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About a year ago, I read an article interviewing young married couples in college in which 

each couple was asked how many children they planned to have and why. I will never forget the 

picture of one young couple, apparently much in love and jogging for exercise, who candidly 

admitted that they planned never to have any children at all because children would interfere 

with their own needs for self-fulfillment. They calmly admitted that this was totally selfish but it 

was what they wanted and they intended to be true to themselves and their desires. 

I could look at many mothers in Israel for contrast. One such mother is my husband’s. Now 

an 82-year-old woman, she has spent all her life busy in the service of others. With her husband, 

she has raised a family of nine children, teaching them faithfully the fear of God. She, like so 

many women, has spent years and years in the frustrating labors without modern wash machines 

and in older homes, laboring endlessly just to meet the daily requirements of her family and to 

maintain things. With her husband, she gardened annually a huge garden, much of her pleasure 

in the garden being to give away as much as she could. Every Sunday evening, still now, 

she looks forward to her children and grandchildren coming home for lunch and a visit. . .and, 

though she is old and we all feel we should be serving her, she is still the one who prepares the 

extensive lunch, who makes sure it is all served, and who is the last to sit down, not relaxing 

until she is sure everyone is well served. Although she enjoys studying and is always well 

prepared for Bible study classes, the heartbeat of her life is that of service for others. 

Theoretically, I suppose, either scene could picture a home without God as the head (that is, 

if you remove the love of Bible study from the second). 

But even theoretically, only the second scene could possibly picture a home where the 

woman is a child of God, serving Him in a submissive life. 

In God’s church, we are all born to serve. Our service may be in different areas with varying 

abilities and talents, but we are called to self-effacement and service of others. Philippians 2 

illustrates Christ as our example of selfless service of others. This service is not our way to 

salvation, of course (that is modern liberalism) but is His working in us as the way of salvation, 

the result of God’s work in us. For the Christian wife and mother, this service centers in the 

home where she serves her husband and children. 

Now, such service of God first and others second and self last is not natural. By nature, we 

are all like the selfish couple who wanted no children. Even as regenerated children of God, we 

still have the fight with our old natures. And our old nature wants to put me on the throne: me 

first, me, me. . . . We fight this battle with self-centeredness until we die. 

For most godly women, God uses the state of marriage and motherhood to lead into the 

framework of service. Many headstrong, willful, self-centered teenagers have by God’s grace 

been softened into submissive wives and mothers. He uses the combination of His love and 

chastening in these situations to bring about the change. This discipline of service begins at home 

but becomes a part of the person so that it extends to all areas of life everywhere. 

It is not so difficult to see how this happens. But one principle we must keep in mind first. 

We are always either progressing or retrogressing, either improving or getting worse. In every 

trial, we either emerge a loser who is embittered or the winner who by grace is sweetened. In the 

following illustration, I am picturing the woman in whom God rules and grace is victorious. 

A young woman, accustomed to being “waited on hand and foot” at home, marries. She is 

deeply in love but views love mainly as an emotion which will, without any effort on her part, 



give her pleasure the rest of her life. Lo and behold, within days of her marriage she discovers 

that she must now arise with the birds to prepare her husband’s food for the day. She must 

organize all her life around him so that his life may be organized. Her independence is lost 

forever! But, by God’ grace because she loves God and her husband, she learns thus to serve her 

husband. 

A year or two after marriage, the young couple has a baby. How the new mother loves that 

child! She desires for him not just earthly good but true spiritual good, that he may know and 

love God. And thus, begins a whole new area of service, of selfless service. She gets up night 

after weary night to feed her baby while a month or more passes before she even gets the reward 

of a smile. She feeds and cares for that little one during the pleasant months of his learning so 

many new things but then she also selflessly cares for him as he gets old enough to rebel and 

throw tantrums and resist authority, when she must begin the painful job of discipline. Always 

her eye is on the future, on training him to be what he should be in God’s Kingdom. And 

gradually, little by little, without her being much aware of it, her own personality changes from 

one of expecting to be served to one of serving others instead. God’s love in her, using the states 

of marriage and motherhood, has worked this change. 

What a blessing! What a joy! We cannot know true happiness and joy when our lives focus 

on ourselves, expecting others to cater to us. True joy is found in fellowship with God which 

then also finds expression in love and service of others. 

“Blest the man that fears Jehovah. . . 

In thy wife thou shalt have gladness; 

She shall fill thy home with good, 

Happy in her loving service 

And the joys of motherhood.” 
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