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A. David and Goliath (chapter 17). 

 1. Goliath of Gath: 

 a. Look up Joshua 11:22 and Numbers 13:28-33 in connection with Genesis 6:4 and 

explain who Goliath was. 

  b. Was Goliath the last of the race of giants? Cf. I Chr. 20:4-8. 

  c. How tall was Goliath? 

 d. By consulting a Bible Dictionary or Encyclopedia can you give some idea of the 

weight of Goliath’s armor? 

  e. Why are all these details recorded about Goliath (Ps. 38:19, 69:4)? 

 2. Israel’s fear: . 

 a. Why did Goliath propose to fight in single combat with a soldier of Israel (Ps. 52:1-

3)? 

  b. Why were Saul and the Israelites afraid (Deut. 28:66, 67)? 

 3. David’s arrival: 

  a. Where was David at this time (Ps. 78:70-72)? 

 b. Why was David so upset when he learned about the situation (Heid. Cat., Lord’s 

Day XXXVI, Ps. 139:19-22)? 

 c. Why according to verse 36, did David remind Saul that Goliath was an 

“uncircumcised” Philistine (Judges 5:31, Ps. 68:1)? 

  d. Why was David’s brother Eliab angry with Him? Was Eliab correct (Job 32:6-9)? 

  e. Why did David tell Saul the story of the lion and the bear (Ps. 20:7, Rom. 8:37)? 

 4. The victory over Goliath and the Philistines: 

 a. Why did David go to battle unarmed except for a sling (II Cor. 10:4, Ps. 8:2, I Cor. 

1:27-29)? 

  b. Why did Goliath curse David when he saw him coming to fight? 

 c. Did David kill Goliath with the sling or with Goliath’s sword when he cut off his 

head? 

 d. Why did the rest of the Philistine army flee when they saw their champion slain (Ex. 

23:27, Deut. 11:25)? 

 e. How do you reconcile Saul’s questions (vss. 55-58) with the fact that David had 

been in Saul’s court (16:19-23)? Why did Saul ask who David was and whose son he 

was (Gen. 49:10)? 

 5. The significance: 

 a. In what ways is David’s victory over Goliath a picture of the battle of faith which 

we must fight (Eph. 6:12, Heb. 11:32-34, II Cor. 10:4)? 

  b. Of what is David’s sling a picture (Ps. 44:5-7, 20:7, 8)? 

 c. Of what is Saul’s armor, which David could not and would not wear, a picture? 

What cannot we use in the battle of faith? 

B. Saul’s jealousy (chapter 18). 

 1. The friendship of David and Jonathan: 

 a. Why did Jonathan love David so greatly? Is his love an evidence that he feared God 

(Ps. 119:63, I Jn. 2:10, 3:14)? What can we learn from this? 



  b. Do you think that this friendship had anything to do with Saul’s hatred and jealousy 

of David (cf. chap. 20:30, 31)? 

 2. The attitude of the people toward David: 

 a. What did the song of the women who greeted Saul and David returning from battle 

mean (Ps. 2:4-6, 89:19-23, II Sam. 7:9)? 

  b. Do you think Saul’s reaction is evidence that he had begun to suspect that David 

would be his successor? 

  c. How did David conduct himself in Saul’s presence and what was the result of this (I 

Pet. 2:17-23)? 

 3. Saul’s first attempt to take David’s life: 

  a. Was this the only time that Saul attempted to kill David in this way (19:10)? 

  b. Did David escape only because he was so quick witted (vs. 12, Ps. 27:1-3)? 

 c. Why did Saul make David a captain in his army when he failed to kill him (Ps. 

37:12)? 

 4. David’s marriage: 

  a. Why did Saul promise his daughter Merab to David and what request did he make? 

 b. When Saul broke his promise and tried to make it up by giving his daughter Michal 

to David he commanded his servants to speak to David secretly. Why? 

 c. What strange dowry did Saul demand of David? Why did he ask this? Was he still 

plotting against David? 

  d. What was the fruit of all Saul’s plots (Ps. 7:15, Eccl. 10:8)? 

C. David becomes a fugitive (chapter 19). 

 1. Saul declares his evil purpose: 

 a. Why did Saul command his servants and Jonathan to kill David? How did Jonathan 

persuade him to give up this evil attempt? 

  b. When and why did Saul break the oath he had made to Jonathan? 

  c. What does all of this show about Saul (Ex. 8:15, Rom. 1:28, 9:18)? 

 2. David’s escape: 

  a. How did Saul seek to use Michal against David? 

 b. Were the lies that were told in helping David to escape justified (Heid. Cat. Lord’s 

Day XLIII)? 

 c. Where did David go when he fled from Saul and why (Ps. 12:5-7)? 

 3. Psalm 39: 

 a. Look up this Psalm, read it and study it in connection with the events we have been 

talking about. 

 b. How does David characterize Saul and his servants in this Psalm? 

 c. How can David pray against Saul as he does in the Psalm? 

 d. How does David show his faith in this Psalm? 

 4. David’s escape from Naioth: 

 a. What happened to the messengers whom Saul sent to Naioth to take David and how 

many times did this happen? 

 b. What did Saul attempt to do and what happened to him? 

 c. What was the Lord trying to teach Saul by this (Num. 22:18, Prov. 21:1)? 

 d. What comfort could David and we derive from this? 
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