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Dear Rev. Houck: 

We are writing regarding your article entitled, “Hannah’s Prayer for Motherhood” found in 

the May issue of the Beacon Lights. 

We question the spiritual encouragement it has for those who are kept, by God’s will, from 

having children. We feel there is little comfort in this article for those who have been praying for 

years to be given covenant children. It seems you do not fully understand this text in the light of 

the whole of scripture. Your statements regarding the fact that Hannah had been given no 

children, “There could be nothing worse than that. How could she be happy? How could she eat 

and drink? . . . her life was unfulfilled . . . as long as she was childless, she could not rejoice.” 

We feel these statements are not true. The Bible teaches to live apart from God is death. That is 

worse - to be separated from God - to be reprobate is worse than not being given children. 

Your statement that not having children is an affliction, yes, that it is, but the Child of God 

prays for grace to endure this affliction and that we may learn to be content in whatever state we 

are in. (Philippians 4:11) Scripture teaches us that we are His and we have been washed by His 

blood - that we are saved through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We must rejoice when God’s children are born in the Church in the sphere of the covenant. 

This means whether those children are born to us individually or to other covenant couples in the 

Church. We rejoice that God continues His covenant in the continued line of generations to be 

our God and we His people. Therefore, the responsibility to raise up our children in the fear of 

the Lord is not only the responsibility of the parents but of all those in the Church. 

Yes, young women must pray for motherhood but they also must pray, “Thy will be done” 

for “We know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are 

called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

In Christ’s Love, 

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Van Solkema 

 

 

Reply 
Rev. S. Houck 

 
Dear Bruce and Rosanne, 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, Who is our only comfort in life 

and death. 

Please forgive me for taking so long to answer your letter. I have been suffering from a 

ruptured disc in my back and therefore have been unable to sit and type. 

If I understand your letter properly, you have two objections to my article, “Hannah’s Prayer 

for Motherhood.” First you question whether the article is a spiritual encouragement to those 

who have no children. Secondly you question whether I understand the text in I Sam. 1 in the 

light of the whole of Scripture. Specifically, you feel that my statements about Hannah’s opinion 

of her childless condition are wrong. 

I hope that the following points will clarify my position and also help you see that my article 

is in harmony with Scripture and therefore ought to be edifying to all of God’s people. 



1. The general rule for the believing wife is that she be a mother who, by God’s grace, 

bears and raises children of the Covenant. I Tim. 2:15 “Nevertheless she shall be saved in 

childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness with sobriety.’’ I Tim. 5:14 “I will 

therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to 

the adversary to speak reproachfully.” Childbearing is the way of life which God has ordained 

for the wives of the Church. This, then, ought to be their desire and prayer. This is the emphasis 

of my article. 

2. There are exceptions to this general rule. Children are given by God (Ps. 127:3) and 

sometimes God closes the womb so that a woman is barren. I certainly acknowledge this in my 

article. I say, “He gives and He withholds according to His good pleasure. If Hannah was to have 

the child she so dearly wanted, then God must do it.” 

3. I did not deal with barrenness in detail because the emphasis of the text (I Sam. 1) is 

motherhood. Besides that, the worldly attitude of many women (who refuse to have children) 

demands that we emphasize the duty of believing wives to be mothers. 

4. Barrenness must be viewed as an affliction sent by God which does indeed cause much 

grief and sorrow. 

 a. This was true of Hannah. Words such as “grieved”, “bitterness”, “affliction”, 

“sorrowful in spirit” are used to describe her condition. (See I Sam. 1:8, 10, 11, 15.) 

No, Hannah’s condition was not worse than going to hell. That however is not the point. As a 

believer bound for glory, she considered her condition to be a great affliction. She was looking 

for the promised Seed and longed to be a mother in Israel. 

 b. This was true of other barren women of the Church. See Sarah Gen. 16:12, Rebekah 

Gen. 25:21, Leah Gen. 30:31-32, and Elizabeth Luke 1:7 & 24 - 25. 

 c. Isa. 54:1 refers to the joy of fruitfulness over against the sorrow of barrenness. 

Thus, sorrow is indeed a proper and natural response to this affliction even today. It is proper to 

pray that this affliction be removed if it be God’s will (I Sam. 7:11, Gen. 25:21). Even a barren 

woman ought to long for motherhood. 

5. In the midst of the sorrow of this affliction, the godly also are comforted and filled with 

the peace and joy of their salvation. This is the way it is with all affliction. It comes from the 

fatherly hand of our Covenant God and is for our good and our salvation. The sorrow of 

barrenness does not conflict with the joy of our salvation. We are all saved through the sufferings 

of this life. (I Peter 4:13 & Rom. 8:17). 

6. Thus, regardless of our condition, regardless of the affliction God sends to us, we must 

learn to be content. We submit to the sovereign will of God for us. 

I believe that these points demonstrate that my article is in harmony with all of Scripture and 

therefore ought to be edifying to all. Even a barren woman ought to rejoice in and agree with an 

article that presents the teaching of Scripture on motherhood. 

I hope that this will be helpful to you. May the Lord bless you as you consider these things 

once again. 

In the service of our Lord, 

Rev. Steven Houck 
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