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Dear Daily Press readers,  

Shortly before I submitted this month's devotionals for publication, Ben Laning and I realized 

that we had miscommunicated regarding which psalms we would be writing on each month. As a 

result, we have overlapped in our study of several psalms in the past, and this month I wrote 

meditations for three psalms that Mr. Laning has already considered.  We're sorry! We will do 

our utmost to ensure that it does not happen again. 

Sarah Mowery 

 

August 8—But I Pray 

Read Psalm 109 

          Psalm 109 begins with this earnest plea: “Hold not thy peace, O God of my praise.”  In 

other words, “Don’t be silent!  Speak on my behalf!”  David prays that prayer in the face of his 

enemies, who need no encouragement to speak.  In fact, they cannot stop their lying mouths.  

Though God’s servant has shown them love, they reward him evil for good, surrounding him 

with hateful accusations and fighting against him without cause.  What is David’s response to 

this unjust treatment?  He gives himself unto prayer. 

          What is your reaction when others despitefully use you?  Are you quick to gossip about 

them?  Do you allow bitterness toward them to fester in your heart?  In Matthew 5:44 our Lord 

commands us to respond as David did: “pray for them.”  For what do we pray when we pray for 

our enemies?  We pray for their repentance and salvation, if that be Jehovah’s will.   If that is not 

his will, then we pray that he will justly punish them for their ungodly deeds, avenging those 

whom they persecute (see Rev. 6:10).  And note this from Psalm 109:1: even that prayer begins 

with praise.  

Sing or pray Psalter #301. 

 

August 9—Vengeance Belongs to the Lord 



Read 1 Samuel 24 

In Psalm 109 David’s enemies set themselves up as both prosecution and judge.  They 

bear false witness against him and then condemn his soul (v. 31).  David recognizes that their 

deeds are evil, but he also understands that he doesn’t have the right to execute justice upon 

them; that privilege belongs to God alone.  Therefore he doesn’t avenge himself, but, as we saw 

yesterday, he does pray that Jehovah will judge them and repay their wicked deeds.  

We’re quick to reward evil for evil.  Romans 12:19-21 commands: “Dearly beloved, 

avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto [the] wrath [of God]: for it is written, 

Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he 

thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.  Be not overcome 

of evil, but overcome evil with good.”  From our perspective, God’s justice sometimes seems 

long overdue.  Nahum 1:1–3 reassures us: “…The LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, 

and he reserveth wrath for his enemies.  The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will 

not at all acquit the wicked.” 

Sing or pray Psalter #253:1–5 and 12. 

 

August 10—Let Another Take His Office 

Read Acts 1:15–26 

Psalm 109 is an outstanding imprecatory psalm.  Do you remember what an imprecatory 

psalm is?  It’s a psalm that calls on God to execute justice against his enemies.  Indeed, it’s hard 

to sing the versification of this psalm without shivering in horror: “Let sudden death upon him 

break, / his office let another take, / his children and his widowed wife / pursue the homeless 

beggar’s life” (Psalter #300).  Can a Christian sing those words?  

Yes, we can.  They are words inspired by the Holy Spirit of Christ, a truth Peter verifies 

when he refers to Psalm 109 in Acts 1 with application to Judas Iscariot.  We may not sing this 

psalm in a spirit of personal vindictiveness: each of us must be very aware of our near inability to 

hate with righteous hatred.  We’re called to bless—not curse—those who persecute us (Rom. 

12:14).  We sing this psalm prophetically, acknowledging the justice that God metes out in 

history and looking to the day when he will finally and fully condemn all his enemies.  Whether 

he chooses to show mercy to a man or harden him, he is just (Rom. 9:18).  

Sing or pray Psalter #300. 



 

August 11—God’s Enemies and their Punishment 

Read Psalm 139 

Who are God’s enemies?  All those who oppose his rule.  In Psalm 139 David honors 

God as the omniscient creator.  The knowledge that Jehovah determined all the details of his life 

from eternity moves him to praise.  In contrast, the wicked rise up in hatred against him.  Instead 

of worshiping the supreme God, as they are created and commanded to do, they defect to gods 

that are less than absolute.  What is the punishment for such evil?  Death.  Scripture speaks of 

two deaths.  The first death comes to elect and reprobate alike when the soul departs from the 

body.  The second death is reserved for the reprobate: it is the death of both body and soul (Matt. 

10:28).  Reprobate men do not cease to exist after the second death, but when the only purpose of 

one’s existence is torment, it “can more properly be called death rather than life” (Augustine). 

What just and terrible punishment!  Doesn’t the very thought make you cry, “Search me, 

O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked way 

in me, and lead me in the way everlasting”? (Ps. 139:23–24). 

Sing or pray Psalter #383. 

 

August 12—Annihilation? 

Read Matthew 25:31–46 

Like David in Psalm 109, Paul imprecates God’s justice in 1 Corinthians 22: “If any man 

love not the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha” (that is, accursed).  The 

dreadfulness of the thought of God’s wrath being poured out upon unrepentant men may make us 

avoid praying that he executes justice at all.  Couldn’t he just annihilate unbelievers at the end of 

time? 

Satan would like us to believe that he could.  The devil persists in trying to make sin less 

offensive than what it is, heaven less glorious than what it is, hell less horrific than what it is, and 

the gospel less urgent than what it is.  But the Bible answers the question about annihilation with 

a resounding “No!”  Job 34:12 says, “Yea, surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the 

Almighty pervert judgment.”  And what is the just punishment of all who rebel against his rule?  

God’s word clearly teaches that they will be punished for eternity in hell (Deut. 27:26; Matt. 



25:46).  But the Bible also plainly shows that there is a way to escape eternal damnation: all 

those who believe in Jesus Christ will not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:15–16). 

Sing or pray Psalter #23. 

 

 

August 13—Reprobation 

Read 1 Peter 2:1–10 

          John 3:36b reads, “He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 

abideth on him.”  Are the wicked then reprobated on account of their sins? 

              No.  The first part of the same text teaches, “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 

life,” yet we know that the elect are not saved because of what they have done.  Neither are the 

wicked reprobated on account of their works.  As Romans 9:11 teaches, God destines the 

reprobate to eternal punishment even before they are born or have done any good or evil.  They 

were appointed to stumble at the Savior and be offended by him (1 Pet. 2).  To that we may 

exclaim, “Then it’s not fair for God to find fault with the wicked, for no man is able to resist his 

will!”  To that the Holy Spirit replies, “Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? 

Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?  Hath not the 

potter power over the clay, of the same lump to make one vessel unto honor, and another unto 

dishonor?” (Rom. 9:20–21). 

Sing or pray Psalter #94. 

 

August 14—The Kernel and the Chaff 

Read Romans 9 

It’s important when we consider predestination to keep the purpose of God according to 

election in the forefront of our minds.  The fact that he reprobates at all may seem arbitrary and 

cruel, but as Romans 9:22–23 sets forth, God endures the reprobate in order that he might make 

his power known and bestow the riches of his glory on his elect.  To quote my pastor, “Election 

and reprobation are not flip sides of the same coin.”  Reprobation serves election.  Just as a 

builder uses scaffolding to construct a building, so the reprobate serve the building of God’s 

spiritual house.  Just as a farmer sows his field and waters it with an eye to the grain that he will 



harvest, so God grows his field with his eye on the wheat that he will gather into his garner 

(Luke 3:17). 

“We ourselves are God's own field, / Fruit unto his praise to yield; / Wheat and tares 

together sown / Unto joy or sorrow grown; / First the blade and then the ear, / Then the full corn 

shall appear; / Grant, O harvest Lord, that we / Wholesome grain and pure may be” (“Come, Ye 

Thankful People, Come”). 

Sing or pray Psalter #199. 

 

August 15—Cursing and Blessing 

Read Deut. 27:11–Deut 28:9 

  God’s punishment of his enemies is just.  Though he reprobates them before they do any 

good or evil, they are willing slaves to sin, and they are rewarded according to their works.  Do 

you remember how David describes the ungodly in Psalm 109:16–17?  “He remembered not to 

shew mercy, but persecuted the poor and needy man, that he might even slay the broken in 

heart.  As he loved cursing, so let it come unto him: as he delighted not in blessing, so let it be 

far from him.”  There’s a warning here for us who believe but still must fight our sinful natures 

all our lives long.  Disobedience of God’s law brings misery and desolation.  As God made 

abundantly clear to the Israelites, his blessing is experienced only in the way of obedience.  In 

what way are you walking? 

When we walk in the way of obedience, we will not be troubled by the assaults of the 

wicked.  “Let them curse,” says David, “but bless thou” (Ps. 109:28).  Jehovah responds, “Say ye 

to the righteous, that it shall be well with him: for they shall eat the fruit of their doings” (Isa. 

3:10). 

Sing or pray Psalter #40. 

 

August 16—Fat or Lean? 

Read Psalm 109:21–31 and Psalm 106:1–15 

          The derision that David has experienced at the hand of God’s enemies is so great that he is 

physically wasting away.  He describes himself as a shadow: his knees are weak, his body gaunt.  



But it’s not only persecution that has brought him to this low physical state: he so desires the 

blessing of the Lord that he’s given himself over to fasting and intense prayer. 

          For the most part, you and I know very little of such intense physical need.  There are 

some of us who do, those whom our Father leads the way of disability or disease.  But most of us 

live comfortably in material wealth and physical prosperity.  Rarely are we in such spiritual 

agony that we waste away physically.  That ought to give us pause, a reason to examine 

ourselves and make sure that we aren’t trusting in the good gifts that God has given—and they 

are good!—but in the Giver himself.  What a terrible thing to be physically healthy but to have 

leanness in one’s soul!  

Sing Psalter 290: 1–4, 6 and 9.  

 

August 17—The Anointed King 

Read Psalm 110 

We spent much of our study of Psalm 109 considering the relationship between the 

Almighty and his enemies.  You and I can be hurt and offended by those who hate us.  But as 

Psalm 110 teaches, God’s enemies cannot upset or harm him: the triune God lives in perfect 

peace and blessedness.  Nothing that his enemies (or his disobedient people) do can hinder his 

will in any way.  That’s true even when the wicked persecute the just.  Indeed, Psalm 2 and other 

passages teach that Jehovah laughs at his enemies’ frenzied schemes against him and his people: 

he has anointed his Son to be King.  There is coming a day when those who hate him will see 

how they served Jehovah’s eternal purpose, and they will bow before his Son.  On that day the 

Lord Jesus Christ will ascend his heavenly throne in the sight of all mankind and rest his feet 

upon his enemies, whom he has finally and fully defeated. 

You belong to that great King, dear Christian.  He is for you!  Who can be against you? 

Sing or pray Psalter #303.  

 

August 18—The Anointed Priest-King 

Read Matthew 22:41–46 

          Psalm 110 teaches that Jesus Christ is not only God’s anointed King; he is God’s anointed 

Priest-King.  Other scripture passages make clear that he is also ordained and anointed “to be our 

chief Prophet and Teacher” (HC, LD 12).  Still more: he is God, the divine second person of the 



Trinity.  Jesus pointed to Psalm 110 as proof of his divinity.  As he noted to the Pharisees, in 

Psalm 110 David refers to his promised son as “my Lord.”  He didn’t look only for a king who 

would sit on his earthly throne in Jerusalem: he spoke prophetically of the King who would rule 

from God's right hand.  Jesus Christ, the son of David, is the divine fulfillment of the three Old 

Testament offices of prophet, priest, and king.  

          Fellow Christian, do you bear the name of the Anointed One?  Then confess his name, 

present yourself a living sacrifice of thankfulness to him, fight against sin and Satan in this life, 

and look forward to the day when all his saints will reign with him eternally over all creatures.  

Sing or pray Psalter #302. 

 

August 19—The Willing People 

Read Psalm 110:1–3 and Hebrews 13:20–21 

      Do you serve King Jesus, your Savior and your Lord, willingly or grudgingly?   Psalm 

110:3a describes Christ's people this way:  "Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, 

in the beauties of holiness..." Note two things about these subjects.  First, they obey King Jesus 

willingly.  Second, they are characterized by holiness.  Other translations render "the beauties of 

holiness" this way: "in holy garments" and "in holy array."  The holiness that distinguishes them 

is not inherent in themselves: they've been clothed with it.  Like them, you and I have been 

clothed in Christ's righteousness.  Those garments distinguish us as priests who are consecrated 

to his service. 

      When are Christ's subjects willing?  "In the day of thy power."  That might refer to the 

great judgment day or to the day when Christ’s Spirit was poured out, but Calvin also offers this 

rendering: "'At the time of the assembling of thine army,' that is to say, as often as there shall be 

a convening of solemn and lawful assemblies, or the king shall desire an account of his people." 

 When must you and I, subjects of King Jesus, be ready to fight and ready to give him account? 

 Today and every day. 

Sing or pray Psalter #368. 

 

August 20—Youthful Dew from the Womb of the Morning 

Read Psalm 110:3 and Ephesians 1 



      Psalm 110:3b is beautifully poetic, but what does it mean?  Several commentators 

suggest the following interpretations. 

The descent of the dew at the birth of the day is imperceptible.  Likewise, the wonderful 

rebirth of Christ's offspring by the work of the Holy Spirit is invisible.  Like the dewdrops, 

Christ's people are innumerable.   Day after day, the dew invigorates the earth.  Those who 

belong to Christ are those who "shall renew their strength" day by day, who "shall run, and not 

be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint" (Isa. 40:31).  They will flourish and multiply on this 

earth and then enjoy youthful vigor for eternity.  The sparkling dewdrops transform the blades of 

grass and the strands of the spider's web into strings of lustrous pearls.  The church is similarly 

lovely and pure, arrayed in the garments of holiness "for glory and for beauty" (Ex. 28:2). 

 Though the descent of dew seems mysterious, it can be explained.  So too the dew that is 

Christ's people: their conversion is a consequence of the wielding of his rod, of his gospel going 

forth. 

Sing or pray Psalter #124:1–5 and 9.  

 

August 21—Two Heads 

Read Psalm 110:5–7, Genesis 3:14–15, and Judges 7: 1–8 

According to my study Bible, the word heads in Psalm 110:6 is singular in the original 

text.  The phrase could then be read this way: "He shall wound the head over many countries." 

 That rendering brings to mind the mother promise, doesn't it?  Though Satan rules over the 

kingdoms of men, our mighty Priest-King is the one who will crush his head, casting out the 

prince of this world (John 12:31). 

The word head is also used in Psalm 110:7, which teaches that because Christ drinks of 

the brook in the way, he shall lift up his head.  God reduced Gideon's army to the 300 men who 

were so very intent on their mission that they wouldn't even stoop to drink.  Like those Old 

Testament soldiers, the Captain of the Lord's hosts drinks only from the brook in the way: he will 

not be diverted from his singular purpose.  And when every member of his church is gathered in, 

he will return, their glorious head, exalted over all.    

Sing or pray Psalter #303. 

 

August 22—His Covenant is Forever 



Read Psalm 111 

Psalm 111 is a communal celebration of the Lord’s wonderful works.  The psalmist 

describes the Jehovah’s works in the following ways: they are great; they are the subject of the 

meditation of the godly and the source of their delight; they are honorable, glorious, enduring, 

right, and just.  These great works are the works of a God who himself is grace and compassion.  

He gives his people all that they need.  He makes them to know his mighty deeds, for by 

themselves they would be blind to those wonderful works. 

Among the greatest of his works is the work which the psalmist mentions twice: he is 

faithful to his covenant.  Jehovah has not made many covenants: he remembers the 

one covenant that he has made with those who fear him forever (Ps. 105:8).   

Sing or pray Psalter #304. 

 

August 23—The Beginning of Wisdom 

Read Ecclesiastes 12 

Psalm 111 teaches that Jehovah's covenant is everlasting.  It also notes two other things 

that endure forever: the praise of that holy, faithful God and his commandments.  

The secular worldview that is so prevalent in the Western world today contends that 

religion and reason oppose one another.  The Bible contradicts that notion.  "The fear of the 

LORD is the beginning of wisdom," the scriptures assert again and again.  One who fears God 

keeps his commandments and comes before him in humble repentance whenever he breaks that 

law.  This, declares Ecclesiastes 12:13, is the whole duty of man.  Proverbs 1:7 concurs: those 

who despise the wisdom and instruction of God's word are fools.  Psalm 111:10 adds, "A good 

understanding have all they that do his commandments."   It is the Christian worldview and the 

Christian worldview alone that provides one with answers to all of life's questions.  That 

understanding belongs only to those who love and keep Jehovah's commands. 

Sing or pray Psalter #327. 

 

August 24—Heavenly Treasures 

Read Psalm 112:1–3 

From a worldly point of view, the first three verses of Psalm 112 contain several 

paradoxes.  The psalmist first declares that the person who delights in Jehovah's commandments 



is blessed.  The ungodly majority in our day–and our own sinful hearts–would have us believe 

that happiness is realized in the way of pursing our own desires, all of which by nature are 

contrary to God's commands.  In verse two we read that the children of the righteous man will be 

mighty upon the earth, but that's not the way it appears.  Indeed, the children of the righteous, if 

not persecuted, are scorned, and if not scorned, are pitied as those who have been hopelessly 

indoctrinated by and must be rescued from their parents.  The third verse teaches that wealth and 

riches fill the house of believers, but there are and have been many Christians who are dirt poor, 

materially speaking.  How do we answer these seeming paradoxes? 

Psalm 112 speaks of the spiritual riches that belong to the believer and his children.  Do 

you have those eternal riches in your possession? 

Sing or pray Psalter #322. 

 

August 25—The Compassionate Man 

Read Psalm 112 

The righteous man bears the image of his heavenly Father.  Among the communicable 

attributes that Jehovah bestows upon them that love him are compassion and generosity.  When 

we clench earthly riches tightly in our fists, they flow through our fingers like sand.  But when 

we hold them in an open palm, ready to distribute to those in need, we lay up for ourselves 

treasure in heaven.  In Deuteronomy 15:11 Jehovah commands, "Thou shalt open thine hand 

wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land."  Proverbs 11:24–25 teaches, 

"There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but 

it tendeth to poverty.  The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered 

also himself." 

Psalm 112:9 adds this note: the generous man will be held in remembrance.  He is held in 

grateful remembrance by those to whom he has shown kindness, but more importantly, he is held 

in everlasting remembrance by his God, who does not forget his ministering to the least of his 

brethren. 

Sing or pray Psalter #305. 

 

August 26—Not Afraid of Bad News 

Read Jer. 29:1–14 



Recently an Islamic terrorist perpetrated the deadliest mass shooting in U.S. history when 

he opened fire at an Orlando night club patronized by homosexuals.  Within hours of this horrific 

act, several public statements were made that pointed to Christians and all who oppose the 

radical demands of the LGBT agenda as complicit in his crime.  Already those who maintain 

biblical standards with regard to marriage and sexuality are sometimes labeled as bigots and are 

accused of perpetrating hate and violence against homosexuals and so-called transgender people. 

No doubt the shooting in Orlando will be used as a springboard for an increase in such slander. 

What should be the Christian's response to such false yet fearful accusations? 

Psalm 112:7 (ESV): The man who fears Jehovah “is not afraid of bad news; his heart is 

firm, trusting the LORD."  He knows that "our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he 

hath pleased" (Ps. 115:3). And the plans that he has for his people are always plans of good, not 

of evil, plans that bring them to a glorious, expected end.  Therefore, do not despair at evil 

tidings: turn to our great God in prayer. 

Sing or pray Psalter #309.   

 

August 27—From Rising unto Setting Sun 

Read Psalm 113 

     What's the first thing you do in the morning and the last thing you do at night?  Multiple 

studies have shown that 80–90% of smartphone users begin and end each day on their phones. 

 For those of you still unfamiliar with these devices, their users likely aren't making phone calls. 

 They're texting, reading e-mails, browsing social media sites, scanning news headlines, or 

glancing at the forecast.  The Christian, whether or not he owns a smartphone, must open and 

close each day a different way: "From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the 

LORD's name is to be praised" (Psalm 113:3).  (Note: Not only the first and last moments of the 

day belong to the Lord, every moment in between does as well!) 

The next morning you're tempted to reach for your smartphone before you open your 

Bible, ask yourself, "In whom or in what do I seek strength for this day?"  (And if you use the 

Bible app on your phone for devotions, guard yourself against the distractions that are only a 

touch away!) The next time you lie on your pillow with your phone in your hand rather than your 

hands folded in prayer, ask yourself, “To whom or to what do I look for a peaceful end to this 

day?"   



Sing or pray Psalter #306. 

 

August 28—And the Lord Came Down 

Read Genesis 11:1–9 

In his children's book The Biggest Story pastor Kevin DeYoung recounts the building of 

the tower of Babel this way: "One time, a whole bunch of people got together to build a giant 

tower. They thought they could build all the way up to heaven. But it must not have been all that 

big because God had to come down just to see it."  Psalm 113:5-6 teaches that our God is so 

great that he not only humbles himself to behold the things of earth: he condescends to the 

behold the things that are in heaven too!  "Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on 

high, who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth!" 

What a holy, mighty God we serve!  Yet, he takes thought for us, utterly dependent and 

totally depraved creatures of the dust!  Consider, too, our Savior Jesus Christ.  Equal to the 

Father in holiness and glory, he humbled himself to assume our weak human nature.  He then 

humbled himself still further to the death of the cross, all for a puny, profane, prideful people. 

 May meditating on his wonders move us to reverent, heartfelt worship. 

Sing or pray Psalter #266. 

 

August 29—The Barren Woman Keeping House 

Read Acts 9:36–42 

It seems as if all the barren women mentioned in the Bible, with the exception of Michal, 

David's wife, have a happy ending. Sarah, Rachel, Hannah, and Elizabeth were all given at least 

one child, two of them in their old age.  What about God-fearing women who die childless?  Is 

Psalm 113:9 not true for them? 

Psalm 113:9 is true for the God-fearing woman. The home that she keeps is a spiritual 

house, the church of the living God. In that house she might be one ready to encourage her 

fellow believers by speaking God's word, as did Anna, the prophetess.  Perhaps she, like Dorcas, 

clothes the needy in her congregation. Or maybe the example she follows is that of Priscilla, who 

worked alongside her husband Aquila to support the mission work of the apostle Paul.  To her, as 

to all of the members of Christ's church, belong the church's children. What great blessing is 



hers–and theirs–when she freely gives of her time and resources to help teach them and care for 

them. 

Sing or pray Psalter #27. 

 

August 30—Barren by Choice 

Read Psalm 127 

The highest percentage of American women on record are childless: barren by choice.  In 

many cases, their barrenness is a consequence of their religion, though they would be loathe to 

call it a religion: secularism. More and more women (and men) in our day view children as 

impediments on their career-building and pleasure-seeking, and for those reasons they refuse to 

bear children.  The childbearing of Christian women (and men) must also be a fruit of their faith. 

God calls children–even many children–a blessing, and we must take him at his word.  Though 

we bring forth and raise children with much sorrow, as God told Eve she would, we do so in the 

hope that our children are not our own, but belong to our heavenly Father and to our faithful 

Savior, Jesus Christ, and we look forward to the day when they will rejoice with us in all the 

wonders of heaven.  

Sing or pray Psalter #360.  

 

August 31—A Joyful Mother 

Read Prov. 31:10–31 

There is a word in Psalm 113:9 that brings me grief, but it is not the word "barren": it's 

the word "joyful."  God has graciously given my husband and me seven children, children who 

fill our home with laughter and wonder, but I confess with sorrow that too often I am not a joyful 

mother.  Instead of serving my family with the humble mind of Christ, I'm prone instead to 

resent the countless messes, innumerable loads of laundry, and perpetual meal preparation and 

cleanup that many children entail.  To top it off, I'm quick to blame my self-centered attitude on 

the sleep I lack due to middle-of-the-night feedings rather than the sin that festers in my heart. 

Essentially, the cross that a Christian mother bears is the same cross as the barren 

Christian woman must carry.  It's the cross of denying one's self, laying aside one’s own desires, 

and willingly following our Savior in the way in which he leads us.  What cross do you bear? 

 Do you carry that cross joyfully today? 



Sing or pray Psalter #359.  

 

September 1—The Sea Fled 

Read Psalm 114 

In Psalm 114 the psalmist gives inanimate, geographical features of creation animal 

characteristics.  He does so to demonstrate that all of creation is at the beck and call of our great 

God.  At his command and in his presence the sea flees, the Jordan river turns back, the 

mountains and hills skip, and the earth trembles.   

What is Jehovah's purpose in all of his workings in the natural world?  Both in the Old 

Testament and in our day his works in creation serve a two-fold purpose.  The first purpose is the 

glory of his own name.  The second purpose is the salvation of the people in whom he dwells and 

over whom he rules.  Children of God, what a wonder!  The mountains, the stars, the sea, 

hurricanes, tornados, rain, and drought—all are orchestrated by our loving Father for his glory 

and our good.   

Sing or pray Psalter #307. 

 

September 2—Like Idol, Like Idolater 

Read Psalm 115 

Several weeks ago our family watched a documentary about India in which the narrator 

of the film visited a market place where men were crafting idols.  The artisans first twisted straw 

into their desired shape—in this case, they were mass producing images of an elephant.  They 

patted mud over the straw forms.  When the mud dried, they added garish finishing touches: 

brightly-colored paint and sparkles.  Throngs flocked to buy these idols.  They bowed to them, 

sacrificed to them, and held feasts in their honor. 

Little has changed in countries like India since Psalm 115 was written.  The gods the 

majority of Indians worship are the work of their own hands.  They are not alive, and they are 

incapable of doing anything for those who worship them.  Psalm 115 declares, "They that make 

them are like unto them."  Tragically, those who worship gods of wood and stone are as dead as 

their idols, incapable of seeing, hearing, or believing the truth.  Likewise, when we put our trust 

in idols— investments, possessions, health or strength, physical appearance, popularity, fellow 



human beings—instead of Jehovah, we are like them instead of like him.  "Little children, keep 

yourselves from idols" (1 John 5:21). 

Sing or pray Psalter #308. 

 

September 3—Speech Driven by Faith 

Read Psalm 116 

In Psalm 116 the psalmist recounts his great trouble and Jehovah's ensuing deliverance of 

his soul from death.  Before detailing his thankful response, he writes in verses 10 and 11 about 

his speech.  In verse 10 he reiterates a beautiful confession: "I believed," he declares, "therefore 

have I spoken."  The psalmist’s confession is a fruit of his faith.  The apostle Paul quotes this text 

in reference to his and Timothy's faithful preaching in the face of great persecution (2 Cor. 4:13). 

Our faith must motivate us to speak, too.  Paul commends the church in Thessalonica as 

examples to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.  What attribute of the Thessalonians did 

Paul want their fellow saints to imitate?  "For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not 

only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; 

so that we need not to speak any thing" (1 Thess. 1:8).  Similarly, the saints who were scattered 

abroad from Jerusalem "went everywhere preaching the word" (Acts 8).  It’s not enough that our 

neighbors witness us live a moral life.  We must be so overwhelmed with the gospel we cannot 

but speak the things which we have seen and heard (Acts 4:20). 

Sing or pray Psalter #426:1-7. 

 

September 4—Speech Driven by Fear 

Read Ecclesiastes 5 

In Psalm 116:10 the psalmist's faith compels him to speak.  His was the experience that 

Psalm 119:27 relates: "Make me to understand the way of thy precepts: so shall I talk of thy 

wondrous works."  In the very next verse, however, the psalmist remembers a time when he 

spoke in haste.  His rash words—"All men are liars"—were driven by fear. 

How readily our mouths also pour out foolishness, foolishness that springs from all manner of 

sinful attitudes: fear, anger, pride, discontent...  Proverbs 29:20 says, "Seest thou a man that is 

hasty in his words?  There is more hope of a fool than of him." 



What proceeds from your mouth—corrupt communication or words that edify and 

minister grace to their hearers? (Eph. 4:24).  Sometimes we're forced to "eat our words." 

 Proverbs 18:21 assures that us that we will always eat the fruit of what we say, if not in this life, 

then in the life to come: "Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall 

eat the fruit thereof."   

Sing or pray Psalter #386. 

 

September 5—Precious in Jehovah's Sight 

Read Psalm 23 

As he pens Psalm 116, the psalmist faces death.  This confession comforts him: "Precious 

in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints."  The psalmist knows that the same God who 

covered him in his mother's womb will also walk with him through dark valley of the shadow of 

death.  Jehovah appointed the day of his birth; to him also belongs the day of his death.  That 

great comfort is also ours as we ponder our impending deaths.  Death is the terrible, just 

punishment for sin, but our Lord Jesus Christ has conquered death and the grave.  For that reason 

we do not consider our own death or mourn the death of loved ones as those who have no hope.   

Precious in Jehovah's sight, too, is the death of those saints who are carelessly and 

brutally martyred for their faith.  Not only do they receive a great reward in heaven, but he uses 

their witness to grow his church on earth as well.  In response to the bitter persecution Christians 

faced in the arenas of Rome, the ancient church father Tertullian wrote: "We multiply whenever 

we are mown down by you; the blood of Christians is seed." 

Sing or pray Psalter #426:8–10. 

 

September 6—All Nations Blessed 

Read Psalm 117 

At first glance, Psalm 117 may seem remarkable only in its brevity.  But pause a moment 

and consider that the saints of the Old Testament sang this song of praise.  The Israelites looked 

forward to the day when people from all nations would praise Jehovah with them.  They knew 

well the promise made to Abraham: "In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed" 

(Gen. 22:18).  How wonderful heaven will be!  The Bible tells us that there every race and tribe 

of people will be represented among the members of Christ's body, gathered together to jointly 



praise his name for eternity.  Though scattered over the face of the earth, those saints praise 

Jehovah already in this life.  They praise him for the great mercy and kindness he shows to them 

in forgiving their sins and supplying them with all things necessary for their bodies as well as 

their souls.   

What's your attitude toward those whose skin is a different color than yours or toward 

those who hail from foreign countries?  It's our responsibility to reach out to them, inviting them 

to join us in praising the God who has shown us such undeserved kindness and mercy.     

Sing or pray Psalter #316. 

 

September 7—The Foundation of our Prayers 

Read Psalm 118 

Psalm 118 is a psalm of grateful, jubilant rejoicing.  Why does the psalmist rejoice?  He 

rejoices because the Lord is on his side, and in his joy he calls on Israel, the priests of Aaron's 

line, and all who fear Jehovah to enter the gates of the tabernacle and join in him worship.  Psalm 

115:9–13 addresses the same three groups of people twice and in the same order.  That method 

brings to my mind the sometimes helpful practice of praying in concentric circles.  When one 

prays in concentric circles, he begins by praying for himself.  Then he prays for those nearest 

him, perhaps his spouse, children, or parents.  After that, he moves outward to his extended 

family, his friends, and members of his church family, followed perhaps by his neighbors, the 

denomination to which his church belongs, the rulers of his nation, and the church catholic. 

 Praying in concentric circles can be a helpful way to organize one's prayers. 

The occasion of the psalmist's praise is the foundation of all our prayers.  He speaks 

prophetically in verse 22 of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the elect, precious cornerstone of God.  The 

man who believes on him will never be confounded. 

Sing or pray Psalter #427. 
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