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High School ought to be and often is the time when young people decide on their calling in 

life. If they are children of God’s covenant and consider their life’s work to be truly a calling, 

they will do this through prayer, seeking the Lord’s guidance in learning what He wants them to 

do. They will seek the help of their teachers and parents (and sometimes of their pastor or 

elders); they will try to judge as objectively as they can the gifts and abilities which God has 

given to them; and considering all these things prayerfully, they will make their decision. The 

decision is not and cannot be final, for circumstances may arise which cause them to alter their 

judgment. But a decision is made at least in a preliminary sense, because some hard choices have 

to be made concerning whether they want to continue their education or not; whether they want 

to look for a job or work at home. 

For boys the difficulties are great enough; for girls they are even greater. This article has to 

do with the problems which girls face in this regard. More particularly, the question of this 

article is: ought covenant girls to pursue a career after graduating from High School? That is, 

ought girls to continue their education in college with a view to entering a career? 

There are many aspects to this question and there are no easy answers. We shall explore a 

few implications which are involved in this matter and hope that, through further discussion, our 

covenant girls will have some guidelines in their decisions. 

The Scriptures do not speak directly to the question, although this is not to say that there are 

not certain implications of Biblical teaching which ought to guide us in our thinking on the 

matter. 

Scripture holds before us the fundamental truth that, normally and all other things being 

equal, young women ought to seek marriage so that their career is to be a wife and mother in 

Israel. Scripture holds before us the examples of many Godly women: Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, 

Ruth, Hannah, the virtuous woman of Prov. 31 and many others. In every case these women are 

mentioned in Scripture and information is given us concerning them so that they may serve as 

examples to covenant girls of the truth that a girl’s career is to be found in the home and in her 

family. She who helps her husband and cares for the needs of her children is indeed a virtuous 

woman, whose price is far above rubies (Prov. 31:10). The wife of a man who fears the Lord is 

as fruitful vine by the sides of the house (Ps. 128:3). Those who are the true daughters of Sarah 

are those who obey their husbands and call him lord (1 Peter 3: l-6). 

All of this runs counter to the thinking of a modern world dominated and influenced by 

ungodly feminism. The world, in its consummate folly and thinking that it knows better than 

God what the role of women ought to be, speaks of the fact that a woman can only fulfill herself 

if she seeks a career outside the home, and she develops her feminine potential to the full only 

when she is freed from the shackles of the home and the rearing of children. 

While the young women in the Church may sometimes be influenced by this type of 

thinking, it is godless and wicked. The role of women is rooted in the creation ordinance when 

God created the woman as a help meet for Adam and performed the first marriage ceremony and 

instructed our first parents to be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth. 

Motherhood is the God-appointed career of covenant women. There are few more noble 

callings and there are few higher responsibilities. If covenant young women will look at their 

calling from the viewpoint of Scripture and see the glories of motherhood as Scripture sets them 

forth, they will revel in their calling and count themselves extraordinarily blessed to be able to 



hold such a lofty position in God's covenant and the realization of His kingdom. 

The Hebrews well understood this, and girls were trained from earliest childhood on to be 

wives and mothers. In fact, almost all of their education was devoted particularly to this kind of 

training. Especially the faithful in Israel, who understood the blessedness of the privilege of 

bringing forth the seed of the promise saw to it that their girls were prepared for this great task. 

But having said all this, we have not told the whole story. 

There are other factors involved. 

Sometimes it happens that young women themselves have no greater desire, when they 

graduate from High School, than to marry and bring forth children. But year after year goes by 

and they are not asked for dates, nor are there any prospects of marriage. These girls begin to 

wonder whether their desire to have a place in bringing forth the seed of the covenant is to be 

denied them. 

Sometimes the reason why they never find suitable husbands lies in the lack of spirituality 

among the young men of the church. Sometimes young men, for many years after graduating 

from high school, are not interested in finding a Godly girl and in marrying. They are carnally-

minded young men who love the things of this present world. They want to earn money and they 

want to spend money on themselves. They want cars and radios, basketballs and skis, televisions 

and stereos, boats and airplanes. And a wife and family are too costly. They want to play 

basketball and baseball; they want to go to Colorado to ski or hunt and to the lake or ocean to 

swim; they want to be boss of their own time, and they are not interested in being “tied down” by 

a wife and children. This happens oftener than we suspect in the Church and it must be some 

kind of a barometer of the spiritual life of our young men. 

Other times young men turn their attention to girls, but they are more interested in what the 

world calls beauty than what God calls beauty. They are more interested in a girl who wears the 

latest fashions, who is “fast", who knows her way around, or who has “sex appeal", but they are 

very little interested in a Godly girl who will be a faithful and virtuous covenant wife and 

mother. 

The result of this is that young women in the church get left standing on the sidelines and are 

denied (some for many years; others for their entire life) the blessedness of motherhood — 

though their souls crave it. 

This sort of situation puts a girl who wants to marry and raise a family on the spot. She nears 

the end of her high school years and has had few or no dates. She begins to wonder whether she 

should not after all seek a career in the likelihood that she will remain unmarried. Other girls still 

hope, even under these adverse circumstances, that they will find a boyfriend when they are out 

of school and so will not have to wait too long until they can begin a covenant home. But year 

after year goes by and nothing happens, and so they decide that they had better return to school 

because it appears as if marriage is not open to them. 

There are still other girls who believe from the beginning of their high school years that they 

do not want to get married because they have other goals in life. They have the opportunity to 

date and they have the possibility of marriage as an option in life. But they choose a career 

instead. Is this wrong? Not necessarily. 

There are, Jesus says in Matthew 19, those who make themselves eunuchs for the sake of the 

kingdom of heaven, i.e., there are those who never desire to marry because they want to devote 

themselves to the cause of the kingdom. Marriage is not mandatory. No one is under the absolute 

obligation to marry. Such a one (young women included) may surely refrain from marriage in 

order to seek a career. But Scripture nevertheless makes clear that such a career ought to be in 



the service of the kingdom of heaven. What would our Christian schools be, e.g., if there were 

not Godly women who devoted their lives to the education of covenant children in the covenant 

schools which parents establish? 

It ought to be emphasized, however, that a young woman who chooses to be single ought to 

do this because she believes that Christ has called her to devote her life to special work within 

the kingdom. 

But what about those young women who are single not by choice but by circumstances? 

God is sovereign over all life, and he controls also these things. It may be that, though a 

young woman would prefer to be married, God does not prepare a husband for her. And it may 

be that God has done this to point such a woman to the fact that she must, after all, prepare 

herself for special work in the kingdom. It may be that she is mistaken in her desires, and she 

must learn, through prayer and waiting upon the Lord, to reconcile her will to the will of her 

Father in heaven. 

But it may be also that young women prefer to marry but never have the opportunity because 

of circumstances, but who do not necessarily seek a career. I have known such women too. They 

too are not to be despised in the Church. They have often (and we have examples in Scripture 

again for this) devoted their lives to helping others. We need only think of Phoebe, Dorcas, the 

women who served the Lord during the years of His earthly ministry. Theirs is a humble place in 

life, from a human viewpoint, but nevertheless important in the sight of God before Whose eyes 

the least are the greatest. They literally devote their lives to the care of the aged, the care of the 

poor, the teaching of Sunday School, the helping of those dependent upon them. This is not a 

“career” in the usual meaning of that word, but it surely is a noble work and calling in the sight 

of Almighty God. 

But the point is that careers belonging to women who do not marry are careers in which they 

can serve, with their own unique gifts the cause of God and the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
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