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We are living in a day in which there is a moral crisis developing in our land. 

Just recently someone opened a pornography shop about five blocks down the street from our 

home; and there is a growing movement in which several local churches are cooperating to try to 

prevent this shop from expanding and, if possible, to drive it from our neighborhood. This raises 

for us as Christians a very real question, how far should we go in cooperating with a movement 

such as this? 

There is no question, of course, that we would like to have that shop out of our 

neighborhood. There is nothing nice about having to look at their advertising every time one 

rides down the street; and the kind of people that such a place attracts into the neighborhood isn’t 

very good either. Neither can anyone be very sure that such a place does not promote and 

increase the incidence of rape and assault and all of the other immoral behavior which has 

become epidemic and frightening in our day. Just from a practical point of view there are many 

reasons why we might want to join in a movement to outlaw such operations; and that says 

nothing as yet about the religious principles involved. 

But that brings me to another problem. Just a few years ago when I was on the radio a man 

approached me with the request that I promote a proposed bill to ban pornography in the state of 

Michigan. He gave me a copy of the bill to read, and I soon discovered that in the whole bill, 

which was quite lengthy, there was no reference whatsoever to any Biblical or even generally 

religious principles. It sought to fight a deeply moral wickedness on a purely practical and 

secular level. But can and should a Christian participate in movements such as that? There was 

reason for this, of course. In our present political environment Christian principles will not be 

given serious consideration because of the demand for separation of church and state. And so 

those who would seek to promote effectively legislation to outlaw these moral abuses feel 

compelled to try to function on a purely practical and secular level; but can a Christian then be 

part of it? Can we agree to act or cooperate on a purely secular level, leaving our Christian 

principles behind or unspoken, just because we desire the practical result? 

And pornography, of course, is only part of many such moral issues which are engulfing us 

in this day. There are matters such as abortion, homosexuality, divorce, Sunday business, 

drunkenness, drugs, etc. which are everywhere. What is our degree of Christian responsibility 

over against things such as this? And what should we do about them? 

The answer to this whole problem is not easy. All through their history the Reformed 

churches have wrestled with this matter in many different ways. Originally Calvin in Geneva 

worked hard to have the city ruled on Christian principles and to exercise a moral discipline over 

the people; but it involved a constant struggle with the town counsel which very often he did not 

win. After that his followers succeeded in implanting the principles of moral governmental 

responsibility in some of the major creeds, i.e. the English in the Westminster Confessions, and 

the Dutch in the Netherlands Confession (Art. 36) but the actual practice of this succeeded only 

for brief periods of time in limited situations. In the last century once again a great effort was 

made, especially in the Netherlands, to adapt the problem of religious responsibility to modem 

social and political situations; and yet the very churches which for a generation worked hardest 

at this have now slipped the farthest from sound moral principles and practice. 

The issue is not an easy one; and I do not at this point presume to spell out an answer; but 



there is a great deal of room for discussion and study: 

1. What does the Bible say about the responsibility of a Christian in regard to moral problems? 

2. Can examples be found in the Bible of legal action being taken, or legal channels being used, 

to deal with moral issues? (In this regard, consideration should be given to the difference 

between Old Testament examples and New Testament examples. What difference does it 

make?) 

3. What are we to think about Art. 36 of the Netherlands Confession? And what about the 

footnote of 1910 which sought to limit it? 

4. Does the Bible have anything to say as to whether we can and should cooperate with those 

who share a practical moral goal with us while we differ with them on moral principles? 
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