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In our churches the creeds are held in high esteem. This is not without good reason. The 

creeds are the wisdom of our fathers given to them and to us by God. 

Because the fathers sought after wisdom they were preserved, Proverbs 4:4-7. We must also 

seek after wisdom by continually learning the doctrines afresh, then we too will be preserved. To 

this end the creeds should be used as tools to open up the scriptures and challenge us to a greater 

understanding of scripture and therefore of our Lord. The fruit of which are Hope, Charity and 

Faith. 

Because of the emphasis we as Protestant Reformed Churches have on catechism preaching, 

I would like to devote the rest of this article to the catechism in specific. It is important that 

young as well as old have an understanding of the catechism’s proper place. 

One perspective on the catechism’s place might be, "Let us get rid of catechism preaching, it 

is not relevant for us today.’’ This surely is a dangerous perspective. Would a wise man ignore 

the wisdom of his father? Would a wise church forget the wisdom of its church fathers? No, we 

must not do this. The catechism can be made pertinent for us today, both in the preaching and in 

our own study. How can one deny the pertinence of a statement such as “What is our only 

comfort in life and death?’’ (Question 1). This question answered from scripture can only lead to 

a deeper knowledge of our Lord and King. 

Another perspective would state that the catechism is perfect. This idea can be easily 

defended against. We need only to point out that the catechism was written apart from "divine 

inspiration’’ and therefore it must be as our fathers were, imperfect. 

A third perspective would be one in which the catechism is used improperly, such as one 

having catechism preaching that is only partially dominated by scripture. A statement I recently 

came across concerning catechism preaching reminded me of this. Prof. Homer Hoeksema in his 

seminary Homiletics Sylabus states, "He must not merely preach on the truth on which the 

catechism touches in a particular Lord’s Day, but he must preach on the catechism itself. He 

must read the Lord’s Day as he reads his text before the sermon, and then proceed to preach a 

sermon on the catechism itself. . . . And while it is not always possible to be explicit on this in 

the course of ones’ sermon the minister should certainly let his sermon as much as possible be 

controlled by scripture.” I ask, is “as much as possible” enough? Aren’t scriptures to completely 

control ones’ sermon? Can the catechism be used as a text just as scripture would be? 

A historical perspective and I feel the proper perspective on catechism preaching can be 

summed up by the two following quotes. Rev. Rich Veld- man (from 1943 Standard Bearer 

debate article), “Catechism preaching is a preaching that lets scripture speak, that does not 

exegete a Lord’s Day, but always aims to point out the relation between the two.” 

Rev. Herman Hoeksema in his introduction to a Lord’s Day 1 sermon states, “We must have 

sound doctrine, for without it we perish. The catechism is sound doctrine, not because it is 

infallible, but because it is living doctrine. Therefore we must preach, not out of the catechism 

but with the catechism as our guide. Preaching must always be a preaching of the Word. That 

does not mean that it must be out of one single text; it may also be a group of texts; and that is 

what we have in our catechism.” 

This holds true also for ministers preaching to those who have been brought up in the 

Reformed faith and understand the truths contained in the catechism. Only scripture can make 

the catechism preaching applicable to us personally today. 



We as Protestant Reformed people must be careful not to depart from the Reformation battle 

cry “Sola Scriptura”. As we uphold our creeds, we must not lose sight of their limitations. 
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