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Visit again the scene of a new birth. 

"A young husband and his wife, after all the exhausting hours of labor are finished, forget the 

pangs of childbirth in the wonder of viewing their new baby .... A real, living, breathing human 

person is this baby! Bone of our bones and flesh or our flesh. Even if we have studied every book 

on birth available to understand what is happening, the mystery and wonder and uniqueness of a 

baby’s birth is unsurpassed.” 

In relation to God, we have noticed last time that the central joy of the Christian husband and 

wife at this time is the humble drawing near to God in wonder that He has chosen to give to them 

such a gift of life, a gift by which He builds their home and builds His Church. 

There is another form which joy takes for the Christian woman at this time. As she serves 

God her Creator and Redeemer and Lord and Friend, in submission to Him she also serves her 

husband in love and faithfulness. And this love and devotion to her husband also play on 

important role in her joy at the time of conception and birth. 

The fact is that God has created the man in such a way that he is the originator and source of 

the physical life of a baby. Both parents contribute exactly half of the physical components, true, 

yet the husband is the initiator of the union of the two cells which, under God’s Providence, be-

come one to become a living person. It is also the husband whose cells determine whether the 

new person shall be male or female. (Note: if man succeeds in his biological wickedness and 

creates human babies from the eggs of two women only, the results can be only women, or baby 

girls. Can you envision a nation without any men??) 

When you read worldly literature, the modern liberation movement for women has one theme 

over and over lately: why can’t the man bear the babies? It isn’t fair to the man that he may never 

know the experience and it isn’t fair to the woman that she must always carry the child. 

But oh, how beautifully this fact fits into God’s ordinance, God’s plan for the relationship of 

the man and woman! When we see the husband as head of the home, it is he who must labor in 

love to provide for the needs of the home, and such labor for physical provisions could not 

(usually) be accomplished while bearing a child. Again, the husband as a type of God in his 

relation to his wife must be, as we said above, the initiator of this life, and the determiner of the 

sex of the baby, but in such a manner that he is giving to his wife the gift of love and the 

opportunity to serve him in the home by carrying his child. And further, the wife as a type of the 

Church serving God delights to serve her husband and therefore also delights in serving him by 

conceiving and carrying and bringing to birth his children, their children . . . God’s children. 

And this aspect of her life, her service to her husband, is also central in the Christian 

woman’s joy at the time of childbirth. She delights to serve her husband, to be a blessing to him, 

to do things for him. And here she has given him a gift of infinite value in return for his gift of 

love to her. This feeling of service, of deep and loving service to her husband, is a fundamental, 

God-created part of her being which is also a source of her joy. 

I have often recalled an anecdote about Martin Luther which I read when I was in high 

school. Luther at age 42 married a nun age 26 whom he had helped to escape from a convent and 

for whom he could find no acceptable husband . . . and she, Katherine von Bora, loved him. His 

own feelings toward her lacked deep emotion until after she bore him his first child. Then, with 

deep tenderness, he gave her a nickname which was also the title of the book I read, "Kitty, My 

Rib”. This little anecdote illustrates, I believe, the emotions most Christian husbands experience 



as they see their wives bearing their children. They love their wives deeply for their willing 

childbearing. 

Now, without doubt there are all sorts of disruptions today in this marital love, which disrupt 

also the birth scene. Husbands do not love wives as they should so that babies are not always 

conceived in true love. Wives do not love husbands as they ought so that often they serve them 

unwillingly, complaining about every ache and pain, telling them that "they should carry the 

baby once", and desiring not to serve but to be served by their husbands. 

Yet the principles of mutual Godly love and Godly service in marriage remain. The Godly 

woman has before her always this goal: to serve her husband as the Church serves Christ. 

Always, loving service of her husband is a deep source of joy whereas rebellion always brings 

unhappiness. 

So then, in principle the Christian woman loves serving her husband and finds deep joy in 

that service. At a time of conception and then of birth and later in child-training, she is keenly 

conscious that this is the highest possible way in which she can serve him and she joys in 

fulfilling her calling for his sake. She is serving God first of all but under God her joy is also 

found in serving her husband. 

And so, we have a mission, a calling. Our calling is from God, to be mothers subject to our 

husbands, the fathers of our children. Our mission is (a) submission to (that of) our husbands. 

And always, as we in love to God fulfill our earthly missions, He blesses us with joy, His joy, the 

joy of the knowledge of His blessing and favor. In His love, He loves us. In His love, He gives us 

a husband to love and to serve. In His love, He gives to our husbands with us children as gifts. 

And in His love, He gives us as wives a key role of service to our husbands in conceiving and 

rearing our children. 

God grant us as mothers and future mothers in Israel to be more and more faithful, serving 

Him and our husbands in love, delighting in our calling of submission. Then also will He bestow 

great blessing on our service, joy in intimate fellowship with Him. 
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