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As the two missives that follow, the first by the Rev. G. Hutton, on behalf of Covenant 

Christian School in Northern Ireland, and the second by Mr. Deane Wassink, show, the Lord has 

blessed our response to the plea for help of Reformed saints in Northern Ireland, in the Christian 

education of their children, in the past year. 

We (and by “we” is meant all who supported the work in Ulster, whether by prayer, gifts, 

work, teaching, or some other way) - we could help brothers and sisters in the Lord with a real 

need, as they struggle, financially and in other ways, to give their children instruction in a good, 

Christian school, according to their calling in the covenant. We could be instrumental in the 

support of a fledgling movement on behalf of Reformed education in another land. We could 

provide Biblical, Reformed teaching to some 20 children for a school-year. We could, through 

Mr. and Mrs. Wassink, bring a powerful witness to many across the ocean. Although this was not 

our purpose, we could leave a testimony to the good name of our Protestant Reformed people 

and, thus, of our Protestant Reformed Churches. We could express the communion of the saints 

in a concrete way, thus enriching that communion. In all this, we could serve on behalf of God’s 

covenant, to the glory of His Name. 

We thank God for prospering our way. 

Now that the work is concluded and the Wassinks have returned home, the Committee can 

see that several thousands of dollars are still needed, to take care of the financial aspects of the 

work. About $2,500 is needed for various expenses connected with the work, e.g., insurance for 

the Wassink family while they were in Northern Ireland; several thousand dollars are to be given 

to the Wassinks for their support. We trust that God will supply the needed money. 

We ask for the support of our people and of all who are zealous for Reformed education. 

Those who have not yet given have the opportunity to do so,, now; those who have already given 

may now see the work through to a proper conclusion. 

If you are willing to help, make your check payable to the Protestant Reformed Church of 

South Holland (Fund for Reformed Education in Ulster) and send it to: 

Mr. Jack Lenting 17014 Wausau Avenue South Holland, IL 60473. 

May God bless the work done, so that it bears fruit in years to come and to all eternity; and 

may He bless the rearing of His covenant children in the Truth, in Northern Ireland, in the U.S., 

in Canada, and in all the world. 

 

George Hutton 

 
When the future of Covenant Christian School in Ballyclare, Northern Ireland, looked to be 

in jeopardy because a teacher could not be obtained for the year 1984-85, Deane Wassink 

answered the Macedonian Call for help. Leaving behind family and Christian friends with whom 

the Wassinks undoubtedly had strong ties, they made their home for almost a year amongst 

people they had never met before and knew little about. They were confronted by a culture and a 

way of life somewhat different from that to which they had been accustomed and they tolerated 

honourably the lack of American conveniences and coped with added inconveniences, resulting 



from their involvement with the school. 

Coming to the “Emerald Isle,’ the Wassinks soon won their way into the hearts and 

affections of the people in the little Bible Presbyterian Church in Larne, while Deane gained the 

confidence and respect of the children with whom he worked in the Christian School in 

Ballyclare. Assisted by his wife Donna, Deane settled into a difficult situation with all the unique 

problems of a small, young, and struggling Christian school. Seeing the need for simple music 

lessons in the school, Donna offered her services and soon became involved two mornings each 

week. As a team, Deane and Donna rendered very valuable service, not just to the school, which 

was vital, but also to the cause of Christ more generally by their walk and conversation. 

Covenant Christian School in Ballyclare will always stand indebted to the Wassinks and to the 

Protestant Reformed people who made their involvement with the school possible. 

Because of the generosity of our friends in the P.R. churches our covenant children under God 

have received another year of Christian education and for this we are extremely humbled and 

thankful. 

 

Deane Wassink 

 
Dear Fellow Saints, 

The academic year which has just ended was a very special one for my family and me as well 

as for the witness of our churches and schools. We have had opportunity to teach in Covenant 

Christian School in Larne, Northern Ireland. As far as my family and I are concerned, I can say 

that we experienced many things that will never be forgotten. We have made many friends with 

those of like faith. We have seen and experienced the covenant faithfulness of God in a land and 

among a people very different from our own. 

I think the thing that impressed many people over there was that our people were so 

committed to the cause of Christian education that they sacrificed in order to put a family in 

Ulster to help in a time of need. Actions speak louder than words. Many observed and 

appreciated that. 

I stand amazed, now that I am able to reflect on the year gone by, at the many opportunities 

we have had to witness. We became a part of the small but lively Bible Presbyterian Church in 

Larne. Leaving them was in many ways like leaving our family. We had the wonderful 

opportunity to teach a school full of covenant children. Not only did we meet many fellow saints 

in Northern Ireland who have a like commitment to Christian Education, but we also visited 

England and met with struggling saints there, we gave them samples of material on education 

from our churches and schools and offered what help we could. We hope and pray that we may 

be able to be of further assistance to all these fellow saints. 

There is so much I would like to say. Perhaps I can tell you more about it when I show my 

slides.  We express our thanks to those who have helped make it possible for us to work this past 

year in Northern Ireland. The labors there were difficult at times, but we are convinced that God 

blessed them to His glory. 
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