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November 8- Read Psalm 141 

Psalm 141: 5–6 reads, “Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove 

me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their 

calamities.  When their judges are overthrown in stony places, they shall hear my words; for they are 

sweet.”   

 I read Spurgeon and Matthew Henry’s commentary to help me understand these verses.  Henry 

brings out the idea that we must be thankful when we receive reproof from fellow saints.  This is an 

example of something that we would all be quick to say, but often very slow to carry out.  One way that 

we show our appreciation for that proper reproof comes in praying for the ones who reproved us when 

they are going through trials.  Spurgeon believes that verse 6 is still talking about those fellow saints 

who reproved David.  When Saul fell and David became king, he didn’t seek revenge on those who 

reproved him; instead, he was thankful for the words they spoke.  We must be the same.  

Sing or pray Psalter #386. 

 

November 9- Read Psalm 142 

 I recently heard about the horrible Blue Whale Game on the news.  According to Wikipedia, 

“The game allegedly consists of a series of tasks assigned to players by administrators during a 50-day 

period, with the final challenge requiring the player to commit suicide.  The term ‘Blue Whale’ comes 

from the phenomenon of beached whales, which is linked to suicide.”  The game seems to have resulted 

in hundreds of children and young people mutilating and killing themselves across the globe over the 

last couple years.  This was in the news because it was thought to be linked to the death of a boy in 

Texas, who used his cellphone to videotape his own hanging.   

 The fact that something as disgusting and horrifying as this would spread rapidly over the entire 

world shows the despair and hopelessness of wicked man.  In contrast, the elect find comfort in God 



during all their trials.  David wrote this psalm while he was hiding in a cave from the king who was 

hunting him down, and yet he was able to end it with the words, “the righteous shall compass me 

about; for thou shalt deal bountifully with me.”   

 Sing or pray Psalter #387. 

 

November 10- Read 1 Samuel 25 

 Abigail says some pretty harsh things about her husband Nabal to David in this chapter.  In verse 

25 she says, “Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man of Belial, even Nabal; for as his name is, so is 

he; Nabal is his name, and folly is with him.”  Then in the next verse, “now let thine enemies, and they 

that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal.”  

 Was it right of Abigail to talk about her husband this way?  I think we can all agree that she was 

telling the truth, but isn’t she still commanded to honor her ungodly husband?  Can you argue that she 

was still honoring him while publicly referring to him as a “man of Belial?”  In my mind, that seems 

difficult to defend.  If a woman started attending our church services and seeking membership, but 

spent time talking to people after church about how wicked her husband who had stayed at home was, 

would you feel that was improper?  Do you think Abigail’s speech is justifiable?  

 Sing or pray Psalter #31. 

 

November 11- Read 1 Samuel 26 

 I recently got the Reformation Heritage Study Bible, and I like how it contrasts the confession of 

Saul in this chapter with that of the New Testament Saul (Paul).  As Saul nears the end of his life, he says 

in verse 21, “I have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.”  In contrast, Paul boldly confesses in 2 

Timothy 4:7, “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.”  It is only by 

God’s grace that we are able to make the second confession at the end of our lives and not the first.  Of 

ourselves we have done nothing but play the fool.  We have erred exceedingly our entire lives and 

deserve everlasting fire.  However, we are brought out of that by Christ’s shed blood, just as Paul 

miraculously was.  We have been given a new heart, in which we love God and his commandments.  We 



have a small beginning of the new obedience and seek a closer relationship with our heavenly Father.  It 

is only because of the strength God has given us that we are able to fight and endure to the end.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #408. 

 

November 12- Read 1 Samuel 27  

In the Reformation Heritage Study Bible’s commentary on this chapter, Beeke instructs us to 

keep in mind that we are most susceptible to falling right after a spiritual victory.  I think this is a great 

point, and one I often touch on in Bible class with my students.  No sooner does David hit a spiritual high 

point when he refuses to kill the Lord’s anointed, than his faith fails and he looks for refuge from the 

Philistines.  Haven’t you had a situation like this in your own life?  You are being very diligent with your 

personal devotions and feeling very close to God, but the moment you begin feeling proud about it you 

fall right back into your greatest besetting sin.  Pride is really what it always comes down to.  David 

stopped trusting in God and decided to find his own way of protection.  The second we forget that every 

good work comes from God, we fall right back into sin, often even more deeply than before.  

Sing or pray Psalter #159. 

 

November 13- Read Psalm 17 

 “Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, which is thy 

sword: From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the world, which have their portion in this 

life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and leave the rest of 

their substance to their babes” (Psalm 17: 13–14).   

 The last part of this section, where it says that the wicked man will be full of children, confused 

me.  Doesn’t that sound like something that would be said about the righteous man?  Well, I had some 

help translating the original Hebrew, and it seems that the verse either says “their sons are satisfied” or 

“they are satisfied with sons.”  As you can see, these two phrases have different meanings.  However, it 

can be said that no matter which is the correct interpretation, the verse is saying that the wicked have 

many earthly riches that continue in the line of generations.  They appear to have everything the heart 

could wish, but they have nothing.  There can be no fulfillment in a life without God.    



 Sing or pray Psalter #31. 

 

November 14- Read Psalm 35 

 When I read verse four, it immediately made me think of Gideon defeating the Midianites.  This 

verse reads, “Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be turned 

back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt.”  Gideon set out to defeat the host of Midian with 

32,000 men.  God, however, wanted to make it clear that the victory came from him, so he kept 

whittling down Gideon’s force till it only consisted of 300 men.  This tiny army, less than the number of 

members in our Loveland congregation, was commanded to circle the Midianites.  Then, at the stroke of 

midnight, they smashed the fire-carrying pitchers they held in one hand and blasted the trumpets they 

held in their other hand and complete chaos broke out in the Midianite camp.  In fact, the enemy was so 

terrified and confused that they started killing each other as the 300 men watched in amazement.  This 

amazing story is a physical example of what always takes place spiritually.  Our God will always deliver 

his people and put their enemies in confusion.  “If God be for us, who can be against us” (Romans 8:31)?  

 Sing or pray Psalter #92. 

 

November 15- Read Psalm 54  

 We just finished the story during which this Psalm was written, found in 1 Samuel 23 and 26, in 

Bible class.  The Ziphites showed their hatred for God by informing Saul whenever they found out where 

David was hiding from him.  Saul blasphemed God by portraying the murderous actions of these men as 

pious, when he states in 1 Samuel 23:21, “Blessed be ye of the LORD; for ye have compassion on me.”   

 Are you a Ziphite?  Am I?  I’m sure that there are many ways in which we can compare ourselves 

to these wicked men, but here’s one that comes to mind immediately.  We are  Ziphites when we, in the 

name of helping, tell someone the bad things another has said about them.  What good does it do for 

your friend to be aware of all the mean things that are ever said about them?  No, the other person 

should never have said that, but spreading it only promotes division.  It’s the sinful desire of our flesh to 

exalt ourselves above others that leads us to do this.  Can you think of any other way that we might act 

like the wicked Ziphites sometimes?  



 Sing or pray Psalter #147. 

 

November 16- Read Psalm 63 

 As I write this, Hurricane Harvey has just ravaged the Texas coast.  I read that many people have 

been left without drinking water after treatment plants began failing.  The sad irony of having nothing to 

drink while getting hit by one of the biggest floods in history reminds me of the world today.  We live in 

the digital age, a time when anything can be obtained with the click of a button or a spoken word, yet 

there is a complete lack of knowledge.  The world is in darkness, and the more it advances, the deeper 

that darkness becomes.  This psalm points us in the right direction.  May David’s confession be ours, 

when he says in verse one, “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, 

my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is.”  Just as the victims of Hurricane 

Harvey will quickly perish if drinking water isn’t provided, we perish without God.  He is our light in this 

dark world.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #164. 

 

November 17- Read 1 Samuel 28 

 We all know that what Saul did was wicked.  We believe it is wrong to seek communication with 

the dead.  But what makes it so wrong?  At least part of the answer lies in the fact that we must seek 

help only from God.  We can easily fall into the trap of looking for help from dead saints.  This is exactly 

what the Roman Catholic Church does when they pray to saints.  It’s idolatry.  This is pretty black and 

white for us, but we can easily get into what we may consider a gray area on the subject.  Is it ok to 

address a dead person at a gravesite, while we work, or on social media?  Can we make a statement, but 

not ask a question?  Do we think they can hear us?  If not, then why do we do it?  If so, then why do we 

want them to?  I don’t know myself what all the answers to these questions are, but I do know that 

when we look for any type of guidance from a dead saint, as Saul did, that we are asking that person for 

something that can only be given by God.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #163. 

 



November 18- Read 1 Samuel 29  

 David’s sin had gotten him into such a difficult situation that there seemed no way out.  David 

went to the wicked Philistines for refuge, instead of trusting in God.  Achish had welcomed him into his 

country, assuming that David wanted to fight Saul, a belief that David cultivated.  He fell deeper into his 

sin by lying to Achish about the battles he was fighting.  In order to keep the king in the dark about his 

killing of the heathen tribes around them, David killed all potential witnesses and told the king he was 

getting the spoil from Judah.  Achish is so convinced by David’s lies that he’s excited to bring David into 

battle with him against the Israelites.  David continues to make double-meaning comments to fool 

Achish as they march into battle against his own people, and there seems to be no way for David to get 

out of the situation he’s gotten himself into.  But that’s just the point, isn’t it?  All we can do of ourselves 

is make our situation worse, but God always provides a way out for his people.  As Psalm 46:1 states, 

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”   

 Sing or pray Psalter #128. 

 

November 19- Read 1 Samuel 30  

 David needed to learn to trust in God again.  He had been seeking refuge in a wicked nation 

while living a lie, and now he was paying the consequences.  God had just saved him from a horrible 

battle against his own people, and now he returns home to find all his city burned and everything taken.  

His men are so fed up that they are ready to stone him for the loss of their families and possessions.  

This judgment of God causes David to repent.  He directs his trust back to God and asks if he should 

pursue the Amalekites.  God shows David he has been forgiven by responding and telling David he will 

be able to retrieve everything.  David is once again on the mountaintops of faith, but all his men are not.  

Those who complain about sharing the spoil with the 200 men who stayed back show that they haven’t 

learned a thing.  They’re still giving themselves the credit for their victories and accomplishments, and 

have forgotten that they are nothing without God.  We are much the same, and must always be on 

guard against triggering the sin of pride.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #154. 

 



November 20- Read 1 Samuel 31 

 In Lord’s Day 40 of the Heidelberg Catechism, we are told God requires in the sixth 

commandment “… that I hurt not myself, nor willfully expose myself to any danger…”  The reason is 

brought out in the second question and answer of the following Lord’s Day.  Here we read, “Since both 

our body and soul are temples of the Holy Ghost, he commands us to preserve them pure and holy…” 

 Suicide, even endangering ourselves unnecessarily, is an extremely serious sin.  It’s a form of 

murder, as clearly stated in the Lord’s Day.  Our bodies belong to God, and therefore we must care for 

them.  In addition, killing oneself is a complete rejection of God’s plan.  God has a plan for when we die, 

and it’s blasphemous for us to think we have the right to decide when our life ends.  We can see from 

this chapter that Saul’s final act was one of wicked defiance against God.   

 Some go so far as to say that if someone commits suicide it’s a sure indication that they weren’t 

a child of God.  What do you think?  Can you think of scripture passages to prove that, or is that 

concluding too much?  

 Sing or pray Psalter #106. 

 

November 21- Read Psalm 18 

 Psalm 18:2 compares Jehovah to a rock, fortress, buckler, horn, and high tower.  As Calvin says, 

“God equips the faithful here from head to foot.”  The Reformation Heritage Study Bible takes a 

moment to look more closely at each of these metaphors, as does Charles Spurgeon.  God as our rock is 

one in whom we find shelter, and the one who is our sure foundation.  Just as a large boulder cannot be 

moved, so our God will never leave us.  God as our fortress keeps us safe from all our enemies, just as he 

kept David safe from Saul among the rocks of the mountains.  God as our buckler, or shield, is the one 

with whom we ward off the blows of our spiritual enemies.  God as the horn of our salvation is the one 

to whom we can cry out to in time of trouble, and who will cause us to rejoice when we have the victory 

over our enemies.  Finally, God as our high tower is the one who lifts us out of reach of our foes and 

causes us to look out over the wonder of his constant provision for us.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #34.  

 



November 22- Read Psalm 121 

 What came to mind when I read this psalm was the story of Elijah versus the 850 false prophets 

on Mt. Carmel, found in 1 Kings 18.  Ahab refuses to acknowledge God, so Elijah suggests they have a 

little contest to see whose god is better.  They will set up two altars, one for Elijah and one for the 850 

prophets of Baal and Asherah.  They will take turns calling upon their gods, and whoever sends fire to 

consume his sacrifice will be acknowledged as the one true God.  The false prophets call out to their god 

all day, even frantically cutting themselves in an effort to please him, but there is no answer.  Eljiah 

mocks their foolish attempts, saying, “Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or 

he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked” (v. 27).  The prophets must finally 

give up, and then Elijah calls all the people together, constructs his altar, and pours water all over it as 

the suspense builds.  Then he calls upon God and the fire pours forth from heaven, consuming even the 

water itself.   Our God, our God, never sleeps.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #345. 

 

November 23- Read Psalm 123  

 God’s people are always despised and trampled on by the world.  This is brought out in the last 

two verses of this chapter, where it speaks of the wicked mocking us with “contempt” and “scorn.”  This 

theme can be seen all throughout scripture.  Ishmael mocked his younger brother Isaac, because he 

hated that Isaac had been given the promise.  The wicked mocked Noah as he spent 100 years building a 

gigantic boat on land, telling them that a flood was coming to cover the whole earth.  Nehemiah and the 

returning Israelites were mocked as they rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem with the meager resources they 

had.  Jesus himself was mocked and scorned as the soldiers and Pharisees beat him and demanded he 

tell them who he was.  The mocking continued as he hung on the cross and contemptuously asked him 

to come down if he really was the Messiah.   

 Because of this intense hatred that the world has for God and his people, there is huge pressure 

on us to try and be like them.  We must constantly look for strength from God to be in the world, but 

not of it, as Jesus commands in John 17:16.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #351. 



 

November 24- Read Psalm 124  

 In the NIV, Proverbs 31:25 reads, “She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the 

days to come.”  In the KJV, the same verse reads, “Strength and honour are her clothing; and she shall 

rejoice in time to come.”  I saw the NIV version quoted many years ago by a friend whose mother was 

going through a difficult trial, but to me that interpretation really loses the comfort that’s there in the 

KJV.  The phrase, “she can laugh at the days to come,” feels like typical worldly philosophy.  “Pull 

yourself up by your bootstraps, believe in yourself, and you’ll be able to take on anything.”  In contrast, 

“she shall rejoice in time to come,” carries with it the idea of waiting on God and being content in 

whatever he has in store for us.   

 True comfort is found in the fact that God is always with us, not in the belief that we have any 

strength of ourselves, as brought out in Psalm 124.  This chapter assures us that God will always keep us 

safe and ends with the beautiful line, “Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and 

earth.” 

Sing or pray Psalter #352. 

 

November 25- Read Psalm 125  

 Peace: the world is always searching for it, but can never find it.  There will be a short time 

period at the end of the world where they will have a fragile peace founded on hatred of God, but it will 

quickly crumble away.  As peace always eludes them, the wicked are eager for a scapegoat on which to 

place the blame.  They find that in the church, convincing themselves that if they just got rid of the nut-

case Christians that are indoctrinating everyone with laws of intolerance, then mankind could finally 

create heaven on earth.  Richard Dawkins, an atheist science worshipper, is very open about this.  He 

points to religion as completely irrational and the cause of nearly all the world’s problems throughout all 

of history, so happiness and peace depends on it being completely eradicated.  

 Always the world is always searching for peace, but they will never find it, because they’re 

looking in the wrong place.  Peace can only be found in God.  As Psalm 125:5 says, “As for such as turn 



aside unto their crooked ways, the LORD shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity: but peace 

shall be upon Israel.” 

 Sing or pray Psalter #356. 

 

November 26- Read Psalm 128  

 I recently listened to a sermon on this psalm, a few points of which I wanted to share with you.  

Psalm 127 and 128 are often referred to as the family psalms.  Here, the wife is described as a fruitful 

vine.  Contrary to the teaching of the world, it is a blessing for the wife to be fruitful.  Her “career” is 

caring for the children and aiding the husband that God has given her.  If we look at the structure of 

homes back in this time period, we find that the house was often situated around a central courtyard 

where the garden was.  Just as the vines were located at the center of the house, so the wife is to be the 

center of the home.  The wife prepares the food and then brings the family together in communion at 

the table after a long day of work.  As the minister put it, “If there is no table in our lives, then we have 

traded the blessings of God for the trivialities of the world.”  With so many things that command our 

time today– work, school, sports, technology– are we leaving time for the table? 

 Sing or pray Psalter #360. 

 

November 27- Read Psalm 129  

 In this psalm, we ask God to judge those that persecute us unjustly.  This persecution is 

described in gruesome detail.  We read in verse 3, “The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long 

their furrows.”  In this verse, the cuts made by the whips of the wicked are likened to furrows made in 

the ground by the farmer as he plows his field.  Spurgeon brings out the fact that these furrows are 

made from behind us.  The wicked are always deceitful and underhanded in their attacks, and we must 

be on constant guard against them.   

 Here, we have another example in scripture of the same thing being used to picture something 

positive and negative.  When we think of farming in the Bible, we usually think of Christ as a sower who 

planted his church and preserves them until the harvest at the end of time.  We don’t usually think 

about those rows picturing the stripes laid on God’s people throughout this life.  However, there are 



ways to bring it together.  The sweat and toil of the farmer is a result of sin entering the world, which 

reminds us to set our eyes on heaven, our eternal rest.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #361. 

 

November 28- Read Psalm 130  

 It’s pretty neat to see how children are little versions of their parents.  I ask a question, and as 

they answer I think, that’s sounds just like what their mom or dad would have said.  In fifth and sixth 

grades many students are still stuck thinking that their family’s way of doing things is the only way they 

can be done, but it’s something that we can learn from spiritually.   

 Just as children determinedly follow in the ways of their parents, so we should follow after God 

without wavering.  That’s what we are commanded to do in this chapter.  Psalm 130:6 says, “My soul 

waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch for 

the morning.”  Those who had to stand guard on the walls of the city all night were very eager for the 

morning to come, so that they would be released from their post to go get some rest themselves.  We 

must follow after God even more eagerly than those guards, writing his word in our hearts, trusting in 

him, and setting our eyes on heaven.   

 Sing or pray Psalter #363. 

 

November 29- Read 2 Samuel 1  

 Why does David have such kind words for Saul?  In verses 23 and 24 David speaks of Saul being 

swifter than an eagle, stronger than a lion, and a king who clothed his people in scarlet and gold.  When 

we studied this chapter in Bible class, Gertrude Hoeksema said that David was merely acknowledging 

the strong king that Saul had been early on in his reign.  It’s true that Saul did have his moments.  That’s 

why the men of Jabesh-Gilead went on a nearly suicidal mission to retrieve the bodies of Saul and his 

sons from the Philistines and burry them respectfully.  Back in 1 Samuel 11, the Ammonites were about 

ready to mutilate and enslave the men of Jabesh-Gilead, when Saul rounded up a massive force of 

330,000 and destroyed them.  After the battle, the people come to Saul and suggest that they put to 

death everyone that hadn’t wanted him to be king, but Saul replies, “There shall not a man be put to 



death this day: for today the LORD hath wrought salvation in Israel.”  Yes, God holds even wicked kings 

and rulers in the palm of his hand and uses them for his purpose.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #222. 

 

November 30- Read 2 Samuel 2  

 Did you know that Zeruiah was a woman?  I had always assumed that she was the father of 

Joab, Abishai, and Asahel, so it was interesting to learn that she was actually their mother.  She was also 

David’s sister, making Joab David’s nephew.  

 On another note, there is quite a contrast between David’s praise of the men of Jabesh-Gilead 

and Saul’s praise of the Ziphites.  Both men praised the city for their actions in regard to the other, but 

that’s about where the similarities end.  Saul’s praise was blasphemous, because he was praising them 

for helping him try to murder David.  David’s praise was righteous, because he was condoning the men 

of Jabesh-Gilead for honoring the body of the Lord’s anointed, even when Saul had tried to kill him 

unjustly.  The political world today that is so based on slander and mockery makes it even more difficult 

for us to respect those in authority whom we don’t agree with, but we must take David’s example.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #223. 

 

December 1- Read 2 Samuel 3 

 That was quite the curse!  After Joab and Abishai murdered Abner, David publicly cursed Joab 

and his family, saying they would be plagued with disease, violence, and poverty.  These are some 

extremely harsh words, which David tried to use as a substitute for the death penalty.  I don’t think 

there’s much debate about the fact that Joab should’ve been put to death for this murder.  As Matthew 

Henry puts it, “it was carnal policy and cruel pity that spared Joab.”  Carnal policy, because David felt like 

he needed Joab in order to take control of the kingdom, and he couldn’t afford to kill him.  We see this 

way of thinking in the first part of verse 39, where David says, “And I am this day weak, though anointed 

king; and these men the sons of Zeruiah be too hard for me.”  Sparing Joab’s life was also cruel pity, 

because Joab’s punishment was simply held off, and his wicked, extended life made his judgment all the 



greater.  The last part of verse 39 brings this out, where David says, “the LORD shall reward the doer of 

evil according to his wickedness,” a judgment that David passed down to Solomon. 

 Sing or pray Psalter #139. 

 

December 2- Read 2 Samuel 4 

 Why was it so wrong to kill Ishbosheth?  God didn’t recognize him as king, so it wasn’t because 

he was the Lord’s anointed, as was the case with his father Saul.  However, killing Ishbosheth was just 

cold-blooded murder, which should always be punished with death.  Ishbosheth was helplessly lying on 

his bed, and these brothers sneaked into the house and killed him. 

 This leads me to a thought question.  If Ishbosheth had been seeking to kill these men, although 

he wasn’t doing so at that particular moment, would that have warranted a claim of killing in self-

defense from the brothers?  In other words, does self-defense only apply at the exact moment someone 

is trying to kill you?  

 Finally, it’s interesting that David calls Ishbosheth “righteous” in verse 11.  Matthew Henry says 

that this was to bring out the idea that Ishbosheth had done them no wrong.  It was also to give him the 

benefit of the doubt, something Henry says we should do to all our enemies.  When it comes down to it, 

we don’t know if Ishbosheth was saved or not, and it’s not for us to know.  We leave that to God.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #211. 

 

December 3- Read Psalm 6  

 David asks God to make his enemies “ashamed” in the last verse of this chapter.  There are 

many passages we could point to where God makes worldly men ashamed.  First, we have the example 

of Saul with David himself.  On the two occasions that David sneaks to Saul as he sleeps and takes 

something from him to prove his desire for peace, Saul admits his sin, says that David is better than he 

is, and acknowledges that David will be the next king.  What we don’t see, however, is Saul 

demonstrating any repentance.  Two other examples come from the book of Daniel.  Nebuchadnezzar 

was very proud of his accomplishments, so God humbled him and made him like a beast of the field, as 



we read in Daniel 4.  Nebuchadnezzar was forced to praise the only truly powerful one.  Then, in Daniel 

6, we have the story of Daniel in the lion’s den.  The king is “sore displeased with himself” (v. 14) when 

he realizes he must carry out his punishment on Daniel for worshipping his God, but even he believes 

that Daniel’s God can save him from the lions, which is exactly what takes place.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #121. 

 

December 4- Read Psalm 8 

 Concerning verse two of this chapter, Spurgeon provides an interesting list of children who 

instructed their elders in serving God.  First, Jesus himself quoted this verse in Matthew 21:16, when the 

Pharisees complained to him about the children shouting in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David.”  

Second, we read in Foxe’s Book of Martyrs that when Mr. Lawrence was being taken away to burn at the 

stake, children followed praying, “Lord, strengthen thy servant, and keep thy promise.”  Third, when Mr. 

Wishart, a Scottish martyr, was told he had a devil in him, a child spoke up and said, “A devil cannot 

speak such words as yonder man speaketh.”  Finally, Whitfield spoke of the children who would sit 

around his pulpit, listening attentively as he spoke and helping him as much as they were able.  Although 

we don’t agree with all of the things taught be these men, the point is still made.  Hearing our children 

praise God is one of the greatest and most humbling blessings we can receive.  As a teacher, I get to 

hear our little lambs praise God almost every day, and it truly is an amazing experience.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #405. 

 

December 5- Read Psalm 9  

 We have just been studying the Persians in Ancient World History class.  The Persians did some 

pretty amazing things, like building a bridge of boats for their army to march across and creating the 

stone city of Persepolis with an underground sewage system hundreds of years before Christ.  They 

were known for treating the people they conquered with respect, a policy which helped them create 

one of the largest empires in history.  However, they uncharacteristically burnt Athens after finding it 

deserted, an act which the king would immediately regret.  The Greeks got their revenge, because years 

later Alexander the Great led them into Persepolis and burned it to the ground.  



 Psalm 9:6 says, “O thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual end: and thou hast 

destroyed cities; their memorial is perished with them.”  Nations rise and fall, no matter how powerful 

they become.  Throughout history God raises and destroys empires, “that the nations may know 

themselves to be but men,” as it says in the last verse.  The world today has forgotten that they are “but 

men,” but we see Christ’s footsteps as he comes to give them the final reminder.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #16. 

 

December 6- Read Psalm 10  

 This psalm calls upon God to judge the wicked.  Sometimes we can feel like the psalmist in verse 

one, when he says, “Why standest thou afar off, O LORD? why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble?”  

When we are spiritually low it can seem as if the wicked are getting away with their sin, and God isn’t 

doing anything about it.  Don’t we see that in our children all the time?  Instead of properly telling mom 

and dad or teacher when they are sinned against they decide to seek revenge themselves.  Why?  One 

reason is that they’re confident the adult won’t punish the offender sufficiently, so they had better 

make sure it happens themselves.  We see something similar in the story of Jonah.  God commanded 

Jonah to call Nineveh to repentance, but Jonah refused because he didn’t want to see the city forgiven.  

He thought God was wrong for not destroying the city immediately.  When we think this way, we forget 

that we aren’t getting what we deserve either.  The only thing we deserve is everlasting fire, but our 

Savior Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  Instead of pointing the finger, we need to live out of 

thankfulness for our amazing deliverance.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #19. 

 

December 7- Read Psalm 14  

 I read about Richard Dawkins in a recent Beacon Lights article entitled “The Cult of Dawkins: 

Science as Religion,” written by a high school student from our sister church in Singapore.  I looked him 

up, and he’s pretty scary to listen to.  Dawkins firmly believes that all of life’s questions can only be 

answered with science, and that religion must be abolished, because the only thing it succeeds in doing 



is making naturally rational people irrational.  There is no arguing with someone whose answers are 

faith-based, and that kind of senseless disagreement is “a disgrace to the human race,” says Dawkins.  

 Psalm 14:6 says of the workers of iniquity, “Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because 

the LORD is his refuge.”  This wicked mock us because we trust in God.  In their foolishness, they want to 

make the wise appear as they are.  As Jesus said in Matthew 11:25, “I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 

them unto babes.”  We praise God for revealing these things unto us who are nothing of ourselves.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #23. 
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