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There are Christian young women, and sometimes older women, too, who at that point in 

their lives remain unmarried although many of their peers are either planning marriage or already 

married or sometimes already have children and are busy about the training of these children. 

Often the women in this unmarried state face a unique problem with loneliness, a problem which 

their peers and the rest of the church should not ignore. They feel that they simply “don’t fit’’ 

with the married women their age, that they are odd or weird or different…and often a 

communication barrier arises between these unmarried women and their married sisters in the 

church. 

Such a barrier should not, of course, exist. The fact is that unmarried women are neither 

superior nor inferior to those who are married; they have no impediments which have caused 

them to remain single; they rather have simply not (yet) been called by God into the marriage 

state and so have, for the time, a different service in the church from that of a wife and mother. 

The same thing is true for a married women who has no children. It is possible for her to feel 

greatly dejected and to allow her lack of children to become a barrier between her and the other 

women in the congregation. Or it is possible for the other women to feel such pity that they are 

embarrassed when with her to share their own joys and anecdotes about child-raising. But for 

her, as for the unmarried woman, the principle is the same: she is not inferior but has, for now, a 

different role of service in the church. 

The barriers of communication between such women fall away if the principle of love is 

maintained on both sides. The woman who lacks a husband or children must forget herself and 

be genuinely interested in her married friends, thankful for their experiences and joys, also 

vicariously sharing in their sorrows. I have experienced both when single and when married how 

meaningful and helpful such sharing can be. In the same way, the women who have husbands 

and children must be careful not to exclude the others but must respect them enough to share 

with them their experiences, also asking and receiving advice from them. Though they lack 

certain experiences, they need not be inferior in Godly wisdom, but often through unbiased 

observation and extensive Scriptural study have much to contribute to those women with 

husbands and children. We in the church need each other! 

Yet there is, nonetheless, a joy which results from motherhood as a “fringe benefit’’, more or 

less, and that benefit is a deepening of the communion of saints, a new form of sharing and 

caring. There is a whole new area of service to God, new in its joys, new in its problems, which 

is yet as old as the world and which involves pretty well every woman. As a result, the birth of a 

child brings a woman into a new kind of fellowship with the women of God’s church, a 

fellowship which often carries deep joy with it. 

How true this has been in my experience as I have borne children! My husband and I have 

had some difficult experiences with childbearing and have needed much help from the church 

women. But I found the women always ready and willing to help, coming to our home, 

babysitting our children sometimes for weeks, and sharing our problems in so many ways. What 

made this help so valuable was the concern and the communication which accompanied it. Their 

help was not grudging but genuine expression of the love of God for fellow believers. And the 

fellowship connected with it was beautiful. 



It isn’t only at moments of great need that childbearing brings the joy of fellowship. There is 

also between believers a joy of communication which results as we observe and discuss the 

principles of raising our children. While we may never allow our children to become the 

“legitimate” objects of otherwise “illegitimate” gossip (it’s a real temptation to hash over their 

sins with other parents, as many children know to their chagrin), yet we profitably discuss many 

aspects of childbearing. I have been in naturally-arising discussions on “How to teach prayer”, 

“How to teach catechism”, “How to Deal with Fights Between Siblings”, “How to Fight Pride in 

our Children”, “Is Competition Profitable?” and a host more of questions parents deal with. 

While we have to be careful not to give natural, worldly, non-Scriptural answers, such discus-

sions can lead us to Scripture for more insights, make us appreciate other saints more, and grow 

in the rich joy of Christian fellowship. 

I want to be careful not to distort the place of this joy. Certainly Christian fellowship does not 

demand marriage and children to exist or even to be genuine and rich. Christian fellowship is not 

based upon our similarities in situations of life; as Christians, the rich do not fellowship with the 

rich, farmers only with farmers, teachers only with teachers, parents only with parents. Christian 

fellowship is based on our mutual belonging to Jesus Christ as our Saviour. This bond in Christ 

supersedes all differences, creating close ties of spiritual love between members of different 

races, of different occupations, of different financial statuses; all differences fade away in that 

bond of love in Christ. And all fellowship in Christ is joyful. 

The fellowship of Christian parenthood is just one of the multitude of areas of Christian 

fellowship. All such fellowship is joy. But neither should the joy of fellowship between Christian 

parents be ignored. In many cases it is one of the first areas for Christian sharing to begin, and 

thus it becomes a steppingstone to other areas of Christian sharing. And, like fellowship in any 

other area, it is a real blessing and joy. It should occur. 

Christian women, let’s cultivate such Christian fellowship wherever possible. Begin already 

in early youth. Cultivate it during years of courtship. Treasure it wherever and with whomever 

you can find it. And when God gives you this joy of fellowship also in shall experience in 

heaven. Knowing connection with children, be thankful, that in the days of anti-Christ even this 

Such joy is also His gift to you to aid joy of Christian fellowship shall be you in your pilgrimage 

here below. It is scarce or totally removed, let us one small foretaste of the eternal treasure it and 

nurture it while it is fellowship of saints in God which we available. 
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