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In discovering God’s will for us, how much emphasis can we place on circumstances in 

our lives? If, for example, I was contemplating a large change in my life which involved moving 

to another part of this country, would the quick sale of a piece of real estate be an indication to 

me that it was God’s will that I move? 

Steven Lotterman 

 

I think it is true to say that each of us face this same sort of question in our own life. We 

often wonder, when faced with decisions and choices, what God’s will is for us in these 

situations. We confess and believe that God is sovereign, and that it is His will, not ours, that 

determines all things, but yet it is difficult to know at times what the will of God is. I think, 

therefore, that this is an important question, and that it will be useful to all of us to know both 

how we should and how we should not go about discovering God’s will for us in the many 

different circumstances and situations of our lives. 

To begin with I wish to point out that determining the will of God is a subjective 

exercise: it is something that is between the individual and God alone. It is also something that 

involves many factors. Our questioner, for example, would need to consider such things as 

church, family, and his occupation and calling in life, and often God reveals His will to us 

through all of these aspects, and not through one single circumstance. I therefore feel that it is 

not possible for me to answer my questioner directly, but simply to give guidelines which we can 

all use. 

Firstly, we will consider those things which we should not do. 

The chief way in which we do wrong is when we determine how God should answer our 

prayers and show us His will. We do this when we decide on the means that God should use to 

show us His will. We should not set up the circumstances which show us God’s answer, we must 

leave it up to God to reveal His will to us in His way. 

We must also guard against becoming mystical. Some do this by letting their Bible fall 

open to a text of Scripture, believing that this text will show them God’s will. This is wrong, for 

when we do this we are trying to force God to answer our prayers, instead of exercising patience 

and trust in Him. 

So how does God show us His will, and how should we seek to know God's will? 

God does reveal His will to us through the circumstances in our lives, and often this can 

be in the way that our questioner mentioned, or in some similar manner. However, we can also 

discover God’s will through other means, such as a sermon that we hear or through reading and 

meditating upon Scripture. God shows us His will in many different ways. 

Therefore, when we seek God’s will for us we must first of all pray to God to show us 

His will. We must then be patient, trusting that God will show us in His time, not our time, and 

in His way, not our way. And we must always be ready to hear God’s answer, for quite often we 

do not want to accept God’s will for us, just because it is not the answer we want or because it 

does not suit us. God is a gracious God to His covenant people, and He will not only show us His 

will, but He will also make it possible for us to do His will. 

Hopefully these few thoughts are useful, not only to our questioner, but also to others of 

us as we seek to understand and know the will of God for and in our lives. 



 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 52 No. 1 January 1993 

 


