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Dear Grandchildren: 

O.K. children, turn off your radio or television set for a few minutes. I want you to put on your 

thinking caps - those with the built-in ear plugs to shut out outside sounds which might distract you. I 

want you to join me in thinking of the words pure, purity and purify. Ready? 

The word pure has very many synonyms (shadow words) that I find- some twenty nouns, fifty 

adjectives and ten adverbs. That turns out to be quite a rich word, don’t you think so? Some of them are, 

cleanness, faultless, unpolluted and spotless. The word pure basically means, completely or wholly. 

Now don’t give up yet. This letter does not intend to be a lesson in grammar, it means to be an 

exercise in thinking. Thinking. Have you thought of that exercise lately? Do you ever occupy your mind 

by just simply thinking? I’m sure you cannot be busy thinking while your ears - the avenue to your mind 

- are being bombarded with some of that mind-bending sound that comes from that thing I asked you to 

shut off. Have you done that? Good, then we can proceed. 

You all know about what pureness is when it refers to air or water. Air sometimes is polluted when 

some toxic fumes are released into the atmosphere; or water can be polluted when some chemicals leak 

into the underground water supply. Then the polluted water and air are no longer considered to be pure. 

Purity in the Bible has the concept of “un-mixture”. Purity was the main element of the makeup of 

the instruments used in the Old Testament tabernacle worship services. All the shovels, spoons, forks, 

tables, candlesticks were made of pure gold, or were to be overlaid with pure gold. That gold was pure! 

No admixture of any alloys sand or glass. No-sirrie, only pure gold. Did you ever think of the reason for 

such restrictions? I think it was to show in a real sense that their Covenant God wanted to be worshipped 

with their undivided attention, their un-mixed love, their un-polluted worship. 

Now if you think of the word pure in regards to gold you know that it means that it is completely and 

wholly made of gold. Then you cannot think of words like purer, purest. But how surprised I was when I 

found those words in Webster’s dictionary! Now I cannot tell you that Webster is wrong, but I can tell 

you that I think it is. If pure means wholly and completely we cannot add an “er” or an “est” to it. If we 

have three pails full of water you cannot say one is fuller, or the other is fullest. I think that the only way 

to show comparison in purity is to say one is less pure, and another is least pure.  But that is only my 

thinking, I care not if you join me in that. But what do you think? 

If you are still thinking with me, we are ready to consider some Biblical references to pureness. We 

sing from Psalm 24 in our Psalter number 57, verse two, that in order to draw nigh to God we must have 

clean hands and a pure heart. This we often sing in a less pure way, but God cannot be wholly satisfied 

unless our heart is pure. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus (speaking to a crowd of ordinary people) 

said, Blessed are the pure in heart. . . . And I think that you want to be included in that number. The 

Wise Man in Proverbs 20:9 said, “Who can say I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin.’’ 

So you see you have work to do. We have to obey God’s Word to strive to enter into the narrow gate 

to come to Him. We have to purify our hands and our heart. We can do that also. Paul, in his epistle to 

the Philippians listed a number of virtues, and one of them was something that was pure. He said of that 

list that we “should think on these things’’. You can easily see how that process works. If you constantly 

think of vile, dirty, sinful thoughts, your minds become vile, dirty and sinful. Conversely, if you 

constantly think of the virtues listed in Paul’s Epistle your thoughts will be pure and your mind will 

become pure. 

The Bible calls that activity, purifying. The Old Testament priests had to purify themselves and their 

clothes before they might enter the tabernacle to worship God. Even that wicked queen Esther went to 



great lengths to purify herself before she went into the august presence of her husband-king to make her 

request.  How much more ought we to purify ourselves in order to enter the presence of our God to 

make our request known to Him. Surely we want our religion to be pure, don’t we? One of the most 

terse definitions of pure religion is found in James 1:27: Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 

Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their afflictions, and to keep unspotted from the 

world. 

I’m a-thinking that my grandchildren may say that the first part of that definition can be left to their 

parents and grandparents, that this is aimed right at us. But I think that the second part is aimed directly 

at you as well as us. “Keep yourself unspotted from the world’’ is not an obscure order. No, it’s very 

plain. But I will help you spell it out, will help you think what that means. Don’t let the evil things of 

this world tempt us; I must not watch the world’s evil movies on the movie screens in the theatre nor on 

my TV screen. Don’t let evil communication spot my mind. Don’t let filthy books and magazines 

pollute my mind. Oh, we meet up with so many “don’ts” in our walk in this sin-cursed world. You can 

easily recognize them. Your conscience bothers you more or less when you indulge in those forbidden 

practices. LISTEN TO YOUR CONSCIENCE. That is the still small voice of God warning you of those 

spots of pollution. 

The Apostle Paul in his great letter to the youthful Timothy writes, “Let no man despise thy youth. 

Be thou an example to the believers in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in purity.’’ Did you get the 

thrust of that? Young Timothy was to be an example to other believers! There it is, children. It’s all in a 

nutshell. The question might still be in your thoughts why you are called to walk thus. I think it’s 

because when we shall be purged at the end of time, we shall be clothed in pure white linen. Then we 

can enter that City of pure gold with streets of pure gold. That Eternal City through which flows the pure 

river of the water of life, as this is so graphically pictured for us in the last Book of the Bible. 

Now you know of what I have been thinking, and why I wanted you to join me. I can almost hear 

you think, “I have no time for that. Maybe Gramps does, for he has lots of time now that he is retired.” 

Right, I do have more free time than you. But I think that you can allot time for such serious thinking if 

you want to. Just before your bedside prayer; or some other time you may find. You be the judge. 

Now, after reading this letter are you still eager to turn on THAT THING? Probably this would be a 

good time to think of, “Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are 

just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report, if 

there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.” Now that is not just a sentimental 

blurb, but the Holy Ghost inspired Paul to write it to the church at Philippi for instruction in righteous-

ness. 

Then your nightly prayer will be asking for, “the promise of His coming, looking for the new heaven 

and the new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. Whereupon, beloved, seeing that ye look for such 

things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.” II Peter 3:13, 14. 

With love,  Gramps. 
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