair Ferguson is a conservative evangelical Christian who stands in the Presbyterian 

tradition. In this book, he develops the truth that we are God's sons, not only His servants. He is 

orthodox in his development of this truth; he realizes that God is not, nor does He wish to be, the 

father of all men, but is the father only of those whom He has saved. 

The fact that we are God’s sons means that we have been born; else we would not exist 

(obviously to be a child one must exist). We have been adopted; else we could not be called 

children (by nature we are children of wrath, not of God - cf. Ephesians 2:3ff.) And because we 

are sons, we will receive an inheritance from our Father - a perfect life in heaven, which life we 

begin to live now on earth by being at the same time conformists and nonconformists: 

conforming to Christ and God, and not conforming to the world. 

Yes, we are nonconformists to the world. He who does conform to the world has not 

conformed to Christ. He is not God’s child; God is not his Father. Does that matter to you? 

Ferguson makes the doctrine which he develops very practical. If God is our Father, we 

are members of His family. We have brothers and sisters who are also His children. So this 

doctrine affects all aspects of our spiritual family life and thus all aspects of our walk on earth as 

Christians. Our Father rules the family: His Word is law. As children, we had better know that 

Word. He talks to us in love. As children, we must talk back to Him in prayer. He disciplines us 

when we do wrong. As children, we must submit to such discipline, knowing that He does it out 

of love for us, and in order to mold us to be the person He wants us to be. But He is not a slave 

master, and we are not slaves. He is our friend and our Father, and we are His friends and His 

children. And so He gives us an immense amount of freedom to do as we please, as long as it 

glorifies Him. And in all that we do, in every way in which we exercise that freedom, we must 

remember that we are free only because He is our Father. 

The great strength of this book is its application of Scripture’s teaching about adoption to 

our everyday life. This makes it an ideal devotional work. If after reading it one is not more 

deeply conscious of the special relationship in which he stands to God, with all that that 

relationship implies, he has not understood what he read. 
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