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While my family and I have been serving God’s people in Northern Ireland we have had the 

opportunity to look at world events from a different perspective. Perhaps in the future I will be 

able to discuss other things we have learned out here, but in this article, I would like to take a 

look at the Church of Rome. 

What is the Roman Catholic Church like in the present day and age? Is she still the one that 

practices the “accursed idolatry” spoken of in the Catechism, Lord’s Day XXX? What about the 

place of the Pope? Surely Catholics would no longer say he is infallible. You see it is very easy 

to go soft on the Pope with the media showing him to be a gentle, fatherly, benevolent type of 

person who travels the globe to heal the troubles in the church. In my opinion too many of us 

have been taken in by the latest Romish propaganda showing their good intentions and basic 

harmlessness. Allow me to take you behind the scenes for some glimpses at what today’s 

Catholic church is like after Vatican II. 

Ireland is one of the strongholds of the Romish church. The things that are observable here 

are characteristic of that church through the whole world. Certainly, those things might be 

modified to fit a different society with less support. 

Though Northern Ireland is mostly nominally Protestant yet there are many Catholics living 

here as well. Every morning I walk past my neighbors’ car and see the image of St. Christopher 

who is the guardian of those that travel. They actually believe the image helps. 

In Southern Ireland (Erie) there is a mountain called Croagh Patrick where good Catholics go 

to gain merit. Though I have been unable to visit the place with the Protestants who go there to 

witness to these people, the scene has been described to me in a terrible picture. Imagine 

hundreds of people climbing the rough path strewn with sharp and jagged rocks, their bare feet 

cut and bleeding, struggling to the top in every type of weather to gain merit with God. These are 

not just the young and fit that are climbing, but many old and bent for whom each step is further 

agony. Some never make it to the top because they are too crippled or they die in the attempt. 

This is not a one-time pilgrimage, the people return again and again. Remember, this is 1985! 

I’m not talking about the history from 400 years ago. Imagine the agony and suffering that has 

been and continues to be poured out on this rock in a futile attempt to gain merit with a Holy 

God. 

Recently I purchased a newspaper while on a trip to Belfast. The paper was called “The Irish 

Catholic”. It was dated May 16, 1985. It claimed to be the largest selling Catholic paper in 

Ireland. Though I expected it to be bad, I must admit I was still shocked when I began to read. 

Let me share some of it with you. 

 

NAPLES SAINT ON SCHEDULE 

A crystallized substance believed to be the blood of St. Januarius liquefied on schedule this 

month, an event heralded as a good omen by more than 3,000 cheering Neapolitans present at the 

Cathedral of St. Claire. 

. . .With few exceptions, the unexplained phenomenon, which the Church has never declared 

a miracle, has occurred three times a year for the past 600 years. 

About the recent visit of the Pope to the Netherlands one reporter had this to say: 

. . he told people in Utrecht that they should obey the rules of the Church, that abortion was 

very sinful, that the role of women is to give birth to children and raise them, that lay workers 



devoting a part of their spare time to the Church should know their secondary place in the 

Church Hierarchy, in which the priests should continue to have the last say. 

In a section entitled “THANKSGIVING NOTICES 10p PER WORD’’ there were many 

interesting notes of which this is a sample: “I AM most grateful to Edel Quinn for favours I got 

through her intercession. She never fails me. D.A.’’ 

In another article that dealt with the ecumenical movement the writer had this to say, “The 

primacy of the Pope and infallibility, followed closely by the ordination of women to the 

priesthood, remain the most contentious issues in efforts to achieve Anglican-Roman Catholic 

reconciliation.’’ 

A Fr. Jim Ryan died recently. An Article said of him: 

He had a wonderful devotion to Our Lady, travelled to all the Curia Meetings of the Legion 

of Mary, and had just built a Shrine in honor of Our Lady, close by the entrance to the Church. . . 

.He loved the hymn: “Hail Queen of Heaven” . . . Now, he enjoys the company of Mary in the 

vision of the Most Blessed Trinity. . . .Prayer: May the Lord accept the prayers which we offer 

through the intercession of Our Lady. May they help us on the way to heaven. 

The words of the hymn that was mentioned are as follows:  “Hail Queen of heaven, the 

Ocean Star, Guide of the wanderer here below. Thrown on life’s surge, we claim thy care; 

Save us from peril and from woe. Mother of Christ, Star of the Sea, Pray for the wanderer, pray 

for me.” 

There is much more that could be said but space does not permit. There are some 

observations I would like to make that will perhaps provide a more in-depth study at a later date. 

1. The Church of Rome is essentially the same as it was at the time of the Reformation 

though it has assumed a more “acceptable” form that deceives those that are not well-grounded 

in the truth. 

2. We must not be fooled into thinking that the Church of Rome no longer hates the truth 

proclaimed in the Reformation. She still hates the cause of Christ and the Truth. It is not that 

long ago that our forefathers were persecuted, tortured and killed for daring to oppose the Pope. 

We must never forget that. Also, I am convinced that many of the troubles in Northern Ireland 

are caused by the evil intentions of the Church of Rome. 

3. In our preaching, we must not allow our people to think of the struggle with Rome to be 

an old battle that is no longer relevant today. We must take pains that God’s people understand 

that Rome is one of our most deadly present enemies. 

     4.   We should witness to those who are of the Church of Rome in order that God’s elect that 

are there might be brought into the True Church. May God give us true concern for the souls in 

the clutches of the Whore of Rome. 
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