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Introduction 

1. One of the many questions which you as Reformed Young People confront as you grow and 

develop into spiritual maturity is the question, “What will God have me do in life? or What 

place does God have for me in His Kingdom?” and then too, “How do I know and find out 

this calling and place God has for me?” 

2. This is an important question which Young People too often push aside until they are well 

past high school age, or which they do not seriously consider at all so that they simply “fall 

into” a vocation to which they perhaps have not been called by God. 

3. This question is closely related to your education, for it is your education which plays a large 

part in determining what your calling is and how to fulfill it before God. 

4. Therefore, the purpose of this outline is to deal with this basic question by laying down some 

basic principles, and raising a few questions for your consideration and discussion. 

 

I. The Life For Which You Ought To Be Prepared 

 A. Negatively: 

 1. It is not a mere earthly life and existence 

  a. Should your education prepare you to be “successful” and “prosperous”, to “get 

ahead” and have the “easy” life in the sense that the world speaks? (cf. Lu. 12:15-

21, 22-30; 9:24, 25) 

  b. Should your education prepare you to be “mode!” citizens, to leave your mark 

on society, to give your contribution to the next generation, and make the world a 

better place for your posterity? 

 2. Nor is it a Christian life which seeks to reform the world and christianize society. 

  a. Should your education prepare you to be an influential Christian, to have a high 

position so as to reform the various spheres of life? 

  b. Should your education prepare you to be an instrument to claim the world for 

Christ and bring about an earthly, carnal Kingdom of God? (Jn. 18:36; Matt. 5:3, 

10) 

 B. Positively: 

1. As children of God you have been given the life of Christ in your heart by God’s 

work of regeneration. 

 a. That life is “other worldly”, for it is spiritual, heavenly life (Jn. 3:3-8, 36; 11:25, 

26; I Pe. 1:23) 

 b. By virtue of that life you are a citizen of the kingdom of heaven. (Jn. 3:5; Phil. 

3:20) 

2. Out of the principle of this spiritual life God calls you to live in the midst of this 

world in every sphere of life to His glory. 

 a. God does not take you out of this world, but commands you to live in it. Yet in 

this world you are to live in it, though not of it (the life of the antithesis) Jn. 17: 14-

18. 

  b. And in this world God gives to each one of you a specific calling or vocation. Is 

it true that only teachers and ministers have callings, but everyone else has jobs? 

Are there vocations to which God does not call you, both as young men and as 



young women? Are there spheres of life in which the Christian may not labor? What 

bearing does the antithesis have on your calling? 

  c. This calling of God you must find and fulfill as His servants. Thus your education 

must also prepare you for this calling in the midst of the world. 

II. The Kind of Education Which Will Prepare You For This Life 

 A. In General 

 1. Negatively, 

 a. Public school education with its godless principles of life cannot prepare you for 

your calling. 

  b. Nor will a generally Christian education prepare you for your life’s calling. 

 2. Positively, your education must be specifically Reformed and biblical. 

 a. It must be biblical because the Word of God alone must be our guide to lead us 

into a life of service to God in whatever calling that may be (cf. Ps. 119:105; II Tim. 

3:16, 17). 

 b. And that also means a soundly Reformed education. Thus as much as possible we 

must be prepared for life in our own Protestant Reformed schools where the 

principles of the Reformed faith are applied to each area of life in this world. How 

important is the education of the home when this kind of education is not possible? 

 B. Specifically 

 1. What kind of education will best prepare you at the high school level? 

 a. Should our own high school (or any other for those who are not able to attend 

Covenant Chr. High School) limit itself to the liberal arts, giving you a broad basis 

for your calling without specifically guiding you in a single direction? 

 b. Should our own high school include vocational/technical education which trains 

you in a specific field of labor such as shop, carpentry, home making, etc.? Or 

should it allow students to attend other vocational institutions (as e.g. Kent Skills)? 

Or would a co-op profitably prepare you for a certain skill? 

  2. What type of education will prepare you at the college level? 

 a. Since we do not have our own college (should we?), should you seek an education 

from a Christian college in the area to which you feel called? 

 b. Or would an education at a secular college be better? Since many of today’s 

Christian colleges have wrong views on the life of the Christian in society, should 

you choose a public institution where at least the wrong is clearly wrong? 

 c. Should you pursue a college education at all if you are unsure of your calling? Or 

will it help you to come to a decision? 

III. Your Responsibility As Young People Toward Your Education 

 A. As Young People you need to take an active part in your education. 

 1. Often as Young People we place all the responsibility for being prepared for our 

calling on our parents and teachers. 

 a. Certainly this is the responsibility of the parents and teachers according to 

Scripture (cf. Deut. 6:6, 7; Ps. 78:1-8; Eph. 6:4; Prov. 22:6) 

 b. This is their covenant responsibility according to their baptismal vows (cf. the 

Baptism Form, the third question and the prayer of thanksgiving) 

  2. But your responsibility is also very important. 

 a. Education and therefore your preparation for life cannot take place unless there is 

both teaching and learning. Education implies submission and obedience to the 



teacher as well as appropriating the knowledge which is taught. 

 b. The book of Proverbs especially emphasizes the responsibility of the Young 

People in this respect (cf. Prov. 1:7-9; 2:1, 2, 5, 10ff.; 3:1-4, 21-24; 4, etc. -cf. also 

Eccles. 12:1). 

 B. How Can You Take A More Active Role? 

 1. By more seriously considering your calling in life earlier, especially during the high 

school years. Ask yourselves some basic questions: What talents and interests do I 

have? How am I going to use my god given abilities to the best of my ability? 

 2. Seek to determine your calling consciously before the face of God. Ask yourselves, 

“What does God tell me about my calling in His Word? Pray to Him about His will for 

you, asking for wisdom and guidance to know what He will have you do. 

 3. Seek the help of others: your parents, teachers, even pastors. How can they be of 

help to you in making this decision? Do they know your abilities better than you do, so 

that they can give more objective advice? 

  4. Finally, once you are convinced of your vocation, pursue it willingly, cheerfully, 

diligently, and faithfully! (take Prov. 3:5, 6 to heart!) 
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