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“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 

better than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things 

of others.” Philippians 2:3, 4. 

 

In verses 1 and 2 of Philippians 2, Paul has exhorted the church to live in harmony one with 

another and to enjoy the blessings of fellowship by being likeminded, having the same love, 

being of one mind. Now he becomes more specific in telling us how we should treat a brother or 

sister in Christ. Let us look honestly at ourselves to see how we stand before these exhortations 

of Scripture. 

“Let nothing be done through strife or vain glory.” What does it mean for a man to do things 

through strife? Let’s look in Scripture to see if we can determine what Paul means. I Timothy 

6:4, 5 speaks of a man filled with strife. “He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about 

questions and strife of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmising, perverse 

disputing of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is godliness. . . 

.” One who causes strife (or quarreling) is motivated by his own personal ambition. Such a man, 

as Paul says to Timothy, is interested in gain. He seeks to force his own opinion on others in 

pride elevating himself. How often we fall into this trap! We all want to be leaders, and 

everybody else to be followers. How often we want to run the show in Young People’s Society 

or in school or elsewhere, because we like the feeling of pride, of power, in a leadership role. We 

don’t like a backseat position. Our attitude provokes envy and quarreling among us. James tells 

us, however, that this leads only to confusion and every evil work. 

Paul also speaks of vain glory. In Galatians 5:26 Paul refers to vain glory along with 

provoking and envying one another. To be filled with vain glory is to delight in oneself. How 

often aren’t we filled with a foolish admiration of ourselves and contempt for a fellow Christian! 

I often find myself doing this. I see a brother or sister and think, I am a better Christian than they 

are; I study the Scriptures more than they; I can discuss in society better than they can. Or, 

maybe I want others to admire me, and so I won’t talk about God or His Word! I am afraid of 

being “too religious” or “too pious” before my friends. All this is vain glorying. 

What is the remedy for this strife and vain glorying? Paul says it is humility. He then defines 

this humility as in lowliness of mind esteeming others better than ourselves. How impossible this 

seems! We do not have equal talents. Maybe some of us are natural leaders or are more capable 

of different roles in this life. Must we ignore the gifts God has given us and in this way appear 

humble? First of all, to answer this question, we must understand our proper relationship to God. 

This puts things into a different perspective. God alone is great, not man. Also, how often don’t 

we see that how God views His people is different than the way we view each other. Think of the 

verses in Matthew where Christ says, “Whosoever therefore shall humble himself at this child, 

the same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” Again and again Christ instructs his disciples 

that the first shall be last and the last first. 

In the second place, we must understand that the gifts God gives us are given to us to be 

used, not to exalt ourselves, but to use in the service of God and His people. God does not judge 

us by the number of gifts we have, but rather by whether we use them to full capacity in His 

service. Surely when 1 look at myself I see how much I fail to use my gifts in His service, in the 



service of the church, and in the services of others. This is humbling in itself. 

Let’s think about this a little more. Most of you probably have jobs. Do you work during the 

week for yourself? for a paycheck? Or, do you use the talents you use on your job in the service 

of the church? Maybe in your job you have learned to love and serve old people. Do you use this 

talent also to fellowship with the elderly in your church? Maybe you do restaurant work and have 

learned to cook, to serve, to wait on tables. Do you also use this talent and experience in serving 

others away from your job such as church members, friends, or classmates? We often separate 

our day to day work from our active function as members of the church. We fail to use our gifts 

in service to each other. It is beautiful to see someone whose interest in life is serving his fellow 

saint. 

Finally, Paul tells us that if we are to esteem others better, we will not look at our own things, 

but the things of others. In other words we can ask the question: How much time do we devote to 

ourselves? I Cor 13 tells us that love seeks not her own. The key is service —humbly washing 

each others feet, living the life of a servant whose main interest is to please another. This 

requires sacrifice on our part. It involves giving our time and energy, not for our own pleasures, 

but for the benefit of others. 

Paul continues in Philippians by giving us the great example of Christ, the greatest of all 

servants. Just think. He came from the highest glory to live among men “in the form of a 

servant.” We, on the other hand, are already unworthy sinners who are so filled with pride that 

we must learn not to exalt ourselves over others. This we don’t learn just once but over and over 

again. Listen to Christ’s teaching in Luke 22:26, “But he that is greatest among you, let him be 

as the younger, and he that is chief, as he that doth serve.” 

Truly a Christian joys in his God and in fellowship with others. Have you experienced this 

joy? Is fellowship with saints something that you enjoy from day to day and week to week? How 

richly God blesses His people as they are active and busy in their service to their Maker and to 

each other. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 44 No. 2 February 1985 


