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“He that is perfect in knowledge is with thee. Behold, God is mighty. . . mighty in strength and 

wisdom” (Job 36:4, 5).  

In the previous article, we wrote of the knowledge of God. Now, since wisdom 

presupposes knowledge, it is fitting that we make a study of the attributes of God’s wisdom. As 

we have seen, God’s knowledge is perfect. He perfectly knows Himself, His infinite nature, the 

divine persons in the Godhead and all His attributes. Here we have God in His omniscience, — 

perfect in knowledge; in His omnipresence — He is with thee; and in His omnipotence — God is 

mighty, mighty in strength — a way of saying God is of supernatural power, the Almighty. 

When Scripture tells us that “God is mighty . . . in . . . wisdom’’ the meaning is that God’s 

strength is moderated with wisdom, so that He uses His strength and knowledge in the employ of 

the best means, in the best manner, to the highest purpose. As Charles Hodge put it, wisdom is 

the greatest and most wonderful adaptation of means to accomplish the highest good, the 

manifestation of His own glory. So the whole course of history, as interpreted by divine 

revelation, evidences God’s wisdom in His making all things work together for the good of His 

people. Knowledge is the understanding of the good and right principles as mined out of 

Scripture; wisdom is the knowing how to apply and use those principles. In God, His knowledge 

is His omniscience; His wisdom is His skill in using His omniscience to the glory of His name. 

God’s wisdom is denied by some. Some say that the use of means to gain an end is a sign of 

weakness. This is not true, neither in respect to the creature, nor in respect to the Creator. The 

Oriole builds a finely-woven, bag-shaped, nest as a means to providing a safe place for the 

raising of its young. This is no sign of weakness, fault or blemish in this creature, but of God-

given measure of beauty, strength and ingenuity and a great deal more good sense than God has 

given the ostrich (Job 39:13-17). So the Creator ordained as an end to have a glorified people, 

and as a means to that end He ordained to create the universe and all creatures. This use of means 

to attain His end, so far from being a manifestation of weakness, proves to be evidence of His 

omnipotence, omniscience and wisdom! The heavens declare the glory of God, and the expanse 

showeth His handiwork. In wisdom He made all of them (Ps. 104:24), and for His pleasure they 

are now in existence and were created in the first place! (Rev. 4:11). Besides, God within the 

intertrinitarian fellowship of the three persons in Their eternal, infallible counsel determined on 

the best means to accomplish His highest end. In contrast to men, there was never a shred of 

ignorance nor indeterminateness nor defect in His plan or the course He would take. God never 

at any point in His eternal purpose had to reconsider or improve it. It is eternally perfect. All this 

wisdom was with Him from all eternity. “Known unto God (in eternity) are all His works from 

the beginning of the world” (Acts 15:18). 

God's wisdom is His essentially, originally and independently. It is “dated” in Him from 

eternity; He forever has it in and from Himself. It is not that wisdom is objective even to Him, so 

that He must be a spectator of it, learn from it, let it make Him wise. Nor does He make Himself 

wise. It is His eternal nature to be wise. God is His attributes, therefore God’s wisdom is 

Himself. His wisdom is infinitely perfect, and so can neither be increased nor diminished. 

The wisdom of God is seen in His determining the Person to be the Mediator and Deliverer. 

That One could not be taken from us sinners, for we all need a Savior; we cannot save ourselves. 

Then we cannot save and redeem another person. We can only daily increase our debt. No mere 

creature, say an angel, is able to be our deliverer and make satisfaction for us. For a righteous 



God would not punish any other creature for the sin which man has committed; nor could a mere 

creature so bear the eternal wrath of God against sin as to deliver any from it. So it was, in the 

wisdom of God, that He appointed His own Son to take our human nature into union with His 

divine nature to be Immanuel, God- With-Us, God manifest in the flesh, He who is true man, 

perfectly righteous, more powerful than all creatures, and who is also true God. He alone is the 

fittest person to be Savior and Deliverer of sinners. It was the adorable wisdom of God alone that 

produced such a deliverer who was true and perfectly righteous man. So He had to be, since the 

justice of God requires the human nature that sinned to make satisfaction for sin, which no sinner 

could do for himself, much less, for others. It was then the wisdom of God which devised that 

the righteousness which would be unto all and upon all who believe would be the righteousness 

of God; His blood, the blood of God, which cleanses us from all sin; His sacrifice of His whole 

human nature in union with the divine Person, so that being true God, He, by the power of His 

Godhead, might sustain in His human nature the burden of God’s wrath. In this way of God’s 

unspeakable wisdom He gave to us righteousness and life! Thus the wisdom of God shines most 

in all its beauty and power in the gospel of God’s salvation by Jesus Christ. 

The wisdom of God is seen also in the persons God purposes to redeem, who are not all men. 

For not all men as perished in Adam are saved by Christ, but only those engrafted into Him, and 

who receive all His benefits by a true faith. As to that engrafting of only some into Christ, it must 

be understood that God in this way showing His sovereignty is no respecter of persons, for those 

redeemed by Christ are redeemed out of every nation, kindred, tongue, tribe and people. Further, 

He came not to call the “good,” the “wise,” the “righteous,” but sinners to repentance. 

The wisdom of God is seen in those He employed to preach the gospel. The gospel is called 

the manifold wisdom (Sophos) of God.  (Eph. 3:10). But He did not use philosophers in the 

proclamation of the gospel: He used fishermen. For this glorious work God did not choose the 

princes of this world, nor worldly sophisticates. He chose men rough, crude, of mean station, in 

themselves weak, dull, slow-hearted. The world accounts it the greatest folly to choose these 

weakest, despised means to fulfil His will. But “the foolishness of God is wiser than men.” (I 

Cor. 1:25). These lowly men had nothing in them but what God poured into them, so that their 

qualifications and their doctrine were divine. How could these instruments, devoid of all human 

advantages, refute Judaism, overturn heathenism, drive out demons, vanquish the world? They 

could not without the infilling with the mighty, heavenly power of God (the gospel). The 

weakness and nothingness of these instruments reveals that their employ and direction were by 

divine power, their doctrine from heaven, their wisdom from above. But look closely at these 

instruments, hear them proclaiming doctrine repugnant to the flesh, daring to preach Christ 

crucified to be believed in (foolishness to the Greeks!), denouncing idolatry and image-worship, 

exhorting their hearers to renounce the world with the devil and all his works; to prepare for 

afflictions in life, to learn self-denial and to hope for an unseen heavenly reward. See these 

instruments sealing this doctrine of theirs with their blood! Then do we not realize that this 

doctrine comes with no less authority than the wisdom of heaven? 

Since God is His attributes, He is wisdom in His essence. When we say, “God is Spirit” (no 

article), we mean God is essentially Spirit. So with the truth, “God is love,” the meaning is that 

God is love in His very being. So God is essentially wisdom; He is wisdom itself. He is wise not 

because He wills to be wise, but because it is the perfection of His nature to be wise. Three times 

Scripture calls God “the only wise God.” (Rom. 16:27; I Tim. 1:17; Jude 25). God is all-wise. 

This means that God cannot be charged, in any way, or in any field of knowledge, with folly. 

God is pure wisdom. 



Our Confession maintains that God is perfectly wise. Yet especially in the world today this is 

denied and held in contempt. The very first sin denied this attribute of God, both the devil and 

man assuming it to themselves. Since the Fall, lapsed man would not let God be only wise, but 

would share (usurp) His infinite wisdom. When God in His sovereignty could have limited man 

to the use of only one fruit in the garden, he could not deem it wisdom to have one single fruit 

denied him. But the person who does anything presumptuous like this reproaches the Lord (Num. 

15:30), as though God is either defective in wisdom or unfair (unrighteous). Thus man sets 

himself up as a judge of the law (Jas. 4:11), as though he knows better than the law and the Judge 

of all the earth who always does right. Fallen man then says to God only wise, Thou, God art 

wrong. I am right! What man is doing here is flying in the face of wisdom to slap its face with 

his own folly. This is to imply that God has no right to maintain His law by issuing commands, 

that human reason should be good enough for God, and that His mind should give way to take a 

back seat to man’s rationalism, man being perfectly able to govern himself. So modern man 

prefers his own guesses, or the suggestions of the devil, to the commands and wisdom of God. 

Of course, as Christians, our opinions of God are different, aren’t they? Not really, for although 

theoretically we acknowledge Him only wise, practically we often regard Him as foolish! Where 

a man becomes cunning in sin, the more cunning he becomes, the more he thinks to outwit God 

and the more he sins against divine, infallible wisdom. Failure or refusal to walk according to 

God’s commandments is to say to God’s face that He is foolish. It is to bring disgrace on His 

wisdom. 

That church disgraces God’s wisdom which cuts down preaching time to make place for 

choir singing, organ playing, healing services and opportunities for members of the audience at 

worship services to express their own opinions, none of which are the church’s business. The 

same must be charged against those who continually neglect the administration and celebration 

of the Lord’s Supper out of a sense of their own unworthiness. They want to be saved in the use 

of means, but these means are not the means of grace, but their own imaginings, not at all the 

means of God’s appointment. They, too, disgrace God’s wisdom who hold the “Shroud of 

Turin’’ is a miracle proof of Christ’s resurrection, or that the picture of the Virgin of Guadaloup 

is miraculously produced and originated from heaven! In this way pictures of Jesus and images 

of saints are “pushed,’’ and man becomes a perfect fool, a boob, in the very matter in which he 

would be thought wise! How much worse when a minister so disgraces the wisdom of God! This 

is to depart from Jerusalem, go to Babylon, or to Assyria, like “a wild ass alone by himself, not 

consulting God.’’ (Hos. 8:9). 
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