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In this article, I would like to share with you what was examined in the third and final 

discussion we had at the 1984 Convention. Steve Key addressed himself to the topic of Brotherly 

Love by first examining who the brother is. 

What is the meaning of brother? First of all we think of brothers as being of the same mother, 

as in Cain and Abel, Gen. 4:2. This is true from a mere physical standpoint, but rather than to 

limit ourselves to this one definition we need to understand the spiritual meaning of the brother. 

Steve Key pointed out in both his outline and introduction that the term “brethren” was instituted 

by Christ in reference to those who are elect in Him, see Matt. 18:50. True brothers do not have 

in common only superficial concerns, but rather, they are united in an intimate bond of 

friendship. 

What is it that true friends, spiritual brothers have in common? We have already said that 

they do not have in common only superficial concerns. This can only serve to harm the brother 

and it is very displeasing to God. Rather, it is important to be convicted of the fact that spiritual 

brothers are born from above by the Spirit of God. Spiritual brothers bear the same image 

confess the same faith and share the same calling. 

Now, knowing that the brother is one who is elect in Christ, let us go on to the question: 

What is brotherly love? Just as the term “spiritual brethren” was instituted by Christ, so also the 

standard of brotherly love is revealed to us by Christ. John 13:34 says to us: “A new 

commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 

one another.” This manifestation of love, then, is only in proportion to our love for the Lord 

Himself. 

What does Romans 12:10 say about loving one another? If we do what this verse commands 

us, won’t we also be kind to one another? Willing to be of service? Forgiving always? Edifying 

one another? 

Let us always realize that Christian fellowship with the brother is not something we earn. It is 

a gift; a blessing from God. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, “Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their 

labour. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he 

falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.” 
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