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“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: fear God and keep his commandments: for this 

is the whole duty of man.”  Ecclesiastes 12:13 

 

Choosing a life’s calling, a life’s partner, should be and is the seeking to perform the will of 

God, the will of our heavenly Father! 

In the most basic sense of the word, God separates us from our mother’s womb unto a certain 

calling in life. He has us born into a designated family, and parents of his choosing are ours. 

Here in this family, in obedience in the Lord, we come to years of discretion. Really nothing is 

left to chance; all our life is directed according to God’s counsel and providence. As it was with 

David so it is with each child of God. 

David served his generation by the will (counsel) of God and fell asleep, and was gathered 

unto his fathers. (Acts 13:36) 

That is true of every child of God. 

Within the frame-work of this serving our generation by the will of God we must also try to 

see a place for our Christian calling in life. Here is more than a “job” to do. In our parlance, 

“job” means employment for wages or salary. And our life’s calling is really not at all to be 

equated with a “position”, which suggests high social status. Nor can it be limited to what is 

called in our language an “office” which means really a position of trust and responsibility. 

Sometimes we even speak of a man having a “post”, where one is stationed at a certain place 

with duties from a superior. 

It is all these together and more! 

It places all of these on a high and more exalted level, as all things stand in relationship to 

God, Christ and His church and kingdom. 

It is really: fear God and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man! The 

Dutch translation has: fear God and keep his commandment for that is “fitting” for all men! 

Yes, this fear of God is befitting man, who was created in the image of God! For the fear of 

God is to stand in holy awe of God, to love Him and adore Him, and to seek to serve the Lord to 

the utmost of our strength and talents. We do not put our talents in the ground, we do not leave 

them in misuse! We must be faithful over little to presently be placed over much. Life is the 

trying ground. (Matt. 25:14-30). 

May it not be said to any of us, of you young men and women, take it from him and give it to 

another. Nor may it ever ring in our ears to all eternity: depart from me ye cursed into everlasting 

fire prepared for the devil and his angels! 

Your life is a life of prayer? You conscientiously, before the face of God, seek to know the 

Lord’s will for your life, and the particular place where you may serve the Lord in a good and 

free conscience? 

Let us try to say a few words on this very weighty matter. 

In a larger and more profound sense of the word our decision of a life’s calling is made for us 

by God Himself. Our prayer is: lead me by thy counsel. We see the counsel of God unfolding in 

the life of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. They were the days of the years of their pilgrimage to 

which the LORD had set them apart. How clearly we see the counsel of God unfolded in the life 

of Jacob and of his sons in their being brought to the land of Egypt, the house of bondage. All 

things worked together in their lives. Hear Joseph consoling his confused and conscience- 



stricken brothers, when he says, “but as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it 

unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.’’ (Gen. 50:20) 

What is true of Joseph and his brethren is universally true for all God’s children. 

All learn to pray with the Psalmist: thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterwards 

receive me to glory. (Ps. 73:24) 

You desire to be a school-teacher in a Christian school; you have a constant desire to teach 

not simply any children, but you believe that you have a calling to teach the holy seed of the 

church for their place in life’s calling? And you would instill into their minds that in their full-

orbed life in the world, toward God, fellowmen and angels and devils they have to remember 

what is “fitting” for them as saints; to fear God, and keep his commandments? Or you would 

become a practitioner in medicine, not merely to fulfil the rather pagan “oath” of Hippocrates 

(read this oath sometime) but you would deal with men’s bodies as temples of the Holy Spirit 

when Christians, and, if they are not, deal with them as those originally created in the image of 

God. You would show the love and mercy of Christ in that field? Or you would be a lawyer to 

hang out your shingle, so that you may help the needy in their problems, and aid men and women 

to live orderly under the law from a good conscience (Rom. 13:1 ff)? Or you want to be a good 

father or mother of children to train them in the fear and nurture of the Lord? 

Then you would pray fervently whatever “office or vocation” you have: grant, Father, that I 

may be as diligent in this office and calling as the angels of heaven are in theirs —these angels, 

who always behold the face of our Father in heaven. (H.C. Ques. 124) 

Yes, that is the straight and narrow way which leads to life. And few there be that find it. 

Yes, we are to be the salt of the earth, a city on a hill-top, the light of the world, that our 

Father in heaven be glorified because of God’s grace in us! 

So the “office and calling” is not limited to being preachers and teachers according to the 

Scriptures. 

But it is also true that not all are to be preachers and teachers, and not all are to be fathers and 

mothers. But all are to serve God in that station and calling where God places them in his 

inscrutable wisdom and providence! (Rom. 11:33-36) 

It is still true that “God has set some in the church” to serve in a special way and in a special 

office. We may, with Paul, ask the rhetorical question: are all ministers, are all professors, are all 

elders, are all deacons, are all teachers of children and young people? It is good to place the 

duties to serve the Lord before the attention of our young people, but we should ever engage in a 

sort of “drive” to get many or few men and women into these offices. However, we do believe 

that when a young man loves the Lord, confesses his name publicly in the congregation, and 

stipulates three things: 1. to believe the doctrine contained in the Scriptures in the Apostles’ 

Creed to be the true and complete doctrine of salvation 2. That he rejects all heresies repugnant 

to these doctrines 3. That he will submit to Christian discipline and if he should become 

delinquent, that he should consider very seriously whether the Lord has given him “gifts” for the 

teaching or preaching of the Gospel of Christ in the church. There was a John somebody, who 

thought that he should “preach Christ” because he saw that initial “P.C.” somewhere on his farm 

machinery. Upon attempting the impossible he later read this “P.C.” to mean “plow corn”. 

We must not try to invent signs and indications of our own making and choosing. 

There are certain evidences of being called to a certain task. 

1. God gives certain talents to certain people, certain spiritual-psychological aptitudes. A 

teacher as well as a preacher must be able to read with comprehension. He must have the mind of 

Christ in a large measure. He must be a good and apt student. He must be able to use languages 



as tools with efficiency. Yes, there is room for the minister with lesser talents; however, they 

must be ministerial talents. He need not be a straight “A” student. Few are. But he must be above 

average as a student —from childhood on. He must have the natural gifts which can be 

developed into workable capital. 

2. He must have an abiding desire to serve the Lord as a future minister! He must be a 

humble man, who does not seek self-aggrandizement, one who would use the office for the 

purpose of material advancement. Furthermore, he must be a faithful man. He must be faithful to 

God, to his confession of faith in the Gospel, and must love the Gospel as the only and chief 

treasure of greatest value. Yes, he must rather lose all his goods and wealth, than even in one 

word deny the Gospel, or neglect to preach the full counsel of God. 

3. He will need to walk in faith, when he enters the preparation for his life’s calling. No 

obstacle should deter him in this calling; no sacrifice should be too great to achieve the goal of 

his life’s calling. He should be learning with Paul to say: I can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens me; yea, I both labor and suffer reproach because I hope in the living God! 

Sometimes the Lord gives a difficult road to a young man, for even this is bringing him through 

the training camp, to stand finally in the midst of the battle. He must be able to endure hardness 

as a good soldier! 

4. He must be willing to wait until the Lord will seal all this desire and prayerful preparation 

with the “call” from a certain church, and, therefore, from God Himself. And then ever we must 

remember, whether ministers, teachers, lawyers, doctors, farmers, factory workers: it is sought in 

a steward that he be found faithful. 

Seeking to choose a life’s calling? 

Consider the above and may the Lord direct your path. 
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