
Watching Daily at My Gates 
Editor 

 
"Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the post of my 

doors. For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord." Prov. 8:34-35 

This rubric, a devotional guide, is named appropriately after this verse in Proverbs. May 

you watch daily by conversing with God. 

You ask: 

Is this for me? It was a big part of Christ's life! "And in the morning, rising up a great 

while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed." (Mk. 1:35) 

Should this consume my life? "Pray without ceasing." (I Th. 5:17) "Seek the Lord and his 

strength, seek his face continually." (I Chr. 16:11) "Ask, and it shall be given unto you; seek and 

ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you;" (Mt. 7:7) "And he spake a parable unto 

them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;" (Lu. 18:1) 

Will someone help me pray? "Likewise the spirit helpeth our infirmities: for we know not 

what to pray for as we ought: but the spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which 

cannot be uttered." (Rom. 8:26) 

Can I keep some favorite little sin in my heart and still pray? "If I regard iniquity in my 

heart, the Lord will not hear me:" (Ps. 66:18) 

Can He forgive my sins? "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (I Jn. 1:9) 

Will He answer my prayer? "And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will 

answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear." (Is. 65:24) 

"Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near:" (Is. 55:6) 

 

This year, Skip Hunter will be writing our devotional. Skip lives in Doon, Iowa with his 

wife, Barb, and daughter, Beth. Skip is the principal of North-West Iowa P.R. School and has 

been teaching there for the past fifteen years. He also leads a Bible study at Dordt College every 

other week, alternating with his minister, Rev. Dykstra. In his spare time, he enjoys gardening 

and umpiring softball and baseball games. Welcome to the BEACON LIGHTS Skip! We look 

forward to this study of God’s Word!  

 

Watching Daily At My Gates 
Skip Hunter 

 
January 1 

Ecclesiastes 12 January 1. A new year. For the many in the world a “new” 

beginning. For the child of God, a time to look over the past and look toward the 

future. Do it by remembering your Creator. You are strong and vigorous. Use that 

strength to remember Him from whom all blessings flow. Don’t just do it today. 

Remember Him every day and in every waking moment. Sing or read Psalter 244 

especially verses 1 and 2. 

 
 

January 2 



 Psalm 116           Young people do you fear death? The Bible passage of 

yesterday spoke of death as the inevitable end of all men. But sometimes death 

strikes more suddenly. Are you ready? Psalm 116:15 says that the death of the 

saints is precious in God’s sight. Why is it precious? Only because Christ has 

prepared for us a room in that house of many mansions. While God is pleased to 

give you life, live it fully and completely to His honor and glory. When He calls 

you or a loved one home, be thankful because another saint has been taken to 

glory. Sing or read Psalter 311 especially verses 1-3. 
 

January 3 

Psalm 84         The Lord’s Day! 0 blessed thought! That day of days! That day 

when we are able to take refuge from the cares and concerns of our everyday 

world. God has given to us a day in which we can gather with those akin to us in 

spirit. He provides us with our spiritual food through the preaching of the Word. 

We can join heart and voice with saints young and old to praise His name. Let us 

use the words of the Heidelberg Catechism and make this the beginning of the 

eternal Sabbath which we will have in heaven. Sing or read Psalter 348 especially 

verses 1-4. 
 

January 4 

Matthew 25:14-30    The first day of our school week or for some our work 

week. Each of us has a place in the kingdom of God. Our school work or other 

work is part of that calling. How we carry it out is our expression towards God in 

the way we carry out His calling for us. In Ecclesiastes 12 the last verse Solomon 

tells us that even the carrying out of study can be sinful and profitless if not done 

with a proper spirit. His last words are that in whatever we do we must do all to 

“Fear God and keep his commandments.” How will we carry out that first task 

today? Will we show ourselves true citizens of the Kingdom? Sing or read Psalter 

325. 
 

January 5 

Matthew 25:31-46     Judgment day! Are you scared? Sometimes I am. When I 

read Ecclesiastes 12:14, I tremble at the thought of every work, word, and thought 

being brought before Christ our judge. We confess that every Sunday you know. 

“From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead...” But then I look at 

that judge and I see a lamb. I see the Lamb of God who came to take away my 

sins. Then I am happy. Not that I can “sin that grace may abound.” No, I am 

happy because I have the opportunity to live a life of thankfulness yet on this 

earth. By God’s grace I can be happy. Sing or read Psalter 162. 
 

January 6 

Revelation 5      Singing! Do you want to join the choir which numbers 10,000 

times 10,000 and thousand of thousands? Are you practicing now? Handel’s 

“Worthy is the Lamb” will never be sung like that choir is going to sing God’s 

“Worthy is the Lamb.” Are you ready to take your place in that choir? You do not 

have to be a sweet singer of David to do it. You don’t have to have the range of an 

opera diva. You just need to have the love of God in your heart. He will take care 

of your voice. We can practice and must practice now. We must sing songs which 

are worthy of His praise. Sing or read Psalter 241 especially verses 1-3 and 6. 
 



January 7 

Psalm 23         A faithful shepherd! What a comfort! From little on we have 

been taught about that shepherd. Do you still think about Him as shepherd? We 

should. Christ is shepherd of lambs and sheep. When we read Psalm 23 we should 

breathe a sigh of relief. With Christ as shepherd we have nothing to worry about. 

He will guide us through all of life’s trials and joys. Sometimes he uses His crook 

to stop us in our ways. We need that. Sometimes He stands between our enemies 

and us. We need that too. Our cup of His blessings does run over. We have the 

beautiful assurance that goodness and mercy will follow us all the days of our 

lives. We also have the assurance that death is the entrance into His house. Sing 

or read Psalter 52. 
 

January8 

Proverbs 31:10-20 Friday night. Traditionally it is the night that young people 

use for dates. Young men what about that girl who will sit next to you in the car 

tonight? Is she the virtuous woman described in the verses above? If not; why 

not? If not; should you be meeting her tonight? It is not too soon to be thinking of 

such things. One of the positive outcomes of a date is marriage. Don’t you desire 

your marriage to be to one in the faith? Sing or read Psalter 360. 
 

January 9 

Psalm 122    It is the last day of our week. Tomorrow is Sunday. How are we 

spending today? Are we preparing for our day of rest from our labors? Will we be 

ready to spend tomorrow in God’s house? There is only one way we can be glad 

as we hear the call to go into God’s house. We must be ready for the call. As we 

sing the songs of Zion, we must be refreshed to do that. As we pray, we must be 

receptive to prayer. As we listen to the sermon, we must be ready to digest that 

spiritual food which our soul craves. Young people make yourself ready today. 

Sing or read Psalter 349. 
 

January 10 

Luke 11:1-10         Prayer is important in the life of all Christians. Prayer is a 

learned art. From very little, parents must teach their children to pray. But then 

young people must grow in the art of prayer. Even as the disciples said to Jesus, 

“Lord, teach us to pray,” we too must learn how to pray. Our Lord has given to us 

a model prayer. It is a prayer to be used as it was given, but it is also a prayer on 

which we base other prayers. Pray, young people, often. Sing or read Psalter 31. 
 

January 11 

Matthew 6:9-18     To whom do we pray? Simple question maybe with a 

simple answer, but do we think about that answer? When we say “Our Father” or 

“Dear Heavenly Father” do we stop and think about what we are saying? What is 

our attitude as we pray? Do we pray as if God is our buddy? Or do we pray as if 

God is God? There is a big difference. We must never bring God down to our 

level or raise ourselves to His level. God is God and must be addressed as such. 

Sing or read Psalter 14. 
 

January 12 

Revelation 22:12-21      We are instructed in the Lord’s Prayer to pray for the 

end of the world. Do we really want this world to end? If you are engaged to be 



married, are you willing to forego your wedding day? Are you willing to take as 

your groom Christ? Seniors are you willing to forget about graduation? These are 

just two of countless things we must give up when Christ returns. Are we ready 

and willing to face persecution and give up most of our earthly comforts because 

the day of the Lord is at hand? Please pray for His kingdom to come, and please 

pray for grace for all of God’s people to be willing for his kingdom to come. Sing 

or read Psalter 32. 
 

January 13 

Matthew 26:36-46      Jesus said to His Father “Thy will be done.” We know 

what this meant for Jesus. We, too, must say to our Father, “Thy will be done.” 

Do we know what this means for us? Are we willing to cheerfully and obediently 

walk in the Father’s will? According to the Heidelberg Catechism we must 

“renounce our own will.” That is not easy. As young people and adults we often 

feel that we must look out for number one. Number one usually is ourselves. 

When we make every decision in our lives, they must be made Deo Volente, The 

Lord willing. Are we willing to do this? Sing or read Psalter 150. 
 

January 14 

Proverbs 30:7-9     Our daily bread. We don’t consider it much except to 

complain about it. We have so much in this land and in this day and age. But we 

must because God commands us to think about it and to pray about it. Agur asks 

for a moderate amount of physical comforts. He wants to have enough so that he 

is not tempted to steal and he doesn’t want too much so that he is tempted to be 

proud in his riches. In all our physical comforts whether they be food, clothing, 

shelter, or transportation, we must be moderate in our desires. If we are moderate, 

we will find it easier to praise and worship Jehovah. Sing or read Psalter 209. 
 

January 15 

Matthew 18:21-35      Forgiving others. This is not easy for us who think we 

are number one. But yet God not only forgave us every one of the sins we have 

committed, are committing, and will commit; He has also provided the way and 

possibility of forgiveness in the death of His Son. Do we think about that when 

someone has wronged us? Or do we only look for revenge? Turning the other 

cheek is not the desire of the old man, but it must be the desire of the new man of 

Christ which resides in us. Pray for the ability and desire to forgive those who sin 

against you daily. Sing or read Psalter 83. 
 

January 16 

Job 2:1-10            The sixth petition is a hard one to consider. While we pray 

that God not deliver us up to Satan’s power, we also know He uses trials in the 

Christian’s life for the strengthening of his faith. Job was tempted by Satan, and 

tried by God. Even Job’s wife said, “Curse God and die.” Job seemingly had 

nowhere to turn, but yet he confessed,"...worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh 

shall I see God.” How could Job stand Satan’s temptations? How can we stand 

Satan’s temptations? Job and we can only stand by the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

Sing or read Psalter 390. 
 

January 17 



Revelation 7:9-17         It is fitting that on the Sabbath day we conclude our 

study of the Lord’s prayer with a grand doxology of praise. All things are God’s 

and Christ’s. And for Christ were all things created. All of our prayers must have 

this aspect of humbleness in them. All praise to God and Christ will be our 

experience in heaven, and it must also be our experience on earth as we prepare 

for heaven. Even as our Sabbaths must be a beginning of that eternal Sabbath in 

heaven, our prayers must be beginnings of our eternal prayer in heaven. Sing or 

read Psalter 374. 
 

January 18 

Deuteronomy 15:7-11         Giving to the poor. Is this a strange subject for young 

people to consider? I think not. God puts poor among young people. Young 

people have jobs and therefore a duty to assist those who need help. God gives the 

command of verse 11 to all believers; God also promises the blessing of verse ten 

to all believers. Pray for those in need and also help them. Sing or read Psalter 

113. 
 

January 19 

Jude       Young people do you fight for the faith? Last convention the topic was 

raised about the Christian soldier. What have you done since then? Have you 

resolved to put on the whole armor of God? Jude in verse three tells us to 

earnestly contend for the faith. How are we doing as we walk in the world around 

us? Are we active in such contending? Pray for this special grace to fight and for 

others to fight with us. Sing or read Psalter 407. 
 

January 20 

Isaiah 40:28-31     Verse thirty is striking. “Even the youths shall faint and 

be weary,” are not words which we by nature speak. Young people seemingly are 

full of vim and vigor. Yet the word of God says that even youths become weary. 

There is a spiritual weariness implied here. But God gives a great comfort in verse 

thirty-one. Reread that verse. Take it to heart and pray that you may wait upon 

Jehovah. Sing or read Psalter 72. 
 

January 21 

I Corinthians 6:1-8     Do you have a matter against a fellow believer? Will you 

do anything to get that believer so that you might come out ahead? Paul reminds 

us that we who are to judge angels must also take care of matters on this earth. 

How will we take care of these matters? Will it be by love or by the rule of me 

first? Love is powerful as 1 Corinthians 13 states. Love is also necessary in the 

church. Sing or read Psalter 371. 
 

January 22 

Ephesians 5:25-33      Friday night again. Young women, do you want a 

husband who will love you even as Christ loves the church? Who can be such a 

man? Is he necessarily the strong one? Is he necessarily the star of the basketball 

team? Is he necessarily the one who is handsome? None of those attributes are 

spoken of in Ephesians 5. A godly husband, if you desire one, can be identified as 

one who shows he loves God. Ask your date tonight if he loves God and ask for 

evidence of that love. If he doesn’t and you want a godly husband, demand that he 

take you home. Sing or read Psalter 360. 



 

January 23 

Daniel 3:13-18 I think the story of Daniel three is well-known to all 

Christians. Would the answer of verse 16 be ours? Would we have the confidence 

to answer as these three young men? Their faith was strong even in the face of 

terrible death. We need to study these words and pray for this faith. If we don’t 

we would bow; in fac,t we would not even have been brought to the king in the 

first place. Sing or read Psalter 87. 
 

January 24 

Acts 17:10-14       How is Young Peoples? You do go, don’t you? How is the 

discussion? Are there great periods of silence? Is the leader forced to preach or 

teach? The Bereans were more noble than the Thessalonians because “they 

received the word with all readiness of mind and search the scriptures daily.” 

How about us? Could the Holy Spirit say that about us? I hope so. The day is 

coming when meeting to study the Bible will be forbidden. Let us desire to be 

ready for those days by studying today. Sing or read Psalter 333. 
 

January 25 

Habakkuk 2         Habakkuk is prophet to Judah in the days before the captivity. 

He is concerned about the lack of godliness among God’s people. In chapter 2 

God answers him. In that answer are the battle words of the Reformation. “The 

just shall live by faith.” We, too, stand in a day of apostasy. We, too, must live by 

faith. We must pray that God will show us the way knowing that we can only 

walk the way by faith. Sing or read Psalter 187. 
 

January 26 

Philippians 4:4-9    Peace. Kind of a nice word. We hear it a lot. Do we 

desire the peace of verse seven? That’s a different peace than the peace of the 

world. That is a peace which helps the child of God through many difficulties. 

That is a peace which is not understandable without the aid of the Spirit. It is a 

peace that comes when everything is brought to God in prayer. It is a peace that is 

found when we search the Scriptures looking for God-given answers to our 

problems. It is a peace that is found only when we bow to those answers. Pray for 

it through Christ. Sing or read Psalter 8. 
 

January 27 

Ezekiel 2 What will be your future occupation? Ezekiel was given the 

occupation of prophet to wicked Judah. Ezekiel had been carried away captive, 

but yet he had the task of speaking the word of God to those captives. If you read 

the whole book, you will find many hard sayings which Ezekiel was required to 

speak. Are you ready to take on a calling that may make you unpopular? If you 

are not sure, consider Ezekiel and pray for God’s grace that He help you in 

whatever station in life He puts you. Sing or read Psalter 60. 
 

January 28 

Acts 28:11-15            Friendships. Do you have any? Do you want any? Are they 

valuable? Paul felt they were. As he was making his way to Rome, he had to 

realize that death could be near. Friends came out to meet him on the way. Paul 



thanked God for them and took courage to face what was ahead. Paul had friends 

because he was a friend. Are you a friend? Sing or read Psalter 24. 
 

January 29 

Genesis 39:1-6 How was your work week? Did it go well? Joseph could 

say things were going well even though he was a prisoner in Egypt far from 

home. Potiphar could see his obedience and the blessings of that obedience. 

Potiphar even saw that Jehovah was with Joseph. That’s quite something. I hope 

all the employers that I have had saw that about me. We need to pray that the 

world can see that we love God and are eager to serve him. We also need to pray 

that our actions speak louder than our words. Sing or read Psalter 26. 
 

January 30 

Hebrews 12:1-3 Saturday. Often a day of recreation. Many times that 

recreation includes sports. We often are participants or spectators of sporting 

events. The writer of Hebrews knew of man’s fascination with sports. He used 

this fascination to teach the church about our life on earth. He calls it a race in 

which we run. He tells us how to run and what the prize will be. He encourages us 

with the promise of Jesus. Are we running? Sing or read Psalter 35. 
 

January 31 

Proverbs 8:1-11 You have now read a month of meditations. Did you find 

wisdom in them? I hope so. I hope this not because I gave them, but because they 

were based on God’s word in which all wisdom is found. Your minister today, 

too, hopes that you find wisdom in the sermon. Again not because of his word, 

but because he brings Christ to you. Christ is true wisdom. We must desire that 

wisdom with all of our beings. That wisdom is far better than anything we can 

imagine on this earth. Let us make that our desire even on this day which God 

hallowed for us to worship Him. Sing or read Psalter 337. 
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