
 

Interview with Henry Hoekstra (1) 

Mark Hoeksema 

 

It is June 9, 2009, and I am interviewing Mr. Henry Hoekstra, a member of Hull Protestant 

Reformed Church. 

 

MHH:  Mr. Hoekstra, where and when were you born? 

HH:  I was born in 5/15, 1934, Boyden, Iowa. 

MHH:  Who were your parents? 

HH:  Peter and Florence Hoekstra. 

MHH:  Where did you grow up?  Could you tell me a little bit about your childhood, your youth, 

the family into which you were born? 

HH:  I’m the youngest of eleven.  Born on a farm by Boyden, Iowa.  As a matter of fact, the day 

before the house was demolished, I took a picture of it (laughter).  But, anyway, at the age of 

seven, my dad bought a farm by Hull, and we moved to Hull. I went to the country school there 

for half way through the third grade.  And when we moved to Hull, then we started in the Hull 

Christian school.  When I was in the country school—one teacher, eight grades, 32 students. 

MHH:  Wow!  And what type of farm did you live on? 

HH:  We lived on a rented farm.  It was a crop farm.  And they had livestock—hogs, dairy cattle, 

I guess that was it. 

MHH:  What was your church background, your church affiliation when you were young? 

HH:  All my life, I have been a member of the PR church.  I’m the only one that was a member 

in the PR church all my life.  My parents joined in 1932 or ’33.  When my twin brother Deek and 

sister Dorothy were born, they were baptized in the Christian Reformed Church, I think, in 

Sheldon, because my parents once upon a time lived by Sheldon.  Then they moved to Boyden.  

And then they joined the PR church, I think, in ’32 or ’33.  And my grandpa did, too.  He was a 

widower.  My grandma died in the Netherlands.  



 I always remember one remark my dad said; I wrote that down:  Grandpa Hoekstra’s 

comment was that when he came to the PR churches, “Now we hear what God does for his 

people in Christ.”  I thought that was remarkable (laughter)!   

MHH:  Apparently he was not used to hearing that? 

HH:  Evidently not.  He was a member in a Christian Reformed church before that. 

MHH:  So you went to catechism and to services in Hull? 

HH:  All my life. 

MHH:  Do you have any particular recollections as far as ministers were concerned and any 

events that happened when you were young?  Either positive or negative, it doesn’t matter what 

they are. 

HH:  We had a member—that was something I never forget.  He was a carpenter. They did some 

remodeling in the church, and they didn’t give it to him.  So he became angry, and he didn’t 

come to church anymore (laughter).  So, the consistory worked with him at length, (I don’t 

remember how old I was), but I remember that distinctly.  And pretty soon they worked with him 

and excommunicated him.  After that he wanted to become a member at the Reformed Church of 

America in Hull.  They wouldn’t take him until he apologized to confess the sin to our church.  I 

thought that was something.   

MHH:  That they honored our discipline? 

HH:  Yes.  They did.  That doesn’t happen today any more.  I remember hearing the letter.  I 

can’t say what it was, but it was a confession of sin.  And then they took him.  I thought that was 

really remarkable.  Today, they don’t even look at it.  They say, “Well, you’re all right.”   

MHH:  I can see why that would stick in your mind. 

HH:  I’ll never forget that. 

MHH:  I have never heard of that before. 

HH:  You never did? 

MHH:  No. 

HH:  It would be in the minutes of the Consistory all right.  I’m sure that that happened unless 

they didn’t take good minutes. Who was the minister then?  I think Rev. Andrew Cammenga. 

[Rev.] C. Hanko was minister when I was baptized.  I was baptized by C. Hanko.   



 What other thing can I remember?  Oh, yes.  When Rev. Andrew Cammenga was there, 

his son participated in a play in Western Christian [High School].  Got a protest about that, I 

guess.  Anyway, he read an apology off the pulpit that he shouldn’t have done that.   

MHH:  So that was certainly an issue way back then. 

HH:  It was. 

MHH:  That’s interesting. 

HH:  Other things.  I can remember sitting next to Rev. Ophoff.  I didn’t know who he was. He 

said, “It’s hot.”  I don’t know if it was synod in Hull or if it was a speech by your grandpa 

[Herman Hoeksema].  He was sweating like a horse.  And he’d “Mmm” (laughter). That was 

Rev. Ophoff.  That’s something I can remember of him. 

MHH:  That is interesting. Ophoff was a bit of a character, to say the least. 

HH:  That’s another thing I can remember. This was during the split [of 1953] time.  We went to 

Edgerton to hear Rev. Ophoff.  He was going to make a remark on something that was written in 

the Concordia, and he couldn’t find it. He said,“Doesn’t make any difference what Concordia 

says.  This is the way it is” (laughter).  

MHH:  Speaking of the split, I’m curious as to your recollection of not only the split itself, but 

of the events that led up to the Split.  You must have been at an age where you could 

understand…I’m interested in your thoughts. 

HH:  I can remember your dad was preaching a series on Hosea.  I’d like to hear him again 

(laughter). And I tell you, at the split, there was a lot of controversy.  My dad and Uncle John 

Sietstra and Hank Kuiper would get together once in a while, smoking their cigars and discussing 

it.  What was wrong with the conditional theology?  Oh, in those days if you weren’t a cigar 

smoker, you couldn’t even speak about theological anything (laughter).   

MHH:  So it was definitely a time of considerable discussion and debate. 

HH:  Yes, it was. 

MHH:  What about among the younger generation?  Was there unrest amongst the younger? 

HH:  I think there was. They were taking sides, so to speak.  It was accusation.  There was some 

unrest about that.  We stuck together, my cousin and I and my brother Pete.  But really getting 

into arguments, I don’t think we ever did that.   

 One time in catechism, I got into an argument with Rev. DeJong.  And he said, “I will 

have no arguing in this,” he said. “That’s enough.”  My cousin, Mark Boer, said, “We mayn’t 



argue with you?”  “Nope,” he says.  “If you want to argue, there’s the door.”  We all got up and 

walked out. 

MHH:  Really?  Wow. 

HH:  But we came back again.  My dad said, “You have to go back again.”  But my cousin Mark 

never came back to catechism.  No, he never did.   

MHH:  What was the subject of debate, do you remember? 

HH:  Predestination. 

MHH:  What was the argument about? What was the issue there as far as his teaching was 

concerned?  Obviously you disagreed with it. 

HH:  I had read your grandpa’s book, Predestination, the Heart of the Gospel.  That’s where I 

really got it out of that I argued with him a little bit.  It was really just a short, brief argument.  

He right away shut us down. 

MHH:  Did that make you suspicious at all? 

HH:  Oh, yes.  Because of all the discussion I heard from my father and mother and my uncles 

coming over. 

MHH:  What are your recollections concerning the split itself as far as the implications for the 

church, or the implications for your family or other families? 

HH:  Well, there were implications on a couple of my brothers, I guess.  Their wives wouldn’t 

come along.  You want me to talk about that too? 

MHH:  Sure. 

HH:  Well, neither one is living any more.  My brother Mart, my oldest brother, his wife was 

very bitter about it.  Matter of fact, her dad said to her, “If you don’t want to come along with the 

church, you just come home with me.”  I’ll never forget it, because I was working for him.  That 

was terrible, really. It was awful.  My brother Martin became very angry and really reprimanded 

him severely.   

 And the boys came over and said, “Yah, dad can’t sleep and he’s weeping because of 

what you said to him.”  “Good,” says Martin.  “He’s got something to weep about” (laughter).  

And he did, really.   

 And my brother John had a problem with his wife, who wouldn’t come along.  But the 

rest of the family didn’t.   

  



 And for the rest of the family, what shall I say?  The implications were that we studied 

and read a lot more about what was going on and studied scripture more.  It was an impetus to 

your spiritual life, too, because of what was going on.   

MHH:  Sometimes that happens at times of controversy. 

HH:  It does, it really does. 

MHH:  It makes people learn… 

HH:  That’s why I read that book of your grandpa (laughter). 

 And my family is all (thank the Lord for that) in the PR church even the grandchildren 

and great grandchildren—80 some, maybe close to ninety, I don’t know. 

 It’s not because of my faithfulness, but because God’s blessing, on my feeble efforts, or 

our feeble efforts, I’d better put it that way.    

To be continued… 
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