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“Alleluia! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth!” (Rev. 19:6). 

These words are recorded in that final piece of the vision which begins at Rev. 17:1. There 

begins the picture and history of Babylon, the Great Whore. In chapter 18 we have her glory and 

the lament over her ruin. Then in chapter 19:1-10, the doxology to God for her judgment and 

overthrow. This doxology is sung in three sections by the angels of heaven, the church in glory 

and again by all the inhabitants of heaven, angels and glorified men. A fourfold Alleluia (the 

only place in the NT where this word is found) goes up to heaven in praise to God for His 

judgment on Babylon. The doxology sounds as loud as all earth’s cataracts, as mighty 

thunderings. The “scene is not upon the earth, but in heaven, and pictures the beginning of the 

eternal day. By this time the power of Satan has been broken — truly a demonstration of the 

power of God!” (Weeber in The Consummation of History). “Praise ye Jehovah because the 

Lord God, the Omnipotent One, did reign.” The verb receives the emphasis, “did reign the Lord 

God the Omnipotent!” Did reign means back in all past history the Lord God Omnipotent 

reigned as King in His kingdom of power. The Lord Jesus Christ, the King of kings, the Lord did 

sit as king on His holy hill of Zion where He has ever since reigned over the church and the 

world. 

In our Reformed Dogmatics God’s omnipotence is defined as “that virtue according to which 

He is able to accomplish whatever He pleases.” (Ps. 115:3; 135:6). Omnipotence is that 

perfection of God’s being by which He has the power to execute His sovereign, irresistible, 

invincible will. Charles Hodge says in his Systematic Theology, that omnipotence is that “God . . 

. can do without effort, and by a volition, whatever He wills,” and that that “is the highest 

conceivable idea of power.” H. Bavinck, The Doctrine of God, says, “God’s sovereignty is 

revealed in His omnipotence . . . He possesses absolute power in regard to everything, so that 

nothing is able to stay His hand . . . nothing is too hard for Him; all things are possible with Him 

. . .” A. W. Pink, referring to Hab. 3:4, “there (in His hand, rch) was the hiding (rather than the 

displaying, rch) of His power,” says that God’s omnipotence is so great, so uncontrollable, so 

inconceivable, that what He has concealed in His hand is far more of His infinite might than that 

revealed in His works in nature! “Well may we exclaim, ‘Thou hast a mighty arm: strong is Thy 

hand, high is Thy right hand.’ ” (Ps. 89:13). 

The divine plural name Elohim is accurately expressed in the word Godhead. The name 

means, “the Putter forth of all power.” El means “Mighty One.” He is El Elohim, God of gods, or 

the Mighty of mighties. El Shaddai is “the Almighty God.” This name, the Almighty, appears 31 

times in the book of Job (more than in all Scripture), while Adonai appears in Job only once 

(28:28), and Jehovah appears there 32 times. (Charnock is in error when he says Almighty 

appears in Job “I think about 32 times (31 is correct) and Jehovah but once, Job 12:9” (32 times 

is correct). Adonai, my Lord is the Master above all who has all in subjection to Himself. Power 

is also the name of God. The Son of Man sitting at the right hand of Power (with a capital “P”), 

reveals God’s name to be Power (Dynameoos, from which we get our word, dynamite). 

God’s omnipotence is seen in the creation of the universe, His making it out of nothing. 

Creation implies and presupposes before its existence nothing; providence implies and presup-

poses something in existence. Before the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1), there was, as to any 

creature, nothing; there was no physical matter in existence. Matter is no eternal. No creature has 



any of God’s incommunicable attributes. “The eternal Father ... of nothing made heaven and 

earth, with all that is in them” (Heidelberg Catechism, A. 26). “The Father by . . . His Son hath 

created of nothing, the heaven, the earth and all creatures” (Belgic Confession, XII). This is God 

calling the things not being as being (Rom. 4:17). Divine omnipotence appears in the 

providential work of upholding all things in their being by the word of His power (Heb. 1:3). It is 

seen in His works of redemption, in the incarnation of Christ, in His birth of a virgin (Lk. 1:35, 

37); in His miracles, wonders of amazement at the mighty power of God (Mt. 11:5; Lk. 9:43); 

and “by the power of His Godhead (to) sustain in His human nature the burden of God’s wrath” 

poured out in the death of the cross, then to raise Him from the dead by the exceeding greatness 

of His power (Eph. 1:19). 

This power is original to the nature of God. “Power belongs unto God” (Ps. 62:11), to His 

very being. This divine power could not be distinct from Himself. (Otherwise His simplicity 

would be destroyed.) It belongs to Him in the infinite energizing of His essence. Just as the 

Godhead cannot be communicated to the creature (to make the creature God!), so neither can 

essential attributes be so communicated. From this it follows that omnipotence cannot be 

communicated to the humanity of Christ (to make even His humanity deity!). Divine essence is 

incommunicable to humanity. 

The union of the two natures in the divine Person of the Son of God is without confusion of 

the natures and without any change of them into one another. The divine nature is not turned into 

the human, nor the human into the divine. These natures are not mixed to form a third, making 

Christ a tertuim quid (a third something). Omnipotence unites the Infinite and the finite together 

and forever in one Person. If we had not the Bible, nor the Apostles’ Creed, nor the Nicene 

Creed, nor the Athanasian Creed, nor the Chalcedonian Creed (cp. Belgic Confession, IX, last 

sentence), and had only the works of the philosophers, then our ideas of God and His nature 

would be confused and shot through with garbled errors, would not stand in the unity of God, nor 

in the trinity of God, would be caught up in a false monotheism or in polytheism, yet knowing 

absolutely nothing of the union of the two natures of Christ. Then we would have no more than 

“science (knowledge) falsely so called” (I Tim. 6:10), or the vagaries (freakish ideas) of 

philosophy, either that of false humility’s Agnosticism or false pride’s Gnosticism. 

We rightly say that God’s power is infinite, that He is almighty, and so can do anything and 

everything; for nothing with Him is impossible. On this basis it is said that God’s power is 

absolute. But at this point we must be careful. For we do not mean that, (1) God can do the 

contradictory, (2) He can do anything contrary to His being and nature (contrary to Himself). 

Nor do we feel completely satisfied in saying, “there are some things which God cannot do.” It 

might be better to say that since God will not and cannot do anything contrary to Himself, that 

there are some things which simply cannot be done; they are impossible. To make the 

contradictory true is impossible. It is impossible to cause a thing to be and not to be at the same 

time, or to make good and evil one and the same thing, or to make a thing not to have been that 

has been. “It is impossible for God to lie” (Heb. 6:18), for this would be contrary to Himself, 

and “He cannot deny Himself’’ (II Tim. 2:13). God cannot die; He cannot love sin; He cannot 

make a stone so heavy that He cannot lift it, for that would be to make another infinite. God 

cannot make another God. 

God, Who created the heaven, earth and all creatures “of nothing’’ did so by a mere word. 

“God said, Let there be light . . . God said, Let there be a firmament.’’ This word is simply the 

thought of what God willed, expressed in command form: “He spake and it was done, He 

commanded, and it stood fast” (Ps. 33:9); “He commanded and they were created” (Ps. 148:5). 



The moment He willed it, they were created. This is God’s creative calling. “He calls those 

things which are not, as if they were” (Rom. 4:17), or “calls the things not being as (into) being.” 

To create is to call into being. This is God’s omnipotence. “Let there be light” is the cause of that 

creature; “and there was light” is the effect. By one word (act) of His omnipotent will the world 

came into being. The words, “Let there be light, and there was light” are literally, “Let be light, 

and let be light!” (yehi or vayehi or!) Notice the same words repeated with only the conjunction 

connecting them, showing that in the very instant of the utterance, of the thought, of the divine 

word, light leaped out of darkness into being! 

Islam was spread over the world by horse-power, army-power and sword power. Christianity 

uses not military forces or tactics, has no purpose to subject men but to God only, covets not the 

property of others, nor the riches of cities; does not invade the rights or rulers, nor the liberties of 

the populace. The gospel changes men’s hearts, not necessarily their government, ransoms men’s 

souls rather than to enslave them. The gospel came not with the material powers of the world, 

but with the powers of the world to come (Heb. 6:5), namely, the death, resurrection, ascension 

and coming again of Christ, the mighty God! Islam conquered a tottering, effeminate, decaying 

world (such as our nation now is). Yet world-wide the gospel stands in the true church right 

alongside of Islamism in whatever countries it is found. The kingdom of Satan will not gradually 

fade away, but continue to the end of the world when then he and his forces will be cast into the 

lake of fire (Rev. 19). Papists falsely sing of their Pope, “He’s got the whole world in his hands.” 

For the infallible Word tells us that the Father has given all things into Christ’s hands! (Jn. 13:3). 

Falsely also sings any particular race or government when it insists, “We shall overcome — 

some day!” The redeemed Church of Christ alone is destined to win the day: 

 Thou art, O God, our boast, the glory of our power; 

Thy sovereign grace is e’er our fortress and our tower. 

We lift our heads aloft, for God, our Shield, is o’er us; 

Through Him, through Him alone whose presence goes before us. 

We’ll wear the victor’s crown, no more by foes assaulted, 

We’ll triumph through our King, by Israel’s God exalted. 
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