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There seems to be an abrupt change when we come to this fifth Beatitude. The first four quite 

clearly deal with what goes on in the soul of the citizen of the kingdom of heaven. He is poor in 

spirit, mourns over sin, is meek and hungers and thirsts after righteousness. Now we read of him 

as being merciful. And indeed there is a difference here between this Beatitude and the four that 

preceded it. Although it is not an abrupt and unusual change, there is this difference that we deal 

here with an activity that is not simply in the soul but must have an outward deed to be complete. 

A man can suffer shipwreck and be cast onto an island all by himself. There he can be poor 

in spirit, mourn, be meek and hunger and thirst even though there is no other person on the island 

with him. But he cannot be merciful, unless you mean mercy shown to a bird or turtle or the like. 

He must have a man with him to be merciful in the sense of this fifth Beatitude. He cannot show 

mercy to God, even though, if there is another human being there, he can show mercy before 

God. He cannot be merciful when all by himself. 

Yet we make a mistake if we take the position that we have an abrupt, unexpected change 

here in the series of characteristics of the citizen of the kingdom of heaven. We can and must 

expect that Jesus, as the Son of God, has logic and reason for the order in which He presents a 

series of items. And what we have here, beginning in the fifth Beatitude, is the behaviour and 

conduct of the citizen of that kingdom of heaven as he faces man. The first four dealt with the 

inner conduct of his soul as he faces God. And only when he faces God as the poor in spirit, as 

one mourning over sin, one who is meek before the sovereign God, and hungers and thirsts after 

righteousness will we find him exercising the mercy Jesus has in mind in this fifth Beatitude. 

There is therefore a close connection between the first four and the last three Beatitudes. Our 

attitude toward God comes first and is basic. When it is right, our attitude toward the neighbour 

will also be one of righteousness. In a sense we have in these Beatitudes the same pattern that we 

have in the law of God. First our love to God is set forth, and then love to the neighbour is 

spelled out for us. 

Consider then that mercy is an aspect of love, for it is love as it goes out to one in misery. 

Grace on the other hand is also an aspect of love, but now as it goes out to one who is 

undeserving. Mercy desires to deliver from the misery. Grace desires to give what is not 

deserved; and with God it is giving what is the opposite of what is deserved. And surely from 

both points of view' we can never speak of being merciful to God, Who has no misery but is the 

God of all glory. And we cannot give Him what He does not deserve, for all is His and He is 

worthy of all praise and thanksgiving. 

To be sure the Arminian heresy, which speaks of free offer of salvation to all who hear the 

gospel, and preaches not of an atonement made by Christ on His cross, but of a possibility of 

atonement becoming ours, if only we fulfill the condition of believing and asking for it, also 

presents a God Who is to be pitied, and has the misery of seeing the greater part of those whom 

He wants to save still go lost. He suffers big disappointments; and we had better pity Him, have 

compassion for Him and see if we cannot, in mercy to Him, get a few more to lessen His 

disappointment!! His love is being spurned. And we in pity for Him, as well as for our own 

good, better accept His kind offer. 

But if you know the God of Scripture, Who Himself declared in Isaiah 46:10, “My counsel 

shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure", and His Son said—and He cannot lie—“It is 



finished”. That is quite different from “I have made it possible, and now you must make it real 

by accepting it”. And He moved Paul to write, “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances which 

was against us. . . .” Colossians 2:14. It was then an accomplished fact and not a possible 

blessedness. I began a moment ago to say that if you know that God, you will realize that He is 

not to be pitied, and can have no mercy shown to Him. 

The mercy of which Jesus speaks is the mercy shown to man. Jesus’ parable of The Good 

Samaritan—which ought to be called the parable Of The Merciful Samaritan—reveals to us what 

mercy does. It has compassion upon men in misery and not only desires to relieve them but does 

what it can to ease the grief and pain. This mercy is shown to believers but also to unbelievers. In 

that parable the Samaritan did not first inquire about the nationality, the religious convictions of 

the wounded man; and neither must we. When there is a need, fill it. When you can help, do so. 

Negatively this mercy means that the citizen of the kingdom of heaven will not reach out to 

hurt his neighbor, and will not rejoice in his misfortunes, even though he knows that all the woes 

upon the wicked are the visitation of God’s wrath upon sin. Positively a man with that mercy will 

take the time, use his money, go out of his way to help all whose misery he sees and knows. 

But perhaps you say “Then there is a blessing for those that are outside of Christ. Then God 

does bless the wicked. For many ungodly, unbelieving people do marvelous deeds, spends great 

sums of money to help alleviate misery.” That is true. The unbelieving nurse in the hospital can 

be so concerned and do so much to relieve pain. In disasters men will give, and give and give 

some more to help their neighbors, and even people on the other side of the earth. And so it 

seems, the text teaches that there are blessings for the unbelievers who will show mercy to their 

fellow men. There is it seems, a “common grace” besides the saving grace of God! 

Let me therefore at once call your attention to the fact that in the Beatitudes Jesus speaks of a 

very special mercy, one that all men cannot exercise and do not have. One that is peculiar only to 

believers. One that unbelievers cannot show to their neighbors. How can I say that when Jesus 

simply says, “Blessed are the merciful” and makes no further qualification. Well, young people, 

there is a hard and fast rule of Scripture-interpretation that demands this position. As I pointed 

out before, these virtues mentioned in the Beatitudes all belong to the same person. They all are 

poor in spirit; all mourn over sin; are meek and hunger and thirst after righteousness. Now, we 

may not take the fifth Beatitude out of that context. It is a mercy shown by those who hunger and 

thirst after righteousness. It is not the mercy that parents have for their children in natural life. It 

is not the mercy that children have for their parents because they are their flesh and blood. 

Only that mercy receives the blessing of God’s mercy that is an aspect of love for God, and 

not one that is an aspect of a natural love of man for man. It is the result of seeing the neighbour 

as a creature of God and not simply another man, and as a creature God placed next to us in 

order that we may serve Him with a helping hand. It is doing what is right in God’s sight. It is 

doing that righteousness for which the citizen of the kingdom of heaven hungers and thirsts. If he 

has no mercy for his fellow men, he is not sincere when he says that he hungers and thirsts after 

righteousness. It is not merely pity for the neighbor but a work of love toward God. 

The mercy of the unbeliever is due to a miserable feeling he has in himself when he sees his 

neighbor in misery. But the mercy of the believer, although it too is due to a misery he feels 

when he sees his neighbor in trouble, is more. It is also due to the fact that it hurts him to think 

even of failing to serve God by relieving that misery of his neighbor when it is in his power to do 

so. And THAT is what makes it a good work, a work of love toward God. For it is an act of 

serving God and not merely helping mankind. The unbeliever so often performs his work of 

mercy in open evidence of his hatred against God. He curses and swears, questions God’s love, 



or denies it to be God’s visitation upon sin, ascribing it to fate, Mother Nature, and the like and 

so denies God. That surely cannot please God, and cannot by God be called a good work. It is 

not merely a question of what we do to serve mankind. It is a question of whether we serve our 

fellow man because we want to serve the Living God. It is not merely a question of whether we 

love our neighbor, but of whether we love him in a love toward God. 

That such “shall obtain mercy’’ means that God has compassion on them and desires to bring 

them out of their miseries—for we are all under the curse by nature—as soon as possible. I say 

“as soon as possible’’ not because there are things that limit God and keep Him from doing for a 

time what He wants to do, but because He has an eternal, unchangeable counsel according to 

which all things happen. Let me explain that to you young people. 

Certainly this mercy of God is shown us when we die. O yes, death comes in the mercy of 

God. We can see that when by death He ends the excruciating pains of one suffering terminal 

cancer. But it is just as true when a healthy, strong young man or woman dies in what we call an 

accident. Then He takes His own out of this vale of tears and sorrows and into heavenly glory. 

Paul teaches that when in Philippians 1:21-23 he states that “to die is gain”, and that to be with 

Christ “is far better.’’ But you see, that moment of death in that “accident” was no accident as far 

as God is concerned. It was planned to happen at exactly that moment, in that way and at that 

place. Before that moment it was impossible because of God’s eternal determination, not because 

He is limited by any creature or circumstance. 

But there is more. In mercy, in tender compassion for us He sent His Son into our world of 

suffering, showed no pity upon Him as He poured out the punishment of our sins until they were 

all paid for in full, raised Him from the dead, took Him up to His right hand in heavenly glory to 

work all things together for our good, so that at death we will obtain mercy that delivers us once 

and for all from all the curse. And then when His Son appears at the end of time we, in that 

mercy, obtain bodies that are incorruptible, undefiled, have all our tears wiped away and begin 

everlasting joy and happiness. 
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