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MHH:  So this small group that was left did what?  They reconstituted, but what did they do for a 

meeting place and a pastor, and what happened after this? 

EG:  They immediately asked Rev. Hoeksema to come and help them to decide what to do about it.  So 

Rev. Hoeksema came. One of the main things that he had to do with our group was to convince them as to 

the need for the Declaration of Principles.  Even today a lot of people know very little about the 

Declaration, to my mind.  We reconstituted as the Protestant Reformed Church of Redlands.  So then for a 

year or two, we had two Protestant Reformed Churches in Redlands, each saying that they were the 

Protestant Reformed Church.  And… 

MHH:  Eventually the larger group went back to the Christian Reformed Church. 

EG:  Eventually, after two or three years. Shortly after we reconstituted, we called Rev. H. H. Kuiper.  

Rev. Kuiper was our first preacher there after the split of 1953.  He came there probably in mid 1954. 

MHH:  And where did you meet? 

EG:  We met in a lot of different places.  We met in the Foreign Legion Hall at times.  We met in 

different church basements, wherever we could find a place to meet.  Finally we were able to obtain a 

Seventh Day Adventist Church because they met on Saturday so we could meet on Sunday. Shortly after 

that, we purchased a small church in Redlands. We bought that, I think, from the Methodist Church.  And 

we met there then for several years, until we moved to our new location. One of the churches that we 

rented, during those years did go back to the Christian Reformed Church.  They amalgamated with the 

Christian Reformed Church after about three or four years. Then, we ended up renting our old building 

back.   

MHH:  How ironic. 

EG:  Yes—that we had to rent our own building back that our parents had built. 

MHH:  And then where did you end up getting permanent property after the little church? 

EG:  After the small church, I guess when we, I can’t remember now.  We bought the church at the corner 

of Colton and Webster.  And I think we went from there, we did not have, had not yet gotten suitable 

property to build a school and church on.  So, for a time, we rented our old Protestant Reformed Church 

at the corner of Legonia and Clay. 

MHH:  Was it the thought already at that time to re-establish the school as well as build a church? 



EG:  I think that was always in the back of our minds,because we had always had a school and they 

wanted a school.  But it was difficult when we reorganized with so few families.  It would have been a 

very small school. 

MHH:  So, what happened with the school?  It was started anew… 

EG:  It was started anew in 1975.  At that time our minister was Rev. Marvin Kamps. He was a good 

block-layer. He and George Joostens, with help from others, built the entire school with our own people.  

It was a thought that some day we could worship there on Sundays in the school rooms while that was 

happening—I guess that was when we rented the church at Clay and Legonia—our old former church 

building.  A  few years after the school was completed, then we were able to could see our way to start 

building a church. We were first just going to build a part of the church and meet in it.  But we figured 

that once we were started on that, we might as well continue and just build a church and the social hall.  

And that’s what we did. The idea was that maybe we would meet in the social hall and then build the rest 

of the church later, but we ended up building it all at one time. We held our first service in that new 

church on Thanksgiving Day of 1983. 

MHH:  So the school preceded the church by eight years. 

EG:  At least at that location.  But the idea was that it was large enough.  It was five acres and plenty 

adequate for a new school and our church, even as it stands today. 

MHH:  And it still is there today? 

EG:  It still is there today, and it’s still adequate for our use. 

MHH: How large is Redlands congregation and how large is the school today? 

EG:  I think that Redlands congregation today is about 55 [families]. I think that we have about 35 kids in 

our school. It has been going down, but we have a lot of young couples in our church and a lot of young 

kids, so we expect the school will continue to grow, the Lord willing, in the next couple of years. 

MHH:  Mr. Gritters, one small item, going back a little bit earlier in our conversation, to this anonymous 

letter that you got and your visit with Rev. Vermeer.  I don’t understand what would be his motivation for 

sending you an anonymous letter. 

EG:  To me, it was just revenge for me leaving his group and going with the other group. He wrote 

another letter to someone else also at that time. I think I mentioned that earlier. His purpose in writing the 

letter was to hammer away on me; whether he thought I would change my mind or what, I don’t know.  

But I think it was just a vengeful revenge for me leaving with the other group. We worked together side-

by-side for six years. The parsonage sat right between the school and the church, so I saw him quite 

regularly.  Once in a while, when he’d have something that he wanted to do on the spur of the moment, 

he’d even have me lead a catechism class, which some of the elders said he had no business doing that.  

You may only have an elder do that.  But I did that a couple of times and being a young man, not having 



been in consistory, I didn’t know that it was improper for me to lead the catechism class.  I figured, well, 

I’m a Christian school teacher.  I’m able to do it.  So I thought nothing of it.  I said, “Yes, I’ll do that.”   

MHH:  Were you ever able to confirm the identity of the author of that anonymous letter? 

EG:  Not really.  Only by circumstantial evidence, by his reaction when I brought the letter to him, and 

showed it to him, and he said, “Oh, I’ll do something with this.” He immediately crumpled the letter up 

and dumped it in the wastebasket. I said, “I would like to keep that letter.”  So he begrudgingly took it out 

of the wastebasket, and I uncrumpled it and kept it.  Then a little later than that, we asked him and Mrs. 

Vermeer over to discuss that with him. Mrs. Vermeer would not say one word about the anonymous 

letter.  So I think it was my wife and my feeling was that she was aware that there was something not 

right.  She was probably aware that he was the author of it.  But there again, you can’t prove things like 

that.  But she was very quiet. 

MHH:  Not everything was as it should have been.  I want to ask you this question, Mr. Gritters.  Other 

than the things that you have mentioned so far in tracing the history, is there anything that stands out in 

your mind, an event, or several events, is there anything that stands out in your mind connected with the 

history of the church? 

EG:  Only that we had to jump from one place to another from 1955 to maybe 1960 before we obtained a 

place where could meet.  And that was when we bought the Free Methodist Church that just happened to 

come up for sale at that time.  That was exciting to get in our own church.  But there was no school there,  

so we were immediately we were looking for property that would be suitable for a church and a school on 

the same property. When we were able to obtain the land where we are now on East Brockton Avenue, 

we sold a parcel of land that we had bought for that purpose on the northern edge of Redlands, on sort of 

a secluded street.  No one really liked that particular piece of land.  They kept saying, “Let’s get rid of 

that; we don’t want a school and church there.”  So we did get rid of that piece of land we had on San 

Bernardino Avenue in north Redlands, and we were able to obtain this chicken ranch with five acres of 

land with it.  The owner of the chicken ranch, the house that was there, was almost adequate for a 

parsonage, but it needed some fixing up.  So we put quite a bit of work into it to get it to make it suitable 

for a minister. We have that same parsonage there today, ande’ve added on to it once.   

MHH:  You’ve spent pretty much all of your adult life in the Redlands’ congregation.  How would you 

characterize the congregation? 

EG:  Oh, I think we’re pretty much unified on everything.  We have very few disagreements that I’m 

aware of on any matters, other than just minor things.  But I’d say that there’s harmony in the 

congregation.   

MHH:  Are there a lot of professional people, lot of talented people? 



EG:  Several of them I guess you could call professional people.  I guess about five or six of them work 

the same place I did.  I guess you’d consider that professional work—civil engineering with the state 

highway department.  We had a couple of pretty large dairymen and we had other people that over the 

recent years got involved more in computer-related industries and things of that nature.  

MHH:  So, do they pull together in the financial support of the church and the school?  It is, I assume, 

self-supporting? 

EG:  It is self-supporting, yes. The congregation is very supportive of the school.  I think that about fifty-

five percent of the cost of running the school comes from donations, which is mainly from the rest of the 

members of our church there.   

MHH:  Who don’t have children in school. 

EG:  But even some of those with children in school will pitch in a little extra if they are able to.  So 

we’ve always been able to be self-supporting, while at the same time we’re taking up collections to send 

to places like Lynden and Wisconsin.  Sometimes I’ve wondered about that, because we never saw any of 

their financial statements to see if they needed theirs as badly as Redlands needed it. 

MHH:  Another question.  As you look back over your life and over the history of the church, how would 

you compare the church of today with the church of your youth?  Would it be the same, would it be 

different?  If so, how?  Any comments in comparing the church as we know it today with the church of 

your youth? 

EG:  Well, I think when you’re a young man, you are very respectful of all the people in the church.  You 

feel that they’re all one in word and deed and doctrine. As you get older, you find out that there are 

differences within the church.  I see differences even today, but I think we still preach the same word as 

faithfully as we did when I was a kid in Iowa.  When I was in Iowa, I admired the ministers we had there.  

When I was in Hull, our first minister was Rev. C. Hanko—he baptized me, but I don’t really remember 

him.  I think after him, Rev. L. Vermeer was there for a short time.  And then the one that I can remember 

very well was Rev. Andrew Cammenga.  I thought he was just the greatest minister there was, you know?  

Never anyone like him.  That’s what I recollect from there. 

 Now I don’t have feelings like that about ministers.  When we have a minister, yah, we like our 

minister.  But I don’t think I respect them or look up to them as I did when I was young. When I was 

young, it was almost like worshiping them. 

MHH:  Do you think the church is as conservative today as it was in your youth? 

EG:  That’s hard to tell because I grew up during the depression, and many of the people were very 

conservative because they had nothing.  My parents went from one rental farm to another.  I went to three 

or four different grade schools in Iowa and three different high schools in Minnesota, and then back to 



Western Christian High School in Hull. I don’t think that the church was nearly as financially prosperous 

in those days as it is now.   

 Now I sometimes notice that we have a shortage in the school.  Our church always meets its 

budget, but sometimes the school has great difficulties.  In fact, we let one teacher go about two years 

ago, after she had signed a contract.  We dismissed her because they decided they couldn’t afford to keep 

her, even though when you look at our parking lot, it’s all ten to thirty thousand dollar cars there.  So we 

are not poor.  But it seems to me that we don’t always have the heart to give to the school and the church 

the way we should.  We find money for other things. Houses? Some spectacular houses! And most of 

them drive very classy cars. I think I see more of that now than I did some years ago. 

MHH:  It’s interesting that you are not the first one who has mentioned that fact. 

EG:  I think cars and houses are a big weakness amongst the people of Redlands.  I even wrote an article 

once for the Standard Bearer, and I interviewed a very respected person from here. I said, “What do you 

see as a weakness in Redlands?”  Without even thinking, he said, “Cars and houses.”  So he noticed that 

that was number one in a lot of people’s mind—have the nicest house and the newest car.   

MHH:  It’s also been said to me in the course of some of my prior interviews that there are some who 

believe that we are slipping as far as the sharp edges of our doctrine is concerned.  A couple of subjects 

that were mentioned include the doctrine of the antithesis and a lack of emphasis on election and grace vs. 

man’s responsibility.  Would you care to comment on those? 

EG:   I would not agree at all that either one of those has been the case in the church of Redlands.  Our 

ministers, I believe, have always been very much straight down the line—no question about what they 

believe.  Some of them may be better speakers than others.  Over the years we’ve had some ministers you 

admired because they were great orators as well as great composers.  But, I don’t think we ever had a 

minister who was questioned about his doctrine, whether he was leaning towards Arminianism or any of 

that.  I don’t think we’ve had any of that in our ministers. 

MHH:  That certainly has been a blessing for Redlands Church then. 

EG:  Yes, I think so. 

MHH:  Are there any issues of any kind that you would like to address or any opinions that you would 

like to express?  That’s a pretty wide-open question.  But this is an opportunity for you to discourse on 

anything that you would like. 

EG:  Those in our church cooperate well.  

MHH:  Yes, you’ve gone through a considerable amount of history. 

EG:  Yes, we have.   

MHH:  But it is nice to know that Redlands seems to be prospering yet today. 



EG:  Yes, this will be my sixtieth year in Redlands. My wife just turned 80, so it’s her eightieth year in 

Redlands, although the church didn’t exist when she was born.  It started when she was 3 or 4 years old—

in 1932.  Even then, the church of Redlands at that time (I read books on that, and other members of our 

church agreed) did not really start in 1932 or 1933 over doctrine with the C[hristian] R[eformed church].  

Everything was going pretty good in the CR church.  The argument was totally over how many Dutch 

services a day. There were a lot of people, old Dutchmen in the church, who figured if you went to the 

English one, you were sending your children to hell because you can’t bring the word in English.  And 

that did split the church.   

MHH:  Which direction did the PR church in Redlands take?  Towards the Dutch? 

CG:  Towards the Dutch. [Here Ed’s wife Clarice (CG) joins the conversation] 

MHH:  That’s quite a reason for starting a church. 

CG:  But always my dad was still here and my grandfather didn’t like it.   

MHH:  Mrs. Gritters, you are a lifelong member of Redlands church.  What can you tell me about the 

origin in the early years of Redlands congregation? 

CG:  My earliest remembrance was driving to church one Sunday morning.  I told my dad, “You didn’t 

turn on the right corner.” He said, “We’re going to a new church.”  That was in 1932.  I was four years 

old. I remember hearing a lot of arguing and discussions about church.  I did hear that my dad was put out 

of consistory.  In fact, some place I have a letter from the consistory of the Christian Reformed Church 

telling him that he was no longer needed. 

 So my grandfather, J. R. VanderWal, wrote to Rev. [Herman] Hoeksema and asked him to come 

out here and preach for them. That’s how we got started. 

MHH:  Do you have any knowledge of what the issues were, other than the matter of a Dutch language 

service vs. an English language service? 

CG:  No, I jist remember, I remember hearing that.  But I also remember hearing about they didn’t like 

the preaching of Rev. Scotts, I remember that name.  And that’s really about all.  I was just too little to…. 

MHH:  You remember 1932 when you went to the new church.  Do you remember anything of the 

meetings or were you too young? 

CG:  I couldn’t go to the meetings.  We had a babysitter.   

MHH:  Mr. Gritters has thought of a comment that he’d like to make about the isolation of Redlands 

congregation. 

EG:  Yes, at one time there was a small church in Bellflower, but mostly Redlands was pretty much on its 

own.  Whenever we would lose a minister, it would sometimes take a long time before we’d get another 

minister.  Being so isolated, it was very hard to get pulpit supply.  So the elders (and I was one of those 

elders during most of my lifetime), during that time when we were vacant for so many years at a time, 



[would read printed sermons]. I had a record of it at one time.  I think I read in our church over 150 times.  

Sounds impossible, but I have a sheet of paper that shows the first Psalter number.  The next time I read I 

scratched it out and put in another one. Pretty soon I had Psalter numbers way across the page.  Finally 

there was no more room.  So I counted them, and there were about 65. And I started a new piece of paper.  

So even though it sounds like I’m exaggerating, I think I read at least 150–200 times. 

MHH:  It’s a good thing that, being as isolated as it is, Redlands does have unity and does stick together.  

But it must be difficult during the long periods of vacancies. 

EG:  It is.  Once in a while we do get our classical appointments.  But then there were long periods of 

time when we had no classical appointment, and that meant that it was reading. 

MHH:  This concludes my interview with Mr. Gritters and a couple of comments from his wife. Thank 

you for your time and for your answers, Mr. Gritters. 
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