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Whether the Holy Spirit will bless the mission work of our churches depends on you! This is 

the theme of tonight’s speech. 

I, as a missionary, am often asked by the people of our churches, “How is the work on the 

mission field going?” From the perspective of the theme of tonight’s speech, I could legitimately 

answer, “You can answer your own question. How are things in your church?” 

The reason for this close relationship between the condition of a church and the Holy Spirit’s 

blessing upon that church’s evangelism is something we will explain a little later. For now we 

simply say that the Lord works with a corporate responsibility. If the church body does not live 

as it ought, then God will not bless its evangelism. If we pursue evangelistic outreach at the 

expense of corporate holiness and unity, we forfeit the gracious results of both. 

Admittedly, I desire that your zeal for evangelism and mission work might increase. I have 

prayed that this convention, with its theme on missions, might obtain some of that increased 

zeal. But I am very conscious that it must be a zeal according to knowledge, else we make 

disciples twice-fold fit for hell. It must be a zealous evangelistic concern which expresses itself 

in Biblical paths. 

Tonight’s speech has three divisions. First, let us consider the presuppositions, upon which 

our speech for tonight is based. The second matter we must consider is the nature of the 

responsibility of the church body in evangelism. We touched on this a bit in the introduction, but 

we must go into further detail. The third point is entitled “The Calling,” in which we want to 

make some practical suggestions. 

First, then, are the four presuppositions which form the foundation of our thoughts in this 

speech. These are really the foundation for a proper consideration of missions, in general. 

A. The first presupposition is that the true church has a concern for evangelism. It is 

Biblically inaccurate to say that evangelism is the chief purpose or the exclusive purpose of the 

Church. It is also wrong to say that it is not one of the chief concerns of the 

Church. Over against those who make evangelism the chief purpose of the church, we must not 

react and create an equal heresy that evangelism is only for the Arminians and church activists to 

take care of. If we claim to be a part of the true church, then among our chief concerns will be a 

genuine, scripturally directed concern to proclaim the evangel, to preach God’s saving grace in 

Jesus Christ. 

B. The second presupposition is what I call the proper, spiritual context of Biblical 

evangelism. This is given by Jesus when He gives what is called the Great Commission. Look up 

Matthew 28:18-20 and notice the parentheses Jesus places on each side of the commission. To 

this spiritual context there are two parts. 

The first part of the proper context of all evangelism, whether missions or witnessing, is the 

enthroned and exalted Christ (vs. 18). The Head of the Church, Who sends us out, has all power 

in heaven and on earth given to Him. From a practical perspective this has strong implications 

for us. 1. It means that we must be very careful to adhere to His Word as we establish our goals 

and as we determine our methods. We will let King Jesus set the task before us and He will tell 

us what are proper methods (preaching, not dialogue, art, music, drama, etc.). 2. It means that we 

will be confident as to the ultimate triumph of Christ in the work of evangelism. Although we 

cannot open hearts for the Gospel, He can. 3. It means that the Jesus we must present in our 

evangelism will not be the man of Galilee (as modern evangelism so often portrays Him), but the 



King of kings. We will not present Him as a waiting, pleading Savior, but as an enthroned King, 

at whose feet men must plead for mercy. 

The second part of the proper context of the mission work of the church and the witnessing 

of the saint is the ever-present Christ (vs. 20b). A consideration of this too will have very 

practical implications on our work. 1. If we carry on the work of missions in this •context, then 

we will have great consolation in the face of discouragements and we will keep on evangelizing 

in the most difficult situations. 2. We will be humbled, when success comes our way, because we 

will know it was only because Jesus, the enthroned and exalted King, blessed our efforts. 3. We 

have the greatest encouragement to perform the work. When I first became a missionary, I can 

remember thinking how nice it would be to have Rev. Lubbers (a former, zealous missionary) go 

with me. You, young people, might wish that you could have myself or one of the other 

missionaries be with you when you witness. But both of us are wrong to think this. We already 

have the best companion possible. Jesus Christ, enthroned on high with all power, goes with us! 

4. Knowing that He is ever present with us is a stimulus not to forget our calling. The church 

which is most careful to carry out this calling, will generally have the most consciousness of the 

presence of Christ in their midst. 

C. The third presupposition is that the task of missions is three-fold. We introduce it with 

the question, “What do we pray for, when we pray for our neighbor or for positive fruit on the 

mission field?’’ Jesus gives the answer in Matthew 28:19, 20a. 

First, teach all nations. This is literally “make disciples of all nations.” This consists of 

bringing men into trustful submission to the Son of God. Making disciples is not done in three or 

four quick steps. Nor is it just having someone make a decision. Bringing men into a position of 

total commitment to Jesus as Savior and Lord is a long-range task. It is a task that requires of us 

a self-denying love which makes us identify with people in their needs and thinking. 

Secondly, baptize the disciples. Among other things, baptism marks the church on earth. 

Therefore, the idea behind this part of the task of missions is bringing the disciples into a vital 

relationship with the Church of God. The task of evangelism is not simply the salvation of souls, 

but also the building of the church. This too requires a great deal of time. 

Thirdly, the task of missions is teaching the disciples (now in a local church) to observe all 

things Christ commands. This is bringing them into practical conformity to the Word of God. 

Concern for evangelism is concern for catechism, preaching, and a seminary. 

This three-fold task of missions is very comprehensive; not something quick and easy. This 

is what you should be praying for when you pray for the salvation of your neighbor. This is what 

you should be praying for when you pray for your missionaries. 

D. Our fourth presupposition is that the work of the church body (the subject given to me) 

has two aspects. First, there is the work of church extension, often performed by local 

congregations through evangelism committees. This is the giving of a witness in the area in 

which the church is located. Second, there is the work of “home” missionaries, called and sent by 

local congregations to perform the work of preaching the Word, hopefully for the purpose of 

gathering believers unto the formation of a congregation. 

Really the work done by these two is much the same. This work consists primarily of the 

preaching of the Gospel. This preaching is given wider distribution in the following ways: 

lectures and conferences, tape distribution, paper and radio advertising, print and send out 

literature, door to door canvassing, courtesy to visitors, hospitality, telephoning one’s concern, 

friendly visits, neighborhood Bible studies, mailings, institutional visits, etc. It is my contention 

that much of what is done in the mission field should be done for the very same reason in the 



local congregation. 

How is it that we all are responsible for the “success” of mission work? 

What is the nature of our responsibility as a church body? 

First, we will detail what this responsibility is. Secondly, we will give some Biblical support, 

which will further explain the concept. 

A. First, we must remember that evangelism and missions is the work of the instituted 

Church. It please God to call His people to salvation by the preaching of His Word. Who 

preaches? Not an individual! Not even if he has the title of “minister.” Preaching is done by the 

Church. The Great Commission comes, not to missionaries, but to the Church (a congregation) 

as a unit. It is the Church, believers and their seed, instituted, which does the work through the 

missionary. Just as I say that I, not my tongue, am speaking, so missions is not the work of the 

missionary, but of the Church. Next, we must remember that evangelism depends wholly upon 

the Spirit. God blesses the Church which is itself faithful in keeping this command to preach to 

all nations. It is not merely what the missionary does, but, in a sense, what the church or 

denomination does, that counts. For the Holy Spirit will not be mocked. 

B. Let us prove this point. 

First, take the example of our bodies. Picture the evangelism of the Church as the work of the 

hand. The ability of the hand to do its job depends on the quality of the life of the body. 

Look up Acts 2 and find the description of the character of the Church which grew, to which 

the Lord added daily. You will find it in verses 42-47. It was the Church that was faithful to the 

apostles’ doctrine, that was zealous in worship, and that was at peace among themselves. 

The Church loses its right and privilege to evangelize when things are not right within her. 

The prophet Haggai shows (in chapter one) that the people’s inability to experience the blessing 

of God was because they did not concern themselves with spiritual things - the building of the 

temple. 

God’s blessing on the missionary is not without regard to the unity and holiness of the 

sending Church. Look up John 17:21 and notice the relationship Jesus establishes between the 

unity of the Church and the fact that the world believes that Jesus is the Son of God. Where there 

is heresy, disinterest in spiritual things, carnality, worldliness, immorality, hatred, strife and 

division, there evangelism cannot be expected to prosper. God will not be mocked! We cannot 

expect the blessing of the Lord, if we ourselves are not good and faithful witnesses. 

Finally, we face the question as to what is your and my calling? 

In general, the kind of interest for missions which is needed shows itself in the activity of 

everyone in the Church body. Each member labors to do the best they can in their position, for 

the sake of the body. The toe, eye, hand, voice box, any muscle or tendon does its best for the 

sake of the whole. 

Specifically, you, young people, have a unique place in the body of the Church. As the 

Church of tomorrow, you must develop and grow. A young person’s place in the Church body is 

to learn, to study, to grow spiritually to the best of your ability, for the sake of the whole. I want 

to suggest three specific (of many) ways in which you can concentrate your development. 

First, develop a genuine interest in doctrine. 

This means that you open yourselves to the preaching and to catechism instruction, just as the 

Bereans did in Acts 17. Be ready for catechism. Do not go over the lesson for the first time as 

you walk into church. Be anxious to learn the wonderful truths about your God. 

Closely related is the very important question: what difference does the truth held by the 

Church make in your life? Not that having our doctrine straight and knowing it is not important. 



Nor is it unimportant to what church you are joined. Nor is the only important thing how you 

live. But if we have little concern for the Scriptures and confessions and for doctrine, then we 

should not expect the Holy Spirit to bless us and our work. If your knowledge of doctrine is not 

put into action, then all your knowledge means little to God. Is your Christian life genuine?: 

Some of the characteristics of a genuine Christian life are: humility, assurance, gratitude, zeal for 

God’s glory, obedience to His commands. Where the Lord sees this, He promises to bless our 

witness. 

Secondly, develop a healthy concern for your neighbor. 

Gain the perspective of Paul for the Jews. Read Romans 9:2, 3; 10:1. Have interest not only 

in the souls with whom Rev. Bruinsma labors in Jamaica, but also those in Grand Rapids. This 

interest must not be just to heap coals of fire on their heads, or to add to the rolls of the Protestant 

Reformed Churches. But it must be an interest in seeking to glorify God by loving your neighbor 

as yourself (admonishing them and caring for them.). 

Thirdly, develop a prayer life. 

It is easier to preach than it is to pray, for in prayer you are placing a knife into yourself, 

destroying all that is self-pleasing, all self-confidence, and all self-interest. It is wrestling alone 

with God for His glory, as Jacob did. 

It is easy to bemoan problems in the Church and in your local congregation. But it is difficult 

to be humbled to pray about it. 

Maybe we have not because we ask not! Include in your prayers petitions for the Holy 

Spirit’s blessing upon our evangelism and missions. He is the power of evangelism: we must 

depend upon Him. We must always be beseeching Him to make our work fruitful. We must 

consciously be laboring in His might. 

 

PSALM 84 

O Jehovah Sabaoth, hear my cry, 

And hearken to my fainting prayer, O Shield. 

Ah, look on Thy anointed one; 

for I A porter’s staff in love had rather wield, 

Today, than in the courts of wickedness  

To dwell a thousand years.  

The Lord our Sun Gives grace and help to us today.  

No less Will He withhold eternal rest from one  

Who walks in uprightness;  

whose hope shall gain Thee as a home; 

 whose dwelling-place Thou art. My pilgrim’s tent. 

 My shelter from the rain Of tears.  

The way of Zion in my heart. 

O Jehovah, God of Hosts, blessed in Thee 

The man who trusts in thee.  

When shall I see? 
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