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"Let brotherly love continue." Heb. 13:l  

I. The Brother  

A. What is the meaning of "brother" in Hebrews 13:1?  

1. "Brother" is used in different ways in Scripture.  

a. children of the same mother, as Cain and Abel. Gen. 4:2.  

b. descendants from a common root, namely, Adam. Gen. 9:5; Acts 17:26. 

 c, spiritual brothers. Ps. 22:22; Matt. 18:15.  

2. The term "brother" or "brethren" was instituted by Christ in reference to those 

elect in Him. Matt. 12:50; 25:40; Heb. 2:ll-13.  

a. Their relationship is not antagonistic, nor do they have in common only 

superficial concerns.  

b. But they are united in an intimate bond of fellowship.  

B. What do spiritual brothers have in common?  

1. They are born from above by the Spirit of God.  

a. They all have the same Father. Rom. 8:15; Matt. 23:8, 9.  

b. They bear the same image, I1 Cor. 3:18, renewed in knowledge, 

righteousness, and true holiness. Eph. 4:23, 24; Col. 3:9. 10.  

c. They are said to be of one heart and of one soul. Acts 4:32.  

2. Spiritual brothers are confessors of the same faith and share the same calling. 

Eph. 4:4, 5; 1 Thess. 4:9.  

II. Brotherly Love  

A. What it is:  

1. It is a virtue which lies outside of the realm of the natural man. Rom. 8:7; 

14:23b.  

a. It is not lust, which is nothing more than perverse human desire. Titus 

3:3, 4; James 1:14, 15; I John 2:16, 17.  

b. It is not mere human affection. You can see affection even in animals.  

c. That means that what the world calls "love" is not love.  

2. Brotherly love has its foundation only in Christ. I John 5:1; 4:10, 11.  

a. It is a divine virtue, a reflection of the intimate bond of perfect 

fellowship that exists between the 3 persons of the Holy Trinity. I John 

4:8; John 3:35.  

b. Brotherly love exists only between two or more persons who are 

perfectly righteous according to God's standard of righteousness. Col. 

3:14; I Cor. 13:6.  

c. Thus, brotherly love is possible only because Christ's self- sacrificing 

love was far more than an example for us to follow. Phil. 2:5-8.  

1) His love draws His brothers to Him and into Him.  

2) He is the only possibility and source of our love for one another. 

Rom. 55; I John 4:12, 13, 16.  

3. It is not only a nice ideal, but a commandment. John 15:12; I John 4:21.  



a. It is a new commandment, new in the sense that it is seen in a new light. 

John 1334; I John 2:7, 8.  

b. Christ has come to fulfill the law which we could not possibly perform, 

that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us. Rom. 8:3, 4.  

B. Its Manifestation  

1. Its manifestation is stifled by:  

a. an exclusive self-love and love for the things of this present world. I 

John 2:14, 15.  

b. ignorance of the true nature of brotherly love, and lack of concern about 

the exercise of it. I Cor. 13: l-3.  

c. spiritual pride, a know-it-all attitude, Prov. 13:10.  

2. Brotherly love is manifested according to the standard of Christ. John 13:34.  

a. It consists in a complete giving of self, Rom. 8:6-8; Phil. 25-8; John 

15:13; and a ministering to others, rather than being ministered to. John 

13:14, 15.  

b. Its manifestation is in proportion to our love for the Lord Himself. I 

John 4: 16.  

1) I Cor. 13:4-8. 

2) It is shown only after honest self-examination and repentance.  

3. Its manifestation appears in:  

a. counting the brother better than self. Rom. 12:10; Phil. 2:2, 3; Col. 3:12.  

b. being kind to one another. I1 Peter 1:7.  

c. supplication for all saints. Eph. 6:18.  

d. serving one another. John 13:14, 15; James 1:27.  

e. abhoring evil and cleaving to that which is good. Rom. 12:9.  

f. forgiving one another. Col. 3:13. 

g. edifying one another. Heb. 10:24, 25; Rom. 15:l-7.  

C. Its Fruits  

1. Brotherly love will cover a multitude of sins. I Peter 4:8; Prov. 10:12.  

2. It will bear the fruit of unity among the brethren. Ps. 133:l-3; Col. 2:2.  

3. The brothers shall be established in holiness. I Thess. 3:12, 13.  

III. Questions  

A. Are all those within the church our brothers? Confer such passages as Gal. 3:28; II 

Thess. 3:14, 15; Matt. 18:15-17.  

B. Is our love toward the brother to be expressed differently than our love toward our 

neighbor?  

C. Do we use the language of the world in calling "love" that which is not love?  

D. Is there a lack of brotherly love in our midst? Why? (Cf James 4:l-3, e.g.)  

E. When a brother is walking in sin, do I show my love for him by seeking to lead him to 

the cross, while at the same time esteeming him better than myself? 

 F. Is our attitude that of Paul in I1 Cos. 12:15?  

G. Confer I Tim. 4:12. Do we pray for our pastors and elders that they may fulfill their 

calling to be examples in this regard? 
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