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“If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the 

Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, 

being of one accord, of one mind.”  Philippians 2:1, 2 

 

Do you have fellowship with others? Do you know what true friendship is? Or, are your 

associations with others that of “I like what you like and we get along good, so let’s be friends?” 

Or, maybe you could ask yourself this —do you get along with and enjoy the company of fellow 

Christians in church? in school? Do you fight with, slander, or ignore certain of the saints? 

It is a desire for unity that Paul expresses in Philippians 2, the first two verses. You will want 

to look those verses up. 

It was a great joy to Paul to see fellow saints living in harmony one with another. Paul knew 

that where there was a lack of unity, Satan had a ready entrance into that church. So he tells the 

Philippians —live in harmony, and my joy will be complete. 

But what is this harmony? First of all, Paul calls it like-mindedness. We often think of it this 

way. 1 might meet someone at work or at school who likes the same thing I like. We have 

similar tastes —maybe it’s a mutual interest in sports, maybe we have the same hobbies, share 

the same classes in school, and so on. In addition, the two of us seem to be of the same 

temperament and have similar personalities. Someone who saw us might say that those two are 

likeminded. 

Paul means much more than this here. Let’s look up some other Scripture references to like-

mindedness. Romans 15:6 says “that ye may with one mind and one mouth glorify God. ...” 

What a beautiful example of like-mindedness! The picture that comes to mind here is that of a 

choir that harmonizes so beautifully that it is as if it were one voice singing. All are bonded 

together in the Lord. Their common interest is the Lord. So, the saints stand, not as individuals, 

but as one body. Another reference we could use is I Corinthians 2:16. Scripture here tells us that 

we have the mind of Christ. To be likeminded we must have the mind of Christ. Certainly this 

excludes friendship and fellowship with those that care nothing for Christ. If we cannot glorify 

God with our friends, how can we possibly be likeminded? We must ask ourselves then the 

question, are our friendships true friendships? 

The second thing Paul tells us that we need to live in harmony is to have the same love. 

Again, this is not the so-called “love” of the world. This is the love that only God’s people enjoy, 

the love manifested in salvation. How great this love of God is! He has instilled a love for Him in 

our hearts, and so we love God with all that is in us. How? We walk in His ways and we keep 

His commandments. Certainly we cannot fellowship with those who do not keep His 

commandments for then we show ourselves to be enemies of God and His people. If you go out 

with a friend and sin against God in the name of having a good time, you can well ask the 

question whether you are being his friend or enemy. Only if two have the same love for God can 

they experience true friendship. 

Having the love of God in us also reflects in our love for a brother or sister. Peter in his 

epistle tells us to “love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous. Not rendering evil for evil, or railing 

for railing.” Is this a picture of us in our relationship with a fellow saint? Loving the brother in-

volves sharing his experiences. We rejoice when he rejoices. We truly suffer when he suffers. 

This takes hard, hard work. It takes time. It involves not a superficial, shallow relationship with 



the brother or sister, but we must be ready to open ourselves up, to share with him/her our 

deepest cares, joys, and concerns. It means you must express your love for that person 

and for your God. What a beautiful bond of friendship this would be! 

Finally, Paul tells us that to live in fellowship one with another, we must mind the same 

thing. We must be of one doctrine. Now this doesn’t mean that we say, “You believe what I 

believe, so we don’t have to worry about being one in the Lord.” We go to the same church so 

we assume everything is okay; there is nothing to talk about. This is what we often think, but 

then we are forgetting all about like-mindedness and having the same love. Our doctrine also 

marks our conduct in this life. I Cor. 1:10 tells us to be perfectly joined together in the same 

mind and in the same judgment. We must be one under the yoke of Christ. How impossible to be 

yoked with an unbeliever or with one who professes Christianity but does not live it! How 

impossible to have true friendship with one who does not walk in a godly way! There is no 

harmony there. The yoke does not fit. 

Choose as friends and love those with whom you can glorify God, those with whom you can 

express your love for God, and those with whom you can share a godly walk. Look for godly 

classmates, fellow church members, and friends. Don’t shun them, slander them, or ignore them. 

We must remember that we are not individuals only, but members of Christ’s body and must 

function as such. When we do this we experience the real joys of fellowship in the Spirit. 
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