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“If that idiot-driver at the head of the line had not been sleeping when the light turned, I 

could have made it through!’’ 

Have you ever heard anyone say that. . .or said it yourself? For that matter, how often do you 

go through an entire day without hearing a single snide remark about somebody else’s ineptitude, 

or stupidity? Impatience with others is an all too common occurrence among us - especially, 

perhaps, right in our own families, where close familiarity seems to make irritating habits all the 

harder to endure. “Don’t tell me you used up all the hot bath-water again!’’ or “When are you 

ever going to learn how long to boil an egg?’’ Consistently gracious toleration of the supposed 

faults and failures of other people is a rare virtue among men. 

And that kind of tolerance is only the bare beginning of this matter of “long-suffering.’’ How 

long are we willing to suffer, without resentment, when we are really abused by others? I’m not 

talking now about minor irritations but of actual provocations. “So and so has maligned my 

name. I’ll fix him! I’ll let everyone know how incompetent the guy is to be a judge of anything.’’ 

Or, there’s the fellow who is unkind right to our face. How often do we not reply in kind, or, 

what’s very little better, hold our tongues but burn with anger in our hearts? Thin-skinned 

it’s called. We’re quick to lose our cool under the slightest provocation. We are content with 

nothing less than immediate satisfaction of our own aroused emotions. So, we lash out in such a 

way that, though it might make us feel better for the moment, we succeed only in making matters 

worse. 

Did Jesus ever have occasion to “suffer long’’? To ask the question is to answer it. Sinners 

contradicted Him. His own rejected Him. His friends were fickle. Finally, He was subjected to an 

ignominious trial, after which He was tortured on a cross. . .and at any moment He could have 

prayed the Father for twelve legions of angels, more than enough by far to wreck vengeance on 

all His foes. But He didn’t. “Father, forgive them. ...” 

It was but a couple of weeks till the last Passover. Jesus’ ministry in Perea was finished. He 

set His face to Jerusalem. And He did that, knowing full well what lay ahead. The dark shadow 

of Gethsemane, the black night of the cross, was surely creeping over His soul. 

Jesus’ disciples understood that a visit to Judea, and more particularly to Jerusalem, 

constituted a threat to His life. They were therefore apparently baffled by His insistence on going 

there anyway, and they followed Him only with great apprehension (Mark 10:32).  They were 

afraid for Jesus, of course; but they feared also for their own safety, since whatever evil befell 

the Master would almost certainly involve His disciples as well. 

Jesus had, some five months prior to this, explained to them exactly what was in store for 

Him in Jerusalem. And He had done so in clear, unequivocal language. “The Son of man,” He 

said, “is delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after that he is killed, he 

shall rise the third day” (Mark 9:31). How did they respond to that? We read simply that they 

didn’t understand and they were afraid to ask Him concerning it (vs. 32). And Jesus was 

apparently content at that time to let them remain in their ignorance. 

On their way to Jerusalem for the last Passover, Jesus once again took His disciples apart in 

order that He might tell them, in words more precise than any He had ever before used with 

them, what was going to happen to Him in Jerusalem. Listen: “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; 

and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall 



condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock and to scourge, and to 

crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again” (Matt. 10:17-19). 

What more could Jesus have said, to make His instruction clearer and easier to understand? 

How could it ever be that the disciples were caught unprepared by the crucifixion, and then 

abandoned hope after His death, as if that were the end? 

To us, who stand in the church of Christ nearly 2,000 years after Pentecost, and who have 

therefore the benefit of the church’s long study of the truths of Christ’s kingdom in the 

light of the New Testament Scriptures and with the enlightenment of the Spirit of Christ, that 

instruction of Jesus seems so very elementary. It seems incredible that the disciples could have 

failed to understand, Yet, they did. Why? In an attempt to make some sense out of their inability 

to comprehend, we can say first of all that, to the disciples’ way of thinking, a suffering, dying 

Messiah was a contradiction in terms. How, after all, they must have reasoned, could the Son of 

God be killed? And if, as they thought, He could not die, then how could He rise again? We read 

in Mark 9:10 that they kept the idea of a resurrection to themselves, “questioning one with 

another what the rising from the dead should mean.” Yes, what it meant. Not ready to take Jesus’ 

words in the literal sense, they were apparently searching for some hidden, figurative meaning. 

There is yet another factor which must be borne in mind in considering this blindness of the 

disciples. Of Jesus’ instruction that “the Son of man shall be delivered into the hands of men” we 

read that the disciples “understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that they perceived 

it not” (Luke 9:44 & 45). The idea here is that there was a divine purpose in it all. In the end, His 

disciples too must forsake Him and flee. Jesus must suffer and die alone. In the final analysis it is 

therefore of the Lord that the disciples did not at this time have a clear conception of the nature 

of Jesus’ work. 

What we have here, then, is a group of men, not yet enjoying the light which Pentecost would 

shed on the cross, struggling with a difficult concept, namely, a Messiah Who dies. What’s more, 

their apparent inability to get in the clear regarding it was according to the good counsel of God. 

And Jesus understood all of this very well. It would seem therefore that it would require little in 

the way of endurance, of long-suffering, of patience, on the part of Christ to remain sympathetic 

with His disciples in their continued ignorance of what lay ahead. But that’s hardly the case. 

Think, first of all, about this matter of God’s counsel. Do we imagine for a moment that we have 

better reason to lose patience with those who oppose or in some way annoy us, because we have 

to do only with them and not with God? Do we think, in other words, that those who contradict 

us function somehow independently of the counsel of God? King David was right on target 

when, in response to Abishai’s offering to take off Shimei’s head, he said, “the Lord hath said 

unto him, Curse David’’ (II Sam. 16:9 & 10). When our anger flares in quick resentment for an 

offense against us, we are in a real sense chafing under the hand of God, Who chooses often to 

refine His people as silver is tried - by fire. The point is, at any rate, that we cannot lightly, 

dismiss the repeated attempts of the disciples to deter Jesus from His appointed way, simply by 

saying that Christ would surely have been ready to forgive their opposition because their 

ignorance was, after all, “of the Lord.’’ For if that applies to Him (and it does), it applies with 

equal force to us in all of our comparatively speaking petty grievances against others. 

Secondly, what about the fact that the problem which the disciples faced was a perplexing 

one? We’ve said that the disciples did not have the light that Pentecost shed on the work of 

Israel’s Redeemer. That’s true, of course, but we must not think for a minute that their ignorance 

can be excused on that basis. The difficulty they would have in ridding their minds of the false 

notions which were so much a part of the thinking of the day is one thing; but their refusal to 



believe Jesus’ plain teaching of what His way must be is quite another. The fact is that their 

conception of the kingdom of the Messiah was a carnal one. They were looking for earthly 

grandeur, and they kept out anything that was contradictory. They believed, in other words, what 

they wanted to believe. The blindness, therefore, which Jehovah God used for His own good 

purposes, was a willful one. So well had the disciples convinced themselves that their 

understanding of the kingdom was correct, that they would not accept a literal interpretation of 

His plain words. 

And what we must remember is that this attitude was something in which the disciples 

persisted from the time they began following Jesus till the time when they wielded a sword in the 

Garden to try to prevent His capture by the enemy. What I’m saying is that Jesus for three full 

years had to live with what was really an interference with His work, on the part of those who 

were His closest companions and most loyal supporters. What do you think, did that require 

long-suffering on the part of Jesus? You’d better believe it! It would not have been so trying a 

circumstance if what we’ve just been examining was nothing more than a simple 

misunderstanding of certain parts of Jesus’ instruction. It was, instead, as we’ve said, a refusal to 

believe; and, further, it involved not merely an isolated point of doctrine but the very essence of 

Jesus’ ministry. The absurdity which the disciples imagined there to be in a literal interpretation 

of Jesus’ instruction concerning His death, and their reluctance to press the matter further with 

the Master were but symptoms of what must be seen to have been a marked contrast between the 

mind of Christ and the mind of the disciples. Not, of course, that there was no point of contact 

between the disciples and Jesus. There was. Jesus could talk to them as to those who hungered 

and thirsted after righteousness. And it wasn’t either that the disciples did not have a genuine 

love for the Lord. When they said, “Let us also go, that we may die with him’’ (John 11:16) they 

meant what they said. And when they confessed, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” 

(Matt. 16:16), they meant what they said. But immediately after that beautiful confession of 

Peter it became apparent that there was nevertheless a stark contrast between the thinking of 

Christ and that of His disciples: “Be it far from thee, Lord: this (i.e., His suffering and death at 

the hands of the Jews) shall not be unto thee” (Matt. 16:22). And the exact nature of that contrast 

became the more apparent when, at a time when Christ had set His face to go to Jerusalem, the 

disciples fell again to vying for positions of greatness in the kingdom (see Mark 10:32-45). 

Jesus’ only thought was to do the will of His Father, even when that meant for Him the way of 

the cross - for others; theirs was for an earthly kingdom, with earthly glory and power - for 

themselves. Jesus’ response to the request of James and John for positions at His right and left 

hand is therefore noteworthy for its gentleness. Their unworthy ambition surely grieved His 

heart. I wonder. . .were we there, would we have thought that the only proper response to such 

unrelenting earthly-mindedness would be righteous indignation? How “long” do we suffer with 

the persistently erring brother? Jesus’ answer was simply, “Ye know not what ye ask.” And He 

went on patiently to give the disciples much- needed instruction concerning true greatness in the 

kingdom of heaven. 

I ask again, do we think that it would not have been so very difficult for Jesus to endure the 

disciples’ mistaken notions about the nature of His kingdom and work? If we do, I think we do 

not fully appreciate the struggle which would have to be the daily lot of the sinless One as He 

lived His life among men, men whose best works are spoiled by pride and self-seeking. But, 

whatever the case, things did get worse. The suffering which He endured “from the beginning of 

His incarnation,” as our Form for the Administration of the Lord’s Supper puts it, was 

immeasurably intensified at the end of His life. The details of that suffering, during what is 



called Passion Week, are familiar to all of us. We will not therefore dwell on them here. Note 

only, concerning them, that He was completely innocent of every accusation brought against 

Him. Yet, as Peter declares in his first epistle (2:23), “When he was reviled he reviled not again; 

when he suffered, he threatened not.” How unlike us! It’s not for nothing that the apostle Paul 

includes longsuffering in the nine characteristics which he calls the fruit of the Spirit in his letter 

to the Galatians; mentions it in his first letter to the Corinthians, in his list of qualities that 

characterize love; makes it, in his letter to the Ephesians, an important part of the walk which is 

worthy of the vocation to which we are called; encourages the Colossians to exercise it in a walk 

which is worthy of the Lord; and commends it to Timothy. Longsuffering, patience, needs 

emphasis. When we are wronged, or think we have been wronged, our response is often 

calculated to ensure that whoever offended us will regret it. Not so, Christ. He “committed 

himself,’’ says Peter, “to him that judgeth righteously.’’ Rather than troubling Himself over 

whether or not His tormentors will escape justice, He committed His way to God, the righteous 

Judge. And He concerned Himself rather with the long-term spiritual welfare of those with 

whom He had to do. “Ye know not what ye ask,’’ He told the disciples. . . and then proceeded to 

give them instruction concerning what it was for which they should ask. “Father, forgive them, 

for they know not what they do’’. . .and then He died, for elect sinners whose daily offenses 

constitute a rejection as real as that of those who cried, “Crucify him!’’ 

In the context of the verses quoted above, Peter declares that “Christ also suffered for us, 

leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps’’ (I Pet. 2:21). “All through His agony in 

the garden, His trial of cruel mockings before Herod and Pilate, and His passion on the tree,’’ 

writes Spurgeon, “He waited in omnipotence of patience. No glance of wrath, no word of 

murmuring, no deed of vengeance came from God’s patient Lamb; He waited and waited on; 

was patient to perfection, far excelling all others who have according to their measure glorified 

God in the fires. . . . Did the Only Begotten wait, and shall we be petulant and rebellious?. . . Let 

us (rather) arm ourselves with the same mind. . . .’’ 
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