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Our Lives of Joy in Christ: Never Rejected, Always Received 
Rev. B. Huizinga 

 

Note: The theme of the Young Adults Retreat, held March 16, 2016 in Loveland, CO, was “Our 

Lives of Joy.”  The theme text was Psalm 118:24. The content of this speech, now adapted for the reader, 

is taken largely from Psalm 118:22–24, “The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone 

of the corner.  This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  This is the day which the Lord hath 

made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” 

    

The joy of our lives is knowing by faith that for Jesus’ sake God will never reject us but always 

receive us, so that with the whole of our being we want to take a psalm and praise him.  The joyful 

believer declares, “My life of joy is grounded in the knowledge of true faith.  I know.  And I know this: 

For Jesus’ sake God will never reject me but always receive me.  And my knowledge produces this fruit: I 

want to praise God with the whole of my being.   And because God gave me 150 Psalms to use as 

expressions of my praise, I want to take a psalm like Psalm 118 and praise him. 

OUR FOUNDATION 

Instead of beginning by considering our lives of joy, we must begin with the foundation of our 

lives, and that is Christ’s life.  There is no life and joy for us apart from Christ.  Sad?  Learn of Christ.  

Discouraged?   Learn of Christ.  Weary and heavy laden?  Learn of Christ.  When we learn of Christ we 

understand he was rejected by men and abandoned by God, and then received by God. 

Christ’s life of suffering can be described in one word: Rejection.  “The stone which the builders 

refused (rejected) is become the head stone of the corner” (v. 22).  The psalmist is likely David, who was 

anointed king by Samuel, but rejected by Saul and others.  Nevertheless, the New Testament, in Matthew 

21, Mark 12, Luke 20, and Acts 4 clearly teaches that this verse is prophetic of Jesus Christ in his 

rejection.  

Christ was the stone rejected by the Jewish leaders.  That rejection was very wicked, for first, 1 

Peter 2:4 identifies him as the “living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, and precious.”  

The builders did not reject just any stone, but God’s eternally chosen and precious stone.  Second, that 

rejection was so wicked because it was done by the builders (v. 22).  The stone was not rejected by the 

poor and unlearned servants of the back-country, but by the educated scribes and chief priests who were 

supposed to be involved in building God’s Israel by leading the people to Christ.  Instead, they rejected 

Christ.     
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The Jewish leaders said of Christ, who possessed all the knowledge and beauty of God, “You are 

ugly.  You are unshapely.  You have no place in the building of God!”  They opposed him for his entire 

ministry and then crucified him.  They rejected him because they hated him.  They hated him because 

they knew he did shine with the holiness of God, exposing their hypocrisy and testifying against all their 

wickedness.  Yet today many stumble over the stone in the preaching and reject him.  

This rejection was painful for Christ.  We ought not view him as a literal stone.  Stones do not care 

if they are rejected, because stones do not care.  They are lifeless objects.  Christ is a living stone.  Being 

rejected by the builders of his own nation hurt Christ.  He suffered deeply.   

Yet there was more to his suffering than the pain of being rejected of men.  He is the Christ who 

bore all our sins and thus the just punishment of God.   God brought that rejection upon Christ as part of 

his punishment.  And then the inexpressible agony of it all for Christ was that when his own nation Israel 

had rejected him and taunted him while he was hanging from the cross, he turned to his heavenly Father 

who from all eternity had said, “Thou art chosen by me and precious to me.”  But his Father was not 

there.  Christ cried out in the agonizing darkness, “My God, My God, why hast thou forsaken me!”  He 

was rejected by men and abandoned by his Father.  Willingly he endured it all for us and our salvation.    

On the third day the Father took that dead stone whom the builders had refused and cast outside 

the city wall, and he made it “the head stone of the corner,” (v. 22).  On the third day God said, “My Son 

has suffered enough.  He endured the punishment.  He paid for all the sins.  He earned life.”  Then in love 

for his Son and us God raised Jesus from the dead and advanced him to the highest position of honor as 

the cornerstone of the building of the universal church upon whom all the elect as living stones are built.  

“This is the Lord’s doing” (v. 23).  God raised Christ.  God received Christ.  God made Christ the 

foundation of the church and the foundation of the life of all the members of the church.   

OUR KNOWLEDGE 

In order to experience joy, we must know that for Jesus’ sake, God will never reject us but always 

receive us.  There are three categories of experiences Satan uses to rob us of our joy, making the 

knowledge of faith so important.  

First there is the temptation to fear that God will reject us because of our sins.  There may be a 

young adult attending this retreat who is struggling with doubts and lacks assurance.  You don’t have any 

doubt about the salvation of anyone else who registered for the retreat, but you come doubting that God 

will receive you, because of your sins, your foolish past, and your ongoing spiritual imperfections.  You 

fear that the holy builder God will say, “You are spiritually ugly, and unshapely,” and reject you. 
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Second, Satan uses the pain of being wickedly rejected for Christ’s sake to rob us of our joy.  In 

belonging to Christ we must expect rejection in the world.  Maybe some of you have had your job 

application rejected for refusing to work on Sunday, or have had insults hurled at you for believing the 

Bible, the ten commandments, or in marriage between one man and one woman for life.  Maybe other 

professing Christians have sneered at or slandered you for your adherence to the historic Reformed faith.  

When you are all alone at work or in the university it hurts to stand for the truth and experience rejection.    

Third, Satan tries to rob us of our joy by using the pain of undesirable circumstances that make us 

feel rejected.  Maybe (sadly, and God forbid) you grew up with friends who had parents who took an 

interest in their lives, but your father or mother never seemed interested in you.  You feel rejected.   

Maybe (sadly, and God forbid) you grew up in a home of favoritism, or at least you perceived favoritism, 

so that you felt rejected, and had to fight off jealousy and bitterness.  Maybe (sadly, and God forbid) you 

have spent much time in an environment where there is continual criticism, and though you seek to 

please, nothing you do is acceptable.  You feel rejected.  Maybe (sadly, and God forbid) your parents fight 

and live in enmity and you think, “Can’t they love each other for me?  Don’t they love me their child 

enough to live in peace?”  You feel rejected.  Maybe you put so much work and hope into getting 

accepted by this college or that company for a certain desirable job, and you weren’t accepted…again.  

You feel rejected, and then you start doubting your character and abilities.  “What am I?  No one wants 

me.”  Maybe your boyfriend or girlfriend broke up with you, and you feel rejected.  Maybe you never had 

a boyfriend or girlfriend and you feel rejected, unattractive, flawed in some fundamental way like an ugly, 

unshapely stone that will never fit anywhere.  Maybe people were making plans to do something and you 

weren’t included, deliberately or perhaps by an honest oversight, and now you feel rejected.  Maybe you 

feel rejected because of physical limitations; you are not able to do the activities others are, so you are left 

out and you feel rejected and worthless.  Maybe you belong to a church family and a blood family, but 

you feel like you are walking alone on the path called “Rejection” and you really are not close to anyone.  

Some believers have these struggles.   

Rejection and the feeling of it are like a hammer and chisel slowly chipping away at your self-

image.  Little by little you lose confidence, hope, and joy.   You feel unloved, unwanted, unacceptable, 

and worthless.  The more you feel that way, the more your life is controlled by fear of rejection, and the 

downward spiral continues so that you feel more and more insecure, craving acceptance and overreacting 

to rejection or even perceived rejection.  You say, “I’ll never be good enough.  I know that what I say is 

not important, and what I think is not important.  There is nothing likeable in me.”  Even worse, “How 
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could God love me?  He does not.  He never did.”   Then the sense of rejection keeps spiraling downward 

so that you reject others, “I will never trust anyone again!  I will never get close to anyone again!  No one 

will ever become important to me again!  Not even God!  Getting close to someone is simply setting 

myself up for rejection.”  And when you hear the host church announces the theme of their spring retreat 

as, “Our Lives of Joy,” you say, “Joy?  Who has a life of joy?  I sure don’t.”  

Remember, at the very beginning, we did not identify feelings as the source of our joy; feelings go 

up and down.  Nor is joy rooted in a circumstances; circumstances change with the wind.  Joy is rooted in 

the knowledge of faith—in the unchangeable truth of the gospel.   

Learn of Christ.  First, learn this: For his sake, God will never reject you but always receive you.  

The infinitely glorious and holy God will never say, “You are ugly.  You are unshapely in your sins.  You 

have no place in my church and in my fellowship.”  Why?  Not because you are sinless in yourself, but 

because God sees you in Christ. Christ lived the life of rejection and abandonment for you.  Because God 

sees you in Christ, you are a righteous, beautiful, shapely, glorious, living stone in his building.  Yours is 

a life of joy.   

Second, learn this: Because God receives you in Christ, he works all things—even that chipping 

you feel—for your good (Rom. 8:28).  When undesirable circumstances come and through them you feel 

the pain of rejection like a hammer and chisel slowly breaking you down, that is God’s good hammer and 

chisel to chip away your pride and self-reliance, to chip away all your imperfections and shape you more 

and more like Christ and for your place in the building of God.   

Thirdly know this: because God receives you in Christ, he gives you wisdom to understand 

rejection.  He gives wisdom to understand that your identity is not determined by people or 

circumstances, or your own estimation of yourself, but by him, the loving builder.  You are not an ugly, 

unshapely rock, but a beautiful, valuable stone fixed to Christ the cornerstone.   Wisdom to understand 

that another’s inappropriate or even sinful behavior toward you has nothing to do with you and your 

value, but with their weak and sinful heart.  Wisdom to understand it’s unreasonable to expect that 

everyone will always approve of you, or behave in a way that feels to you like approval.  Wisdom to 

know others may feel rejected by God, by the wicked, or because of undesirable circumstances, and they 

may need your encouragement and prayers.  Look for them.  Wisdom to know we are living stones who 

cannot survive outside the building, outside the fellowship of God’s people in Christ.   We need to be with 

God’s people in church where the life is.  And God’s people, though not sinless, are not cruel and mean, 

but truly loving and kind and do have our best interest in mind.  Wisdom to know that if others are 
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separating from you, or if you sense the separation of God, because you are stubbornly walking in 

unconfessed sin, you must repent.  Wisdom to know as Joseph, that joy is not found in rejecting those 

who reject you, but in being gracious as God is gracious.    

OUR RESPONSE 

Out of that knowledge of Christ arises within the whole of our being a desire to take a psalm and 

praise God.  This is our joy.  We praise him with the words of Psalm 118:23–24. 

“This is the Lord’s doing!”  He punished the Christ.  He received the Christ.  For Christ’s sake he 

will never punish or reject me, but always receive me.  God made Christ my salvation, and not only mine, 

but the salvation of the whole building! 

“It is marvelous in our eyes!”  It is wonderful to behold and believe.   

“This is the day which the Lord hath made!”  For David, it was the day in which he was publicly 

anointed by God as king over Israel, Saul being dead.  For Christ it is the day of the resurrection, when his 

humiliation was over and he experienced triumph, being set as the living cornerstone.  For us it is every 

day in the new dispensation, but especially Sunday, the Lord’s day. 

“And we will rejoice in it!”  Knowing what God did to Christ and in Christ for me, to make me 

part of his everlasting, universal building as a beautiful stone, I will praise him.  But my resolve is to 

praise him with others.  We will rejoice.  Satan cannot rob us of our joy.  We will come together through 

the gates of righteousness and praise God with psalms. 

This I know by faith: For Jesus’ sake God will never reject me, but always receive me.  This I do 

in joy: I read Psalm 118 or sing a versification of it praising God.  This is my life of joy.  
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