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Psalm 134–141 

November 8 

Read Psalm 134 

 The master painter for Pharaoh’s tomb is under constant surveillance.  He has to go through 

security every time he leaves or returns to the pyramid, and must always leave his tools at the site.  He 

lives in a special village built specifically for the pyramid laborers and is always watched there as well.  

Yet, he and many of his friends still manage to steal from the very tombs in which they work on a regular 

basis.  The underground network is vast, even encompassing the tomb governor and the police chief.   

 Psalm 134:1 says, “Behold, bless ye the LORD, all ye servants of the LORD, which by night stand 

in the house of the LORD.”  Matthew Henry explains that some of the Levites had to stand guard in the 

temple to keep the precious items from being stolen.  This was something I had never thought of before, 

but hearing it made me think of this real tomb robbery story we learned about last year in ancient world 

history class. Wicked man loves money and will do whatever he can to obtain it.  This is the type of 

hunger we need for spiritual riches.  

Sing or pray Psalter #172. 

November 9 

Read Psalm 134, Numbers 6:22–27 

 “Behold!”  Pay attention!  You are in God’s presence!  He has promised to bless you!  God’s 

blessings are the only thing we need to fill us with joy.  His blessings, blessings of the covenant, 

communion with God, and all other spiritual blessings, are the best blessings, better than any earthly 

blessing.  Furthermore, it is the God who made heaven and earth who blesses us; therefore, we know that 

he has all possible blessings at his disposal and can and will perform them.  Finally, we ought to pray for 

these blessings not only for ourselves, but for others also.   

 God taught Moses and Aaron to bless the people of Israel in Numbers 6:24–26. “The LORD bless 

thee and keep thee: The LORD make his face to shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:  The LORD lift 



up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.” God then promises at the very end of verse 27, 

“...and I will bless them.”   

 Sing or pray Psalter #228.  

November 10 

Read Psalm 135:1–5 

 Our God is great and greatly to be praised.  These verses in Psalm 135 lay out three reasons for 

praise, as explained by Matthew Henry.  First, we must praise God because he is good.  The word good is 

generally used to describe something that is desirable, but not overly so.  We are not desirable of 

ourselves.  All we can do is sin in our old man.  God, on the other hand, is the only one to be desired.  

Second, we praise God because it makes us joyful.  In our new man, we enjoy singing praises to our God.  

We seek his will and not our own.  Third, we praise God because of all he has done for us.  Through his 

goodness, he has sent his Son to die the accursed death on the cross to save us from our sins, which makes 

us sing songs of joy out of gratitude.  We need be mindful of all these reasons for praise when we come to 

our God in prayer.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #373. 

November 11 

Read Deuteronomy 3:1–8 

 In Psalm 135 we read about how God slew the great kingdoms of Sihon and Og, who lived in the 

promised land, and gave it to his people Israel.  We can learn more about these stories earlier in the Old 

Testament.  In Deuteronomy 2 and Numbers 21, Israel asked Sihon if they could travel through his land.  

They promised not to touch anything on their way through, but Sihon would have none of it.  Instead of 

causing him to worship God and seek peace with Israel, the defeat of his fellow Amorite king only made 

Og more eager to fight God’s people.  Both kings were utterly destroyed.  Deuteronomy 3:3 says that the 

Israelites smote Og “until none was left to him remaining.”  Not just the warriors, but also the women and 

children were slaughtered.  These were mighty kingdoms with scores of cities, and Israel completely 

wiped them off the face of the earth.  Truly God had given them a mighty victory, which is only a picture 

of the victory that is ours through our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #16. 

November 12 



Read Psalm 135:6–12  

 There’s a physical battle going on inside your body right now.  Most of the time we aren’t even 

aware of it, but the ongoing warfare between cells and viruses is real.  Viruses are blindly aimed at 

destruction.  All they want to do is get into the cell’s nucleus and replicate themselves thousands of times 

until the cell can no longer contain them and bursts. Viruses keep coming up with new ways to attack the 

cell, and the cell must adapt as well in order to ward them off.  Our cells are constantly forced with the 

decision to change or die.  

 Wicked men and nations are merely tools used by God to obtain his purpose.  They think they are 

thwarting all of God’s plans when they are actually just acting in accordance with them.  The more the 

Egyptians persecuted the Israelites, the more they thrived.  The more wicked nations attacked Israel, as 

Sihon and Og did, the more prosperous and powerful God’s people became.  In the same way, the more 

the viruses try to defeat the cell, the stronger the cell gets.  God gives us so many pictures of spiritual 

things in creation, and this is just one more example.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #145. 

November 13 

Read Genesis 4:19–24 

 These verses in Genesis 4 talk about the three famous sons of wicked Lamech.  These men were 

extremely skilled.  They were people that the world would look up to.  It’s interesting to see how often the 

earthly strength of wicked men is brought out in Scripture.  King Og, mentioned in Psalm 135, was also a 

very imposing figure.  From Deuteronomy 3:11 we can glean that he was probably close to the size of 

Goliath!  We don’t read these same things about the people of God.  Although Genesis talks about the 

great deeds of the children of Cain, these kinds of things aren’t mentioned in the line of Seth.   

 Why would God include these details that seem to glorify wicked man?  He’s showing us that 

worldly might means nothing without him.  You think you’re special because you are skilled in music, 

Jubal?  Well, God can make the rocks themselves sing forth his praises.  You think you’re great because 

of all the earthly wealth you have, Jabal?  Well, it all vanishes the moment you die.  You’re impressed 

with yourself for inventing things, Tubal-cain?  Well, God created the entire universe in just six, twenty-

four hour days. 

November 14  



Sing or pray Psalter #375. 

Read Psalm 135:1–7  

 Psalm 135:7 reads, “He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh 

lightnings for the rain; he bringeth the wind out of his treasuries.”  Fire and water don’t mix.  Water 

poured on a fire will extinguish it, and a blazing fire will cause water to evaporate quickly.  Yet, God uses 

these together in the storm.  The water and fire come down from the heavens, neither eliminating the 

other.   

 Water and fire are used throughout scripture to show God’s power.  We baptize our children with 

water, which is a picture of the fire baptism performed by the Holy Spirit.  John the Baptist brings this out 

in Matthew 3:11, where he says, “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh 

after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy 

Ghost, and with fire.” God has already destroyed his creation once, and he will do it again at the end.  The 

first judgment took place through water, and the second judgment will happen with fire.  In the storm, 

God shows us his power to judge the world and preserve his people.    

 Sing or pray Psalter #128. 

November 15 

Read Job 38:1–15  

 One of my favorite classes in high school was Cults class.  It was very interesting to learn about 

what some of these false religions teach.  Out of all of them, I probably remember what we learned about 

Mormons the best.  Mormons believe that Jesus is our brother, and just like this universe was given to 

him, so we can each have our own universe when we die.  By “we” I mean men, of course.  Women can 

attain this glorious afterlife only by marrying a man who has done so.   

 In Psalm 135:5, the psalmist writes, “For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord is 

above all gods.”  Of course, this doesn’t mean that there are other gods and that God is just the most 

powerful among them, but that there are NO other gods.  Believing in lesser gods would be bad enough, 

but the Mormons go even further than that, claiming that we can all be equal with God.  In Job 38, God 

asks Job where he was when God did all his mighty works, showing plainly that he is in complete control 

and none can stand before him.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #275. 



November 16 

Read Psalm 135:8–14 

 Psalm 135:14 reads, “For the LORD will judge his people, and he will repent himself concerning 

his servants.”  I think Matthew Henry does a good job of explaining this verse.  According to him, we see 

here two ways in which God shows his kindness to us.  First, he judges for his people, so that they are 

preserved.  We see how he has done that throughout history in the preceding verses, with Israel’s 

deliverance from Egypt and entrance into the Land of Canaan.  Second, God is merciful to us and shows 

love to us, weak though we are.  We know how easily we can become frustrated with one another, but 

God is not like us.  He is always longsuffering towards his people.   Israel forsook God many times 

throughout their history, but he always brought them back “with a strong hand and a stretched out arm” 

(Psalm 136:12).  The same is true for us, the New Testament Israel.  God may remove himself from us for 

a time when we fall into sin, but we have the wonderful assurance that he will always call us back to 

himself and never forsake us.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #13.  

November 17 

Read Psalm 135:15–21 

 These verses demonstrate the senselessness of trusting in idols.  How could you put your trust in 

something you created?  If you created it, doesn’t that mean that you are stronger than it?  Idols created 

with men’s hands don’t even have the ability to sense things that we do.  They can’t do anything.  Those 

who trust in something this hopeless are no better themselves.  They have earthly senses, but no real 

understanding.  They are spiritually dead.   

 These things are so blatantly obvious to us, yet we do the same thing when we exalt ourselves 

above God.  We like to think we don’t do this, but that is indeed what we are doing whenever we fail to 

put our trust in him or submit to his will.  We are telling God that we, whom he has created with his own 

hands, know better than him.  We must always praise God alone, as we are commanded in this chapter, 

for “whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he…” (Psalm 135:6a). 

 Sing or pray Psalter #308.  

November 18 

Read Psalm 136:1–9 



 Psalm 136:8, 9 say that God made the sun “to rule by day” and the moon and stars “to rule by 

night.”  These heavenly bodies rule us in many different ways.  Our lives our governed by time.  We need 

time to tell us when to get up, when to go to work, when to have meetings, etc.  Without it, we are 

helpless.  There are many accounts of people becoming insane in dark prison cells because they had no 

light and no sense of time.  Speaking of light, that is another reason these things rule us.  We need light to 

work.  Without light, all activity ceases, as it did at the time of the plagues in Egypt and during the three 

hours of darkness when Jesus hung on the cross.  Another way in which the moon rules us is by 

controlling the tides.  The moon’s gravitational pull on earth causes the oceans facing the moon to bulge 

outward, creating a high tide.  You experience a low tide when the moon is perpendicular to your location 

on earth.  These are just a few of the ways in which the heavenly bodies rule our lives.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #378. 

November 19 

Read Psalm 136:10–26 

 "Relative to the first point which concerns the favorable attitude of God towards humanity in 

general and not only towards the elect, Synod declares it to be established according to Scripture and the 

Confessions that, apart from the saving grace of God shown only to those that are elect unto eternal life, 

there is also a certain favor or grace of God which He shows to His creatures in general.”  This is the First 

Point of Common Grace adopted by the Christian Reformed Church in 1924.  A refutation of this 

teaching can be found at prca.org, a portion of which reads, “The truth is that grace is not in things. All 

things are but means which God uses to the salvation of the righteous (elect) while He uses them to the 

destruction and damnation of the wicked (reprobate).”  We see that in this passage regarding the Red Sea.  

The same thing that was a passageway of deliverance to God’s people was a passageway into hell for the 

Egyptians.  Things are good of themselves, but the wicked can only use them to make their damnation all 

the greater.   

 Sing or pray Psalter#376. 

November 20 

Read Psalm 137  

In Psalm 137 a picture is given us of the faithful people of Israel weeping by the rivers of a 

foreign land.  They wept deliberate tears, tears of consideration as they remembered Zion, the holy hill on 

which the temple was built.  They did not weep for their own lost homes, but for God’s house.   



These mourning Israelites sat by the rivers and hung their harps in the willows, for they were so 

sad that they had no heart to use them.  While they had the hope that someday they would have reason to 

play them again, at this present time, God had “turned their feasting into mourning, and their songs into 

lamentations” (Amos 8:10).  That their enemies would command them to sing songs of Zion was cruel.  

Similar to when Belshazzar drank wine from the golden temple cups, they sought to mock God and his 

people.  

Jeremiah wrote in Lamentations 1:7, “Jerusalem remembered in the days of her affliction and of 

her miseries all her pleasant things that she had in the days of old, when her people fell into the hand of 

the enemy and none did help her: the adversaries saw her, and did mock at her sabbaths.” 

Sing or pray Psalter #379. 

November 21 

Read Psalm 137  

 As we said yesterday, in this psalm the Babylonians are mocking God’s people and commanding 

them to sing one of the songs of Zion.  Music is a powerful thing.  It stirs up our emotions.  Any little 

child will demonstrate this by skipping around the room when a lively tune is heard.  Music also has the 

power to help us commit words to memory.  We know that the psalms were sung and we use our own 

Psalter today to sing them.  We can all attest to the fact that it is much easier to memorize a Psalter 

number than the actual verses that number is generated from.   

 Music is a very powerful tool and that has given us, and we must be on guard against using it in 

the wrong way.  The songs of the world exalt every sin imaginable, and it can be easy for us to sing these 

songs without even thinking about what we are saying.  Popular songs today are laced with profanities, 

premarital sex, and murder.  Just as the Babylonians mocked the spiritual songs of their captives, so the 

world today mocks us with its complete corruption of this gift.  May we never take part in it.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #222. 

November 22 

Read Psalm 137 

 That which we love, we love to think about.  These faithful Israelites who wept by the rivers of a 

foreign land loved God and therefore God’s house.  Some of them had never seen or been to Mt. Zion, 



and yet they wept for its ruin.  They mourned for the house of God.  It was a love like David wrote about 

in Psalm 69:9, “For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.”   

 Furthermore, these Israelites steadfastly resolved to never forget Zion.  Psalm 137:5 says, “If I 

forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning.”  They desired to be unable to play their 

harps if they forgot Zion and its songs.  They wanted to remember it and desired it above their chief 

earthly joy.  “Lord, I have loved the habitation of thy house, and the place where thine honor dwelleth,” 

said David in Psalm 26:8.  

 Do we love God and his house above our chief earthly joy?  If separated from God’s house, 

would we pray, “If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth” (Ps. 137:6)?    

 Sing or pray Psalter #380. 

November 223 

Read Obadiah 

 Revelation 13:10 says, “He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with 

the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.”  This is what the 

Israelites prayed for at the end of Psalm 137.  They desired that the Babylonians be destroyed. 

The Israelites did not wish only for Babylon’s destruction, but also for the destruction of Edom.  

Edom had been a neighbor of the kingdom of Israel, and when Babylon’s army surrounded Jerusalem, the 

Edomites helped them and rejoiced when Jerusalem fell.  Those who rejoice at the calamities of God’s 

people shall not go unnoticed.  God will remember them at the day of judgment and they shall be 

punished. The book of Obadiah is all about the judgment of God upon the Edomites. First, it gives the 

reasons for Edom’s destruction.  Verse 12 says, “...neither shouldest thou have rejoiced over the children 

of Judah in the day of their destruction...” Then it tells Edom’s fate.  Verse 15 says, “...as thou hast done, 

it shall be done unto thee: thy reward shall return upon thine own head.” 

Sing or pray Psalter #148. 

November 24 

Read Psalm 137 



 The last verse of this chapter is a tough one to read.  Just the thought of reading this verse in a 

room full of Christian haters makes me break out in a sweat.  I can just imagine the looks of shock and 

disgust.  “You really believe that?  This is why the world needs to get rid of hate-filled people like you!”  

 This is the word of God, and we must not contradict it, but how do we explain such a gruesome 

statement to our own children and the world around us?  In order to understand this verse, we must 

understand that we aren’t speaking about doing this to any specific person we meet in this life.  This verse 

refers to the hatred we have for evil.  We desire the destruction of all those who seek to destroy our God.  

However, it isn’t for us to know who is saved and not saved in this life.  Therefore we seek the 

destruction of the wicked, but desire the salvation of every person who crosses our path, for we do not 

know the thoughts of the heart.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #156. 

November 25 

Read Psalm 138 

 David’s use of the word gods in Psalm 138:1 refers to the kings and mighty leaders of the nations 

around him.  He will worship before them with his face towards God’s holy temple as God has 

commanded.  David hopes that his godly example will cause these heathen rulers to worship God also. 

“All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O LORD, when they hear the words of thy mouth” (Ps. 138:4). 

 We also must be a godly example to the people we interact with every day.  Whether it be our 

boss or our children, our classmates or our little league teammates, our grandmother or our next-door 

neighbor, all must see by our words and works that we love our God.  May it never be said of us that we 

give cause to those around us to ridicule and blaspheme God.  Instead, they must be moved to praise God 

with us.  Then we can say with David in Psalm 138:5, “Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the LORD: for 

great is the glory of the LORD.” 

 Sing or pray Psalter #381. 

November 26 

Read Luke 16:19–31, 1 Corinthians 1:25–31 

 David writes in Psalm 138:6, “Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but 

the proud he knoweth afar off.”  In the parable of Lazaraus, Lazarus was a perfect example of lowliness, 

eating the crumbs from under the rich man’s table.  Yet he loved God, and when he died he was carried 



up to heaven.   The rich man however, who was “clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously 

every day”, did not love God.  In hell, he lifted up his eyes to heaven where he could see Lazarus and 

begged for a drop of water from his finger.  Of course, Lazarus could not bring him a drop of water, for 

the “gulf” between heaven and hell is too great to be crossed.   

 In 1 Corinthians 1:28, the apostle Paul writes, “And base things of the world, and things which 

are despised, hath God chosen...”  1 Peter 5:6 states, “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand 

of God, that he may exalt you in due time.”  May the Lord help us to be humble. 

 Sing or pray Psalter #104. 

November 27 

Read I Corinthians 15:1–10  

 Continuing with the theme of humility from yesterday, Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:10 says of the 

other apostles, “I labored more abundantly than they all.”  If we were to take this statement by itself, it 

would seem as if Paul was being very prideful here.  In actuality, he was exhibiting much humility.  This 

is shown in a couple different ways.  First, Paul makes this clear in the surrounding verses.  Immediately 

before this phrase, Paul confesses that he is not even worthy to be called an apostle for his persecution of 

the church.  Then, immediately after this phrase, he states, “yet not I, but the grace of God which was 

with me.”  Second, this must have taken much humility to be able to say without it becoming prideful.  I 

can’t even imagine being able to do this myself.  Again, in Psalm 138:6, we read, “Though the LORD be 

high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off.”  God used Paul greatly in 

spreading the gospel, for he was lowly.  We pray that God grant us that humility, that we may be able to 

make such bold confessions with a clean heart.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #366.  

November 28 

Read Psalm 138 

 We just heard a sermon preached on the third commandment in which the uniqueness and power 

of God’s name was explained.  Seminarian Feenstra clearly explained how God’s name is different from 

ours, because God is his name.  We know God through his name.  One example that was given was God’s 

name proclaimed at the burning bush, “I AM THAT I AM.”  This name of God shows that he is unchanging 

and everlasting.  He is complete in and of himself.  He will never break his promises and his works will 



always be completed.  Psalm 138:8 says, “The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O 

LORD, endureth forever...”  My Bible says that “perfect” in this instance means “complete”.  God will 

complete his work of salvation in David and in us.  Paul also wrote with confidence in God’s promises.  

In Philippians 1:6 he states, “Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in 

you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.”  What a great comfort it is to us, knowing God will save 

us as he has promised.   

 Sing or pray Psalter #101. 

November 29  

Read Hebrews 11:1–6  

 Psalm 139:5, 6 say, “Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.  Such 

knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.”  There is so much that we cannot 

comprehend, because our minds are bound by time, space, and sin.  We can’t comprehend how God can 

truly be three in one.  We can’t comprehend how God himself could be made man.  We can’t comprehend 

how God formed such an intricate yet vast creation in six days.  We can’t comprehend where heaven is.  

We can’t comprehend what heaven is like.  We can’t comprehend the idea of eternity.  We can’t 

comprehend perfection.  We can’t comprehend the fact that God has no beginning.  We can’t comprehend 

the fullness of God’s love for us.  We can’t fully understand any of these things, but we know that they 

are true.  How?  We know these things by faith, which is “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence 

of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).  

 Sing or pray Psalter #382. 

November 30 

Read Jeremiah 1:1–10  

 People usually talk about how tiny a newborn baby is, but to me they seem enormous.  I didn’t 

always think this way.  My perspective quickly changed when I had children of my own.  Immediately 

after my daughters were born, I couldn’t believe that that entire person had been living inside my wife!  I 

held the baby, looked at my wife’s belly, and couldn’t wrap my mind around how the whole child fit in 

there.   

 As you can imagine, your body is required to operate slightly differently in order to allow another 

person to grow inside of it.  This process is so amazing that it clearly reveals the hand of God.  For one 



thing, a woman’s blood supply grows by up to 50% during pregnancy!  As if that isn’t crazy enough, she 

grows a whole new organ, the placenta, to house the child during its nine-month stay inside her!  

Something this amazing could only be the work of God, as brought out in Jeremiah 1:5 and Psalm 139:13.  

Here is yet another reason to praise him: “for I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14).  

 Sing or pray Psalter #383. 

December 1 

Read Psalm 139:19–24 

 Psalm 139:23, 24 say, “Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: 

And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”  What a bold confession!  

I look at myself and have a hard time seeing how I could make it.  I know my sins and the evil thoughts of 

my heart.  Why would I call on God to “see if there by any wicked way in me”?  Wouldn’t I just be 

bringing God’s judgment upon myself?  Also, do I really hate those who hate God with a perfect hatred?  

I know in my heart that I love God and hate evil, but so often I fail to speak out as I ought.   

 This bold confession leads us right to Christ.  It’s only through him that we can make it.  We’re 

born totally depraved, but we have been given a new heart through Christ’s shed blood on the cross.  In 

that new heart, we truly do seek to do what is pleasing to God.  Sin remains against our will in us, but we 

are fighting the battle of faith and building up our treasures in heaven.   

 Sing or pray Psalter #384. 

December 2   

Read Psalm 140 

 In this psalm, David is asking God for deliverance from the evildoer and that judgment might 

come upon that evildoer.  Wicked man is described here as being like a serpent, being violent and being 

proud.  This last one can especially hit home for us, because we all know how much we struggle with 

pride.  We listen to the sermon and really hope that this or that person is listening to this point that we 

believe they really need to hear.  We enjoy showing off our God-given talents in front of people so 

everyone can see how good we are.  We are quick to see the sin in others, but so slow to see it in 

ourselves.  We need to be reminded that pride is not something to be taken lightly.  It is one of the key 

characteristics of the wicked man, and will not go unpunished.  “Pride goes before destruction,” as it says 

in Proverbs 16:18.  We must strive to get that adder’s poison out of our mouth and our mind.   



 Sing or pray Psalter #81. 

December 3 

Read 2 Samuel 17:1–14 

 As we stated yesterday, in Psalm 140 David is praying for deliverance from the “evil man.”  In 

verse one, it appears that there is one chief enemy, for it says “evil man” and “violent man”.  Yet in the 

rest of the psalm it refers to “they” and “their”. David had many enemies. Not only did they seek to kill 

him, but they also sought to draw him into sin.  All this they did subtly.  They aimed to destroy him and 

turn others against him secretly.   

 Ahithophel is a perfect example of a secret enemy.  While pretending to be David’s friend and 

counselor, he secretly joined Absalom and gave him advice in how to steal David’s throne.  When David 

heard of Ahithophel’s betrayal, he prayed for God’s help.  2 Samuel 15:31 says, “...And David said, O 

Lord, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.” In 2 Samuel 17 we read about how 

God answered David’s prayer.  In the end Ahithophel hangs himself. Psalm 140:9 says, “As for the head 

of those that compass me about, let the mischief of their own lips cover them.”  

 Sing or pray Psalter #385.  

December 4 

Read Proverbs 9:1–9  

 I remember a friend bringing a coworker to church when we were teenagers.  Our group had a 

good time joking around after the service, as usual.  The next day, my friend confronted me.  He told me 

that his coworker was less than impressed with my attitude following the worship service.  He gently 

reminded me that we are called to be a positive witness for the truth, not a negative one.  I was ashamed, 

and I’ve never forgotten that conversation.  I was so busy trying to fit in and look cool, that I sought the 

praise of men over the praise of God.   

 In Psalm 141:5a, David says, “Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him 

reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head.”  Proverbs 9:8 says, “Reprove not 

a scorner, lest he hate thee: rebuke a wise man, and he will love thee.”  David and Solomon saw what a 

blessing it was to receive correction from our brothers and sisters in Christ.  Reproof is never easy to take, 

but we are all called to watch over one another and help each other walk the pathway to heaven.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #1. 



December 5 

Read Psalm 141 

Psalm 141:6 reads, “When their judges are overthrown in stony places, they shall hear my words; 

for they are sweet.”  This verse comes right after the verse about receiving reproof from fellow saints, 

which we talked about last time.  Here, David asks that God might work in the hearts of his persecutors to 

receive reproof from him, according to Matthew Henry.  We must always remember that it isn’t for us to 

know who is saved and who is not in this life.  David himself is the ultimate example here.  Saul hunted 

David to try and kill him, yet David continued to show respect to Saul and desire his salvation.  We must 

show earnest desire for the salvation of all those who cross our path by humbling proclaiming the good 

news of the gospel to them and bringing gentle reproof when they live in open contradiction to God’s law.  

Sing or pray Psalter #264. 

December 6  

Read Psalm 141 

 Just look at the terrorism that abounds today and you can easily see that we live in dark days.  

There seems to be a new terrorist attack every week.  Most of these attacks involve suicide bombings, 

some even performed by children.  It is amazing to see how blind wicked man is in his aim to destroy all 

that is holy.  These people tell themselves that they have a heaven waiting for them where they can satisfy 

all the evil lusts of the flesh, and then they “fall into their own nets” (Ps. 141:10).  They happily rush 

straight to their own destruction.  In their efforts to destroy Christianity, they only succeed in destroying 

themselves.  Death for God’s people is just the passage into eternal life, for they can kill the body, but not 

the soul (Matt. 10:28).  Once again, we see how the wicked are merely tools that God uses for his 

purpose.    

 Sing or pray Psalter #20. 

December 7 

Read Judges 21:10–25  

 There is another way in which the wicked “fall into their own nets” that comes to mind.  Our 

pastor prays often about the rebellion against law enforcement that is sweeping the country.  At the front 

of this movement is the Black Lives Matter organization.  The pure hatred towards police officers that this 

organization exhibits is truly terrifying.  With chants like “Pigs in a blanket, fry ‘em like bacon,” and 



eating a roasted pig with a cop’s name on it, this group is obviously encouraging violence, and that is 

what they are getting.  Cops are being assaulted and killed across the country, and the number of new 

recruits is tumbling.  The irony is that these people who are supposedly fighting for equal treatment are 

attacking the very people whose job it is to make sure they get that equal treatment.  Without law 

enforcement, there would be no fair and equal treatment, for everyone would do “that which was right in 

his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).  In their effort to convince everyone that they are being mistreated, they 

mistreat their protectors, endangering what protection they had.  In the end, their situation is only worse 

than when they began.  

 Sing or pray Psalter #352.  

 


