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Job 28-42; Genesis 12-24 

 

February 8 – Wisdom Without Price 

Read Job 28 

 Last August our family camped in the Rocky Mountains.  As we drove to a trailhead one 

afternoon, intending to hike to a nearby waterfall, we passed a gaping hole in the side of a 

mountain.  Aha!  This must be the gold mine that a camp volunteer had mentioned.  Early in the 

20th century, a man had come from the East, wintered in Denver, and spent seven summers 

digging with a pick and shovel near the base of Sheep Mountain, convinced that God had 

revealed to him that he would find gold there.  He never found any, but he left a six-foot tall, 

100-foot long hole as a testament to his desire to be rich.   

  Others have struck gold in the Rocky Mountains, but the treasure of wisdom cannot be 

mined with a pick or shovel.  Nor can it be bought with gold or precious gems.  As Job confesses 

in Job 28, Jehovah God himself is the source of wisdom, and in his son Jesus Christ “are hid all 

the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Col 2:3).  Does his precious word dwell in you richly 

in all wisdom? (Col. 3:16) 

Sing or pray Psalter #40. 

 

February 9 – Job’s Personal Testimony 

Read Job 29 

 Job gives his personal testimony in Job 29.  His testimony isn’t a dramatic conversion 

experience.  It’s a record of God’s work in and through him.  Job’s religion was pure and 

undefiled: his faith was evidenced by his good deeds.  In verses 12–16 Job proves that Eliphaz 

had falsely accused him of neglecting the poor, fatherless, and widows (see Job 22:6–9).  Unlike 

the counsel of his friends, Job’s counsel had been both highly valued and encouraging (29:22–

23).  He had enjoyed physical, familial, and spiritual prosperity (vv. 4–6).  His life was not 

without trials, but he directed his steps in the beam of God’s light even in those dark times.  Does 

his testimony seem self-righteous or boastful?  God agreed with Job’s self-assessment.  He had 



declared that Job was “a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil” 

(2:3). 

 Is your life consistent with your profession of faith?  Scripture teaches that if we are 

hearers of the word and not doers of it, we deceive ourselves: faith without works is dead.  Do 

you see a small beginning of that new obedience in your life?  Praise God for that assurance that 

your faith is a living faith (see Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 86 and 114). 

Sing or pray Psalter #79. 

 

 

February 10 – From Prosperity to Persecution 

Read Job 30 

 In addition to physical, familial, and spiritual wealth, Job had also enjoyed social 

prosperity.  Even among his elders, he had sat as chief (29:25).  “But now,” he laments, “they 

that are younger than I have me in derision” (30:1).  Job was no longer respected.  He was 

ridiculed, even by the lowest members of society.  Those who had been the recipients of his 

charity rewarded evil for his good. 

  Jesus taught that his followers would be hated by the world because we are not of the 

world.  We must be careful, however, not to give God’s enemies an occasion to blaspheme.  Like 

Job, we must have our “conversation honest among the Gentiles,” “in all things shewing thyself 

a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech, that 

cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing 

to say of you” (1 Pet. 2:12 and Titus 2:7-8).  “For what glory is it, if when ye be buffeted for 

your faults, ye shall take it patiently? But if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it 

patiently, this is acceptable with God” (1 Pet. 2:20).  

Sing or pray Psalter #300:1–3.   

 

February 11 – Pure in Heart 

Read Job 31 

 Throughout the book of Job, we’ve seen Job on the witness stand, pleading his case 

before the Judge, appealing God’s justice.  He has defended his godly conduct and implored, 

“Why do I suffer?”  Job concludes his testimony in this climatic chapter, chapter 31.  What’s 



striking about this chapter is Job’s emphasis on his heart.  Yes, he was faithful to his wife.  He 

treated his servants fairly and had mercy upon the fatherless and widow.  But these actions were 

not an outward show.  They flowed out of a heart that was guarded from covetousness and 

consecrated to God.  Job understood what the tenth commandment requires of us: “That even the 

smallest inclination or thought contrary to any of God’s commandments never rise in our hearts; 

but that all times we hate all sin with our whole heart, and delight in all righteousness” (H.C. Q. 

& A. 113).   

An honest evaluation of my own thoughts and motives compels me to pray, “Create in 

me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me” (Ps. 51:10).  Do you also desire to 

be pure in heart?  “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Matt. 5:8). 

Sing or pray Psalter #141. 

 

February 12 – Elihu Vents 

Read Job 32 

 As Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar debated, Job asserting his righteousness and Eliphaz, 

Bildad, and Zophar accusing him of wrongdoing, a young man named Elihu looked on.  He 

waited for the other men to finish speaking out of respect, for they were his elders, but now, in 

chapter 32–37, he voices his opinion.  Elihu is angry with Job for justifying himself rather than 

God (v. 2).  It seemed to him that Job valued his own reputation more than God’s.  Elihu is 

frustrated with Job’s three friends as well, for they were unable to refute Job’s defense or 

convince him of their perspective, but still they condemned him.  Interestingly, God later rebukes 

Job’s three friends, “for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right” (42:7), but he doesn’t 

say anything to Elihu.  Elihu’s name means “My God is he.”  And yet, although much of what he 

says is right, his motivation for speaking is lacking: he speaks that he “may be refreshed” (v. 20). 

 The next time you’re tempted to vent, pause first and ask yourself, “Will what I want to 

say minister grace unto its hearers?” (Eph. 4:29). 

Sing or pray Psalter #305. 

 

February 13 – A Mediator 

Read Job 33 



Elihu sets himself up as a mediator in Job 33, declaring that he speaks in God’s stead (v. 

6).  Job had said that he was afraid of God (9:34, 13:21).  Elihu reassures him, “My terror shall 

not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand be heavy upon thee” (v. 7).  Like Job’s three friends, 

Elihu asserts that God is just, but he offers a more sophisticated reason for Job’s suffering.  He 

suggests that God is not punishing Job but chastising him in order to incite repentance, which 

would result in restoration.  Unlike Eliaphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, Elihu claims that he isn’t 

intent on condemning Job: he desires to justify him (v. 32).   

Reading Elihu’s speech makes me thankful for our mediator and deliverer, Jesus Christ.  

Not only does he sympathize with us in our suffering, he is mighty to save us as well.  He 

doesn’t only desire to justify us: he justified us once and for all by the sacrifice of himself.  

When we walk in unrepentant sin, his word comes to us, “As many as I love, I rebuke and 

chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent” (Rev. 3:19). 

Sing or pray Psalter #47:1,4,7,10–11. 

 

February 14 – Elihu Persists 

Read Job 34 

 Elihu addresses Job less gently as he begins a second speech, challenging some of the 

statements that Job had made.  He ought to have had more compassion on Job, keeping in mind 

the anguish of body and soul that had compelled him to cry out as he had, but much of his 

theology is correct.  He contends that God is righteous, sovereign, and no respecter of persons.  

Although he declares that the ways of the Almighty are past finding out, he seems pretty sure 

that he understands those ways when he declares, “My desire is that Job may be tried unto the 

end because of his answers for wicked men” (v. 36).  In other words, Elihu doesn’t think that Job 

has learned whatever lesson(s) God is trying to teach him yet; therefore, he hopes his suffering 

continues.  As he gathers steam he seems to forget his earlier desire to justify Job.   

 Watching over this exchange is the Almighty, whose “eyes are upon the ways of man, 

and he seeth all his goings” (v.21).  “For the work of a man shall he render unto him, and cause 

every man to find according to his ways” (v. 11). 

Sing or pray Psalter #162.   

 

February 15 – Our Self-Sufficient God 



Read Job 35 

 At the beginning of Job 35, Elihu misrepresents Job: never had Job claimed that he was 

more righteous than God.  At the end of the chapter, Elihu suggests that God has not dealt with 

Job after his sins: he deserved even more severe suffering than what he already endured.  Elihu 

also implies that Job’s prayers are proud and insincere; therefore, God does not answer him.  In 

the middle of the chapter, however, Elihu accurately highlights an attribute of our heavenly 

Father.  Our God is self-sufficient, independent.    Rev. Ron Hanko writes about Jehovah’s self-

sufficiency in Doctrine According to Godliness: “Nor can anyone give anything to God.  Even 

when we “give” thanks, praise, and glory to him, we add nothing to his glory.  The salvation of 

the whole church adds nothing to his glory, but is only a revelation of the glory he already has in 

himself…”  Nor, as Elihu declared, can our sins hurt God in any way.  (They can certainly harm 

our neighbor, however, just as our good deeds may benefit him or her.)  

What a humbling truth!  Jehovah is everything without us.  We are nothing without him. 

Sing or pray Psalter #275. 

 

February 16 – Wisdom from the Weak 

Read Job 36 

 Job and his three friends had each made three speeches.  So had Elihu, but he begins yet 

another discourse in chapter 36 by entreating the patience of his audience: “Suffer me a little,” he 

says.  “I have yet to speak on God’s behalf.”  Earlier he had shown deference to his elders.  Now 

he reveals his true opinion of himself, “He that is perfect in knowledge is with thee.”  He then 

makes similarly simplistic claims about God’s justice that Eliphaz, Zophar, and Bildad had made 

(vv. 11–14).  What if you were in Job’s position?  Would you be offended by such an arrogant 

address?  Would you listen to anything else Elihu had to say?  In spite of his pompous claims, 

some of Elihu’s statements about God are true. 

The fact is that every member of Christ’s body is sinful, prone to self-righteousness and 

conceit.  Nevertheless, we’re called to counsel and to minister to one another.  Do you submit to 

the instruction and correction of your Christian brothers and sisters, particularly those whom God 

has placed in authority over you?  Do you bear patiently with their weaknesses and infirmities, or 

do you consider their sins grounds to disregard any wisdom they impart? 

Sing or pray Psalter #51. 



 

February 17 – The Sovereign Weather-Worker 

Read Job 37 

 Polite conversation in our culture often begins with an exchange about the weather.  

Perhaps that is because the weather is something we all have in common, a force greater than 

ourselves to which we all are subject.  Maybe this social convention is an unconscious 

acknowledgment of the God who reigns.  Elihu didn’t begin his speech with observations about 

the weather.  Instead, he ends that way.  More specifically, he closes by pointing to God, the 

sovereign weather-worker, who commands the climate according to his counsel.  This passage 

brings to my mind the final verses of Mark 4, in which the frightened, storm-tossed disciples 

awaken Jesus, who calms the wind and waves with a word.  What is the disciples’ response?  Not 

relief, but even greater terror!  “They feared exceedingly” (Mark 4:41).  They knew no mere man 

was with them in the boat. 

Of that Almighty God, Elihu concludes “He is great in power; justice and abundant 

righteousness he will not violate” (v. 23 ESV).  Therefore, he calls on Job—and you and me—to 

bow before him in godly fear.   

Sing or pray Psalter #211. 

 

February 18 – An Awe-Inspiring Answer  

Read Job 38 

The wisdom of Job and his three friends has been exhausted.  Now Wisdom himself 

speaks.  That the Almighty condescends to speak to Job is a gracious wonder.  Though gracious, 

he is still awe-inspiring, for he answers Job out of a whirlwind, challenging the assertions that 

have been made about him.  We might expect God to explain why a good man like Job suffers, 

but he never even broaches the topic.  Instead, he calls Job to consider who he is: the eternal 

Creator, the omnipresent Sustainer, the one who calls the stars by name and gives every living 

thing its meat in due season.  That Almighty God, the God of unfathomable power and 

incomprehensible wisdom, does not need to answer Job’s why.  Nor does he need to answer your 

why or mine. The knowledge that he is God, the one who is in heavens and does whatsoever he 

hath pleased, should be enough, must be enough, is enough.     



Is the knowledge of who God is enough for you, or do you clamor to know why with 

regard to the things that befall you in his providence?  

Sing or pray Psalter #260. 

 

February 19 – “Of Divine Providence” 

Read Job 39 

 God’s questions in Job 39 are rhetorical, his implication obvious: Man is unable to fully 

understand or completely control God’s creatures.  How then can he claim to comprehend the 

God who made them?  This chapter is reminiscent of the 13th article of the Belgic Confession: 

“We believe that the same God, after he had created all things, did not forsake them, or give 

them up to fortune or chance, but that he rules and governs them according to his holy will, so 

that nothing happens in this world without his appointment: nevertheless, God neither is the 

author of, nor can be charged with, the sins which are committed. For his power and goodness 

are so great and incomprehensible, that he orders and executes his work in the most excellent 

and just manner, even then, when devils and wicked men act unjustly. And, as to what he doth 

surpassing human understanding, we will not curiously inquire into, farther than our capacity 

will admit of; but with the greatest humility and reverence adore the righteous judgments of God, 

which are hid from us, contenting ourselves that we are disciples of Christ, to learn only those 

things which he has revealed to us in his Word, without transgressing these limits. This doctrine 

affords us unspeakable consolation, since we are taught thereby that nothing can befall us by 

chance, but by the direction of our most gracious and heavenly Father…” 

Sing or pray Psalter #288. 

 

February 20 – Overwhelmed 

Read Job 40 

God concludes his first speech in the opening verses of Job 40 by demanding a response 

from Job.  Job repents and then, overwhelmed by how insignificant he is in comparison to the 

Almighty, refuses to say anything further.  But God goes on to remind Job that not only does he 

reign over the natural world, he reigns in the kingdoms of men as well.  Not only is he alone able 

to behold every one who is proud, he also is the one who brings the proud low and treads down 

the wicked (v. 12).  If you were able to do this, Job, God says, then you could save yourself, too.  



God goes on to describe the behemoth, a real creature that was familiar to Job.  People have 

speculated about the identity of this animal, suggesting that it might be a dinosaur, elephant, or 

hippopotamus.  Its identification is inconsequential, however.  The point is that while no man 

dares approach this mighty beast, it, too, belongs to God and was created for his glory.   

Are you, like Job, overwhelmed by the Almighty?  Then you will find that your own self 

and sufferings grow dim in the light of his glory and grace. 

Sing or pray Psalter #405. 

 

February 21 – Leviathan 

Read Job 41 

 Some people attribute all suffering and sorrow to Satan.  God is good, they reason.  

Therefore, Satan must be responsible for the bad things that happen to good people.  But maybe, 

just maybe, God is able to make something good come out of them.  Sometimes those who think 

this way point to the book of Job to prove their perspective.  After all, it was Satan who wreaked 

havoc on Job.  But wait.  Who gave permission to Satan first to touch all that Job had and then to 

touch his bone and his flesh?  God.  God was sovereign over all Job’s suffering.   

What does that have do with Job 41, the chapter in which God describes leviathan?  Like 

behemoth, leviathan was a real creature.  Yet he was a fierce adversary of men.  He breathed fire, 

and his heart was like a stone.  No creature was prouder than leviathan.  Leviathan aptly 

represents Satan, our adversary, who one day will face the judgment of the God who reigns 

supreme.  “In that day the LORD with his sore and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan 

the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon that is in 

the sea” (Is. 27:1). 

Sing or pray Psalter #223.  

 

February 22 – The Conclusion of the Matter 

Read Job 42 

In this final chapter of the book of Job, Job repents “in dust and ashes.” Jehovah rebukes 

Job’s three friends, not for misinterpreting his word – some of what they had spoken was true – 

but for misapplying it and using it to accuse Job wrongly.  In turn, they also repent and bring an 

offering to Job.  Job pictures Christ, offering a sacrifice on behalf of those who had sinned 



against him.  Then God gives Job a double portion of his previous wealth, restores his 

relationships, and blesses him with ten more children.  Notice, though: Job repented while he still 

suffered.  His penitence was not driven by the desire for the restoration of his possessions or 

position. There are no grounds for a prosperity gospel here!   

What is the conclusion of this poetic book?  Job’s friends argued that suffering is a 

punishment for sin.  In light of God’s justice and his own righteousness, Job contended that his 

suffering couldn’t be explained.  Elihu maintained that suffering comes as chastisement.  But 

God taught them—and he teaches you and me—that the suffering of the righteous is a call to 

trust him, the Almighty, who works all things together for good to them that love him.   

Sing or pray Psalter #162. 

 

February 23 – …and You Will Be a Blessing 

Read Genesis 12 

 We return in our chronological reading of the scriptures to the book of Genesis.  Genesis 

11 records the rebellion of man in building the Tower of Babel and concludes by tracing the 

descendants of God-fearing Shem to a man named Abraham.  Jehovah had already 

communicated his covenant to Adam and to Noah.  Now in Genesis 12 he rearticulates his 

covenant to Abram.  God did not institute many covenants.  Rather, each of these instances was a 

distinct reaffirmation of God’s one covenant, which, as scripture states repeatedly, is everlasting. 

The covenant that Jehovah made with Abram was a promise to bless him.  Not only would he 

bless Abram the individual, however: he would also make Abram to be a blessing.  In him would 

“all families of the earth be blessed” (v. 3). 

In Galatians 3 the inspired apostle Paul commentates on God’s covenant with Abram, 

demonstrating that it is in Abraham’s see—Christ—that the blessing of Abraham comes on the 

Gentiles.  Have you received “the promise of the Spirit through faith”? (v. 14) Then you are 

blessed with faithful Abraham” (v. 9).  And you are called to be a blessing.   

Sing or pray Psalter #176. 

 

February 24 – Strife Between Brethren 

Read Genesis 13 



Abram left Ur of the Chaldees with his father, brother, and fatherless nephew Lot.  For a 

time they all lived in Haran.  Then God called Abram again to go to a land that he would show 

him, and again Lot accompanied him.  God had declared that he would make Abram to be a 

blessing.  Lot was the first beneficiary of that blessing.  He worshipped at Abram’s altars, and he 

shared the material prosperity that God had showered on his covenant friend.  But those riches 

led to trouble, as riches so often do, and Abram’s and Lot’s herdsmen quarreled.  To Abram’s 

dismay, this dispute was witnessed by their neighbors.  “And Abram said unto Lot, ‘Let there be 

no strife…between me and thee…for we be brethren’” (v. 8). 

How highly do you esteem the gift of Christian brotherhood?  “Christian brotherhood is 

not an ideal which we must realize; it is rather a reality created by God in Christ in which we 

may participate.  The more clearly we learn to recognize that the ground and strength and 

promise of all our fellowship is in Jesus Christ alone, the more serenely shall we think of our 

fellowship and pray and hope for it” (Bonhoeffer). 

Sing or pray Psalter #371. 

 

February 25 – King of Peace 

Read Genesis 14 

 Lot had lately pitched his tent toward Sodom, that exceedingly wicked city, and already 

Abram is compelled to come to his rescue.  The king of Sodom with four of his allies throw off 

the yoke of Chedorlaomer, whom they had served for 12 years.  Chedorlaomer and three of his 

allies descend from the northeast, win a decisive victory, and take for themselves the goods and 

citizens of Sodom, Lot among them.  Abram pursues Chedorlaomer, divides his 318 men into 

separate companies, attacks by night, rescues Lot, and restores Sodom’s goods and people.  

Abram was quick in his response and wise in his strategy; yet, as Melchizedek states, it was God 

who delivered his enemies into his hand (v. 20a).  Abram concurs, refusing to take any portion 

from the King of Sodom. 

 Melchizedek, the mysterious king of Salem, that is, king of righteous and king of peace, 

points to our high priest, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is our high priest forever after the order of 

Melchizedek, “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by 

him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them” (Heb. 7:25). In him we have the 

victory. 



Sing or pray Psalter #302. 

 

February 26 – By Grace Alone 

Read Genesis 15 

 Abram is troubled: God’s promise is not unfolding the way he thought it would.  But 

Jehovah maintains that he and Sarai will have a son.  He will be Abram’s heir, and Abram’s 

offspring will be as innumerable as the stars.  Abram believes Jehovah, who counts “it to him for 

righteousness.”  Abram was justified through faith, by which the righteousness of Christ, his 

Seed, was imputed to him.  And even that faith was gift (Eph. 2:8). 

 God then seals his covenant, employing a custom with which Abram was familiar.  (See 

Jer. 34:18–20.)  When two parties made a solemn covenant, they would walk together through 

animals that had been sacrificed and divided, signifying that death would fall on either if he 

broke the covenant.  God demonstrates to Abram that his covenant is all of grace and not at all 

dependent on human efforts, for while Abram sleeps, a smoking furnace and burning lamp pass 

through the divided animals.  The lamp shining through the smoke pointed to the Light that is 

given to the people who walk in darkness (Is. 9:2–6).  Jehovah established his covenant, 

faithfully maintains his covenant, and even gave his Son to die so that his covenant would stand.   

Sing or pray Psalter #243:1–3, 6–10, 15. 

 

February 27 – God Sees Me 

Read Genesis 16 

God’s promise was not unfolding the way that Sarai thought it would, either.  She 

recognizes that God is in control of conception and birth, yet she still determines to take matters 

into her own hands, and suggests that Abram take her maid, Hagar.  Abram acquiesces, and 

generations of heartache and trouble ensue, as is always the case when God’s laws regarding 

marriage and family life are disregarded.  Though an Egyptian, likely acquired when Abram and 

Sarai fled to Egypt during the famine, Hagar believes in Jehovah and understands that her master 

is God’s covenant friend.  When she conceives his child, Hagar understandably, though not 

excusably, becomes defiant.   Rather than acknowledge the evil fruits of her own lack of faith, 

Sarai deals so harshly with her pregnant maid that Hagar flees.  But God looks with mercy on 

this mistreated maidservant.  Hagar is witness to a theophany, an Old Testament appearance of 



Christ.  The Lord promises to multiply her offspring through the son that she will bear, but first 

he commands her to return and submit.  By grace, Hagar repents.  She turns around and returns 

home. 

What lessons from this chapter about faith and submission can you apply to your life?  

What comfort to be able to confess as Hagar did that “thou God seest me” (v. 13). 

Sing or pray Psalter #398. 

 

February 28 – Circumcision of the Heart 

Read Genesis 17 

 Jehovah institutes the sign of the covenant in Genesis 17, commanding that all males in 

Abraham’s household above eight days old be circumcised.  Why that sign?  Calvin suggests two 

reasons: “first, to show that whatever is born of man is polluted; then, that salvation would 

proceed from the blessed seed of Abraham.”  The fact that the sign was administered to 

Abraham’s children as well as to his servants pictured the reality that God’s covenant is with 

people from all nations and classes.  Circumcision was a visible seal of the righteousness that 

Abraham already had by faith (Rom. 4:11).  It was administered to “a secret part of the body; for 

the true circumcision is that of the heart” (Matthew Henry).  So God’s initial command to 

Abraham in Genesis 17 is this: “Walk before me, and be thou perfect” (v. 1). 

That command comes to us, too, for “the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and 

the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul, that you may live” (Deut. 30:6).  “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth 

any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature” (Gal. 6:15).    

Sing or pray Psalter #304. 

 

March 1 – I Know Him 

Read Genesis 18 

 Jehovah makes a beautiful statement about Abraham in Genesis 18:19: “For I know him, 

that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of 

the LORD, to do justice and judgement.”  In the previous chapter the Almighty God had appeared 

to his covenant friend and changed his name from “Abram,” which means “exalted father,” to 

“Abraham,” which means “father of a multitude.”  Now he appears to Abraham in human form 



and reveals his intent to destroy the city of Sodom.  That Abraham knows God is evident from 

the humble manner in which he addresses him, acknowledging that he is “but dust and ashes” (v. 

27) and basing his petitions on Jehovah’s own attributes: “Shall not the Judge of all the earth do 

right?” (v. 25).  

Are you one of Abraham’s children?  Gal 3:29 declares, “And if ye be Christ's, then are 

ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.”   Do you follow in Abraham’s steps, 

keeping the way of the LORD?  Listen to his word.  He reveals himself to you there, just as he 

revealed himself to father Abraham.   

Sing or pray Psalter #325. 

 

March 2 – A Dark Night and a Lonely Cave 

Read Genesis 19 

 Lot was a child of God, a “just” and “righteous” man, but while he lived in Sodom, he 

“vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds” (2 Pet. 2:7-8).  Lot paid a 

high price to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.  He sacrificed the souls of his wife, children, 

and numerous grandchildren, the children of Moab and Ammon, who to the tenth generation 

were forbidden entrance to Jehovah’s temple (Deut. 23:3–6).  Does Lot’s sad end cause you to 

shake your head?  Jesus warns us, “Remember Lot’s wife” (Luke 17:32), and “let him that 

thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). 

But Lot’s story doesn’t end on a dark night in a lonely cave near Zoar.  It commences on 

another dark night in another lonely cave, with the miraculous birth of the Seed promised to 

Abraham, the long-awaited Child who was also a descendant of Lot through Ruth.  Why did God 

save Lot?  Why did he give him the privilege of being a father of our Lord?  In order that he 

might clearly demonstrate that salvation “is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but 

of God that sheweth mercy” (Rom. 9:16).   

Sing or pray Psalter #82. 

 

March 3 – Imperfect Faith 

Read Genesis 20 

 Abraham’s lie to Abimelech in Genesis 20 is all the more shameful because he had 

previously used the same half-truth (Gen. 12). At that time he had been rebuked by Pharaoh.  



Now Abimelech chides him for lying.  Abraham’s behavior demonstrated a lack of care and 

concern for his wife as well as a lack of faith and obedience toward God.  Abraham gave 

unbelievers occasion to blaspheme the worthy name by which he was called.  Prov. 29:25 

teaches, “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but whoso putteth his trust in the LORD shall be safe,” 

and 1 Timothy 5:8 warns, “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own 

house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”   

How brightly God’s faithfulness shines in light of Abraham’s unfaithfulness.  He protects 

the honor of his daughter Sarah and still hears and answers Abraham when he prays.  How can 

that be?  Abraham’s faith was imperfect, but through that faith Jehovah imputed to him the 

perfect righteousness of his only begotten Son, who said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced that he 

would see my day. He saw it and was glad.”  On that basis, too, Jehovah is faithful to you and to 

me. 

Sing or pray Psalter #152. 

 

March 4 – The Laughing Princess 

Read Genesis 21 

 That the first verses of Genesis 21 follow the final verse of Genesis 20 highlight the truth 

that our God is sovereign also over conception and birth.   That’s true still today. 

What a fascinating woman Sarah was!  She was first Abraham’s dear wife Sarai, which 

means “my princess.”  But she was foremost God’s “princess,” Sarah, the freewoman who 

through the promised seed would be the queen mother of many nations and kings (see Gal. 

4:21ff).  She was a woman who still at ninety was so beautiful she was commended to a king and 

taken into his harem.  But she also possessed a beauty that would never diminish, the ornament 

of a meek and quiet spirit, which adorned the hidden man of her heart.  In adornment and 

subjection she is our example, dear sisters (1 Pet. 3:1–6).  Do you conduct herself as her 

daughter?  She was also a woman who reaped the bitter fruit of attempting to take matters into 

her own hands, and one who laughed, first in unbelief and then with joy when she held the 

realization of God’s promise, the child conceived by faith, in her arms. 

Do you hear and laugh with her?   

 Sing or pray Psalter #360. 

 



March 5 – A Test 

Read Genesis 22 

Genesis 22 begins, “And it came to pass…that God did tempt Abraham.”  James 1 makes 

it clear that God does not tempt any man to sin, but he does try or test his people in order to 

prove their faith.  Heb. 11:17 concurs, “By faith Abraham, when he was tried…”  Abraham’s 

willingness to offer up his dear son Isaac demonstrated that his faith was complete.  By faith in 

Christ, Abraham was justified.  That faith was evidenced in his works (see James 2:21–22).  To 

all outward appearances, the command to kill Isaac’s was contradictory to God’s very nature, 

and his death would thwart the fulfillment of God’s promise.  Yet Abraham obeyed.  He so loved 

and trusted God that there was nothing he would withhold from him. 

We also are called to walk by faith, not by sight.  Is there something in your life—even 

something good, perhaps—that God would have you give up in order to prove that you are fully 

devoted to him?  He didn’t spare his own Son for our sake.  “How shall he not with him also 

freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32) 

Sing or pray Psalter #334. 

 

March 6 – A Stranger and a Sojourner 

Read Genesis 23 

 Thirty-seven years after the birth of Isaac, Sarah dies.  The mother of the promised seed, 

she has the distinction of being the only woman whose age is recorded in Scripture: 127 years.  

Following her death, Abraham goes to the gate of a city of the Hittites and in public council 

purchases the cave of Machpelah for a burial place.  This is the first piece of property that the 

God’s people own in the promised land. 

Abraham is an example of how we should live as those who are in the world but not of 

the world.  He was, in his own words, “a stranger and a sojourner” (v. 4).  He lived separately 

from the Hittites.  Yet he did not avoid interaction with them, and his dealings with them were 

courteous.  Abraham honored all men (1 Pet. 2:17).  He showed himself a pattern of good works. 

We’re called to live that kind of life, too: “in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 

sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 

having no evil thing to say of you” (Titus 2:7–8).  

Sing or pray Psalter #26. 



 

March 7 – Isaac’s Bride 

Read Genesis 24 

 Long before Isaac ever met Rebekah, Jehovah was preparing her to become the next 

mother in the promised line.  Her genealogy had been reported to Abraham sometime earlier.  

(Genesis 22:20ff).  Now, in a series of wonderful events, the LORD brings her to Isaac to be his 

wife, “witnessing thereby that he doth yet as with his hand bring unto every man his wife” 

(Marriage Form).   Is it your earnest desire that your children marry from among the family of 

God?  Do you counsel your children with regard to seeking a godly spouse?  Do you pray 

fervently for that, even if your children are still young?  Do you continually pray for the spouse 

whom God has given you?   

What a godly example of obedience and trust is young Rebekah!  When it comes to 

following the Lord, she doesn’t hesitate like those whom Jesus called in Luke 9:59-62.  She goes 

out, not knowing whither she went.  Are you willing to follow our heavenly bridegroom 

unconditionally?  What joy there will be when the beloved Son of God is united with his bride in 

heaven forever!  

Sing or pray Psalter #124. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 76 No 1, February 2017 

 


