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You know there are times when we like to hold this present generation up on a pedestal for 

all to see. We all, both young and old, like to be recognized for what we have accomplished. And 

perhaps one could say that this generation is the smartest, the most advanced of any to date. But 

let’s look at the spiritual side of the coin for a moment. Are we really any different spiritually 

than any generation that has gone on before us? To be very specific, are we any further along the 

road of religious maturity than say the people we read about in the Bible? Or do we see the same 

weakness, the same sin, the same denial in our own lives as we are so quick to point out in those 

we read about in the pages of God’s Holy Word? 

 These questions need to be answered by each one of us. For if we are to grow and develop in 

things spiritual we have to be very aware of just where our own strengths and weaknesses lie. 

Once we know, we can do our best to correct any problem that exposes itself. 

You know that it can often seem completely impossible to us that the Jews of Jesus’ day 

could deny that Jesus was the promised Messiah. They had Him right with them, preaching and 

performing miracles on a daily basis; and yet they wanted no part in His Kingdom. Just read the 

account of Jesus feeding the five thousand with five loaves of bread and two fish as it is recorded 

in John Chapter Six. The day after Jesus performed this miracle the people asked Jesus how He 

had gotten across the Sea of Galilee when the day before they had seen his disciples go away by 

ship without Him in it. But Jesus who knows the inner workings of all men answered their 

question by saying: “Ye seek me not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the 

loaves and were filled”. Verse 26 

These “followers’’ of Jesus were denying the Kingship of Christ. They had only one thought; 

to make Jesus their earthly king. After all, any man who could feed them like He had done the 

day before would make a fine earthly king. They were seeking after the bread that perisheth, and 

they wanted nothing to do with Jesus who calls Himself the Bread of Life later on in the chapter. 

And the church of today does much the same thing as we read about in this gospel account. 

There are many who also deny the Kingship of Jesus by making of Him that which He is not. 

Some who call themselves followers of Christ want no part in any spiritual kingdom which has 

as its head a meek and lowly Saviour who died a shameful death on the cross. Rather, they are 

looking for a Christ who is a revolutionary, or a Christ who is a reformer, or they desire to make 

Christ nothing but a mere man. 

The important point to remember thru all of this is that despite these obvious departures from 

God’s Word which we see all around us today, those who depart still go around and claim to be 

followers of Jesus and His teachings. The false church of course never goes about calling itself 

the false church. It should then become very obvious to us that it will be up to us to determine 

just where the false church lies today. 

Now it would be nice if the false church posed no threat to us, or specifically to you the 

young people of our churches, but to assume such a position would be rather naive. For if there is 

one age group on which the false church, especially the so-called cults, seems to thrive, it is the 

youth of this country and that means you. 

Some like the appeal of the false church because they feel it is merely trying to bring a breath 

of fresh air into old outmoded traditional forms of worship. Others like the appeal of the false 

church because they feel it is simply providing answers to life’s basic questions. These people’s 

lives are in crisis, and the false church is giving them a sense of stability and of belonging. The 



false church, especially cults, can provide a warm environment for troubled individuals. It offers 

a home, a safe place, an identity in a difficult chaotic world. 

But perhaps there are really two major reasons why we have seen an explosion in the 

numbers of the false churches and in the numbers of people who flock to them. And those two 

reasons are ignorance and uncertainty. Where you have church people who are both unfamiliar 

and uncertain about just what they believe, there you will find the false church on the attack. It 

uses these two weaknesses as a wedge to gain entrance into the church. It is sad to say, but no 

less true, that at best the average Christian is totally unprepared to defend his or her faith. In a 

word, we are all guilty of perhaps knowing what we believe, but not why. And this could make 

anyone of us a potential target for the false church. 

Thus it becomes very obvious to all of us the important need to be completely familiar with 

just what it is we believe, and perhaps even more important, why. We can be thankful that our 

churches still place a great deal of importance on developing instruction in the doctrines of the 

Reformed faith. For where churches have failed to instruct and emphasize a definite systematic 

plan of just what it believes doctrinally you see the false church rushing in to fill the void. 

However, no matter what you hear, the false church is not based on Scripture. It is true that 

all of these so-called churches or cults attempt to build themselves a foundation on the Word of 

God, but if you take a careful look at each you will almost always find that the founder of this 

specific church tells you what the Bible says. He in a sense becomes the source of all knowledge 

that is given to the members. They say this is what the Bible says, or that is what it teaches. The 

members then are obligated to get their information from those in control. 

The false church also usually makes some sort of appeal to a person’s reason and rationality. 

They like to apply a person’s reason and rationality to look at specific doctrines of the church. 

Hell is unreasonable for a loving God. A Triune God is irrational. Christ being born of a virgin is 

unreasonable, and so on and on they go. 

It cannot be stressed enough that we all have to be aware of just how real the danger of the 

false church is. It is a mark of the development of the false church which will give rise to the 

anti-christ himself. So we can expect that it will only get worse and continue to grow at a faster 

and faster pace. For that reason alone, it is important to apply your Christian home life, your 

Christian church life, and your Christian school life to every aspect of your daily life. You cannot 

leave it behind or hide it under a bushel so that none can see it. For the minute you do that you 

leave yourself wide open to the temptation of the false church. After all, the lie of the devil can 

be much more appealing to our sinful nature than the truth. And if it were not for the grace of 

God in our lives we would be unable to withstand the onslaught of this wicked world in which 

we live. We can thank God daily that we have become reconciled to Him by the death of His 

Son. For without that death of Jesus Christ, the false church would prevail. However, such is not 

the case. The victory over evil, in this case religious evil, is ours; no one can take that away from 

us. 
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