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“Abstain from all appearance of evil.” I Thessalonians 5:22 

 

The Word of God admonishes us: Abstain from evil! Abstain from the appearance of evil. 

Abstain from ALL 'appearance of evil. 

If we would only take heed to that, what a misery we would avoid! 

This warning of Scripture is often taken to mean that we must avoid anything and everything 

that might appear to be evil. 

Thus this text is used to encourage us to avoid whatever our neighbor might consider evil, 

whether he is right or wrong. If he is an Adventist and thinks that it is wrong to work on 

Saturday we should refuse to work on Saturday, lest we offend him. If someone objects to eating 

meat, I should avoid eating meat.  But that is not the idea of the text. 

The word for ‘appearance’ in this text means ‘shape’, ‘form’. 

The text teaches us to abstain from evil, no matter what shape or form it may have. We must 

keep ourselves aloof from it, avoiding it like poison, no matter how innocent or appealing it may 

seem. 

Any sin against any of the commandments of God may never be condoned, but must be 

condemned, so that we want no part of it. 

That includes ALL evil. 

Driving the car ten miles above the speed limit or deliberately ignoring the stop signal, or 

even driving with an eye on the rear view mirror is condemned here. 

Sinning by substitution, letting someone else sin to our enjoyment while we read a filthy 

novel or watch a movie. 

Borrowing from the shop or office with no intention of returning it. 

By our gossip giving an extra kick to someone who is down. 

Buying lottery tickets to get rich in a hurry, or drooling over a shiny new car which someone 

received by chance or otherwise. 

Avoid those evils! Draw back from them. When Satan attacks be ready for him. Do not 

discuss the matter with him, as Eve did. Even when he comes as an angel of light, or through 

your best friend, see through his camouflage. Follow the example of our Lord and fight him with 

the sword of the Spirit: “It is written!” 

The point I wish to make is that this includes avoiding evil as soon as it lifts its vile head in 

our presence. Sin must be nipped in the bud. 

You know the expression: “Don’t aim a gun unless you intend to shoot.” 

Many serious accidents have resulted from aiming an “unloaded” gun. Don’t play with fire! 

Many difficulties could have been avoided if we had not carelessly taken a wrong exit while 

travelling along the expressway. It took a slight touch on the wheel to direct the car off from the 

highway and down the exit. At the moment we were only inches, and then feet away from the 

road we should be on. The longer we continued on the wrong way the farther we were from the 

highway and from our destination, and the harder it was to get back. 

A small side-stepping into the path of sin can seem so innocent, so appealing. Have you ever 

noticed how the feet of a small child are drawn to a water puddle? He tells himself “I won't get 

wet.” And then suddenly he is wet. 

A wet paint sign arouses an urge to touch the paint. 



Sin in any shape or form can be so appealing! 

A small weed can readily be uprooted and destroyed. The longer that weed is left to grow the 

larger it becomes, crowding out the good plants. The larger it becomes the deeper the roots work 

into the soil. The deeper the roots the harder it is to uproot. 

A small flame of fire is readily extinguished, but when it flares up and spreads it rages out of 

control, doing dreadful damage and leaving a path of horrible destruction. 

A drug addict started out at one time with a mere experiment. Possibly it was on the dare of 

his companions. It certainly was not intended as more than a venture. Not at any time did he 

intend to become an addict. Although he kept boasting that he could quit any time, he was 

hooked. Yet he was the last one to admit it. 

The first sin looks so innocent that it almost sounds ridiculous to call it a sin. But sin breeds 

sin, even ever greater sins. James 1:13-16. 

The road to hell is paved with good intentions. The devil is cunning. Sin is a cruel tyrant that 

spares no one. One sin leads to the second, even worse than the first. The second leads to a third, 

still worse than the second. At first we seemed to have control of the situation. We resolved that 

it was not going to get out of hand. But somehow we lost control. Sin had taken over, had 

overpowered us, so that we were now its willing victims. What seemed so wrong and troubled 

our conscience at first, now could be condoned. We began to rationalize sin. In others this would 

be a very serious offence, but in our circumstances it was justifiable. There was no stopping, no 

longer any restraint. The need, the urge to sin had become so irresistible, so overwhelming that 

all reason was lost. Sin breeds sin even unto death! 

No will power, no firm resolution can deliver us from Satan and our own wretched, sinful 

selves. Even a remorse because of the bitter consequences of our sins cannot have any lasting 

value. Satan awaits his time. Our hearts are the most deceptive of anything we know. Soon the 

sorrow is forgotten and sin once more takes over. 

Only the wonder of God’s almighty grace can deliver us from sin’s destructive power, 

creating in us a godly sorrow and a sincere, lasting repentance. II Cor. 7:10. 

The lesson is: Abstain from every form or shape of evil. Nip it in the bud before it has you in 

its power! 

And also, never start anything that you cannot finish with impunity! 
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