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They will do it! 

You may be sure, Young People, that they will do it. 

To what do I refer? Well, we considered the seven Beatitudes and saw that in them we have a 

seven-fold picture of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven. They are poor in spirit, mourn over 

sin, are meek, and hunger and thirst for righteousness, are merciful, pure in heart and 

peacemakers. And you can be sure that the citizens of the kingdom of darkness, who are the 

spiritual offspring of Satan, will persecute the citizens of the kingdom of heaven. As surely as a 

cat will pounce on a mouse, an eagle will swoop down on the rabbit in the open field, and the 

wolf will seize the sheep that wanders away from the fold, the world will persecute the Church. 

This persecution will not always come in the form of bodily injury and death. But, as Jesus 

puts it, they will “revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 

falsely, for my sake.” All this reviling and accusing falsely may lead to bodily injury and even 

death; but in the present age it is more likely to assume the form of name calling, sarcasm, 

ridicule, ostracizing, tormenting, shunning, denying work and the like. 

Indeed there were times when the citizens of Satan’s kingdom did persecute with bloodshed 

and death. Look at Genesis 4:8 in the light of 1 John 3:12. Cain killed Abel, and why? Because 

Abel was poor in spirit, one who mourned over sin, was meek, and hungered and thirsted after 

righteousness. John explains that murder as due to the fact that Cain’s “works were evil and his 

brother’s righteous.’’ Why did they seek to kill Enoch? Why did the Jews kill Jesus? And why 

did they plot to kill Paul? The citizens of Satan’s empire hate the citizens of the kingdom of God. 

And hate always wants to kill. It does not always dare to do so. It, for its own life’s sake may not 

take life. But you can be sure of it that hatred wants to kill and get out of its way the object 

against which it is directed. 

And we can expect, after the seven-fold description of the citizens of the kingdom of heaven 

to read, “Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.’’ But please note that 

change here. Whereas in the seven Beatitudes we read each time of what the citizens of the 

kingdom of heaven are and do, we now read of what is done unto them. And for that reason we 

do not list it with the seven Beatitudes as a separate and eighth Beatitude, even though it also 

begins with a “Blessed are”. Note also that the blessedness of which this verse speaks is a 

repetition of the one in regard to poor in spirit, and thus, if you please, the same as in the very 

first Beatitude. We might, in a sense, call it a summarization, or better a consequence whose 

blessedness is mentioned for further comfort and peace of mind. This especially because Jesus 

adds, in Matthew 5:12, “Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven, for so 

persecuted they the prophets which were before you.” Truly these words are added for further 

comfort, assuring these citizens that they are in good company, and that nothing strange is 

happening to them. It also cautions them not to look for their reward here below. Their reward is 

in heaven where the persecutors cannot touch it. 

Still more, after Jesus had given the seven-fold marks of the citizens of His kingdom He now 

gives us a way to test our citizenship in that kingdom. Are we such citizens, we will certainly be 

reviled, persecuted, evil spoken of falsely for His sake. And the big question, young people, is 

exactly whether you do experience such reviling, persecutions and false accusations. One need 

not walk about in doubt, if one experiences the hatred of the world for that one’s walk of life in 



the truth and in God’s law. 

You covenant young women are going to attract young men of the world. We live so much 

on top of each other today. We must mingle with unbelievers in the office and in the shop, on the 

street and in the bus. But if we meet them on the dance floor, in the movie, at sports events and 

worldly amusements, they are going to consider us fellow citizens in their kingdom of darkness. 

If they like your company, and in their presence you never mourn over sin or manifest any 

hungering and thirsting after righteousness, you are not going to be reviled but loved, will suffer 

no persecution for Christ’s sake but be showered with gifts and affection, will have nice things 

said about you and receive, perhaps, proposals for marriage. But reveal these signs of citizenship 

in Christ’s kingdom, and you will be dropped like a hot potato; and nasty stories about you will 

be circulated which are not true. 

At the same time, when you meet a young man, even at church activities and in the church 

services themselves, by all means look to see whether he manifests these earmarks of citizenship 

in Christ’s kingdom. If not, you must terminate the fellowship, or lose the assurance that your 

own citizenship is there. You must not think that you can make him such a citizen but must 

either wait until there are such evidences, or put out of your mind completely the idea that you 

are compatible for marriage. 

This same thing, of course, is true for our young men. Before they begin a friendship with a 

young woman, they must look for these seven signs. If they do not find even one, they better find 

another young woman for their companionship. And that means also that they go where they can 

expect to find such young women. The tragedy of it today is that young men so often look, not in 

the church, but in the world and pick one up at a worldly function of some kind, and because of 

outward beauty rather than the spiritual beauty of the kingdom and listed in the Beatitudes. 

The sermon on the kingdom was not spoken merely for middle age people, senior citizens 

and those nearing the end of their earthly pilgrimage. The Bible, Young People, was written for 

YOU! Christ is as concerned about little lambs as He is about the full grown sheep. And you, 

who lie between, are therefore also included. Does not the very law speak to children and 

command them to obey their fathers and mothers that it may be well with them? Does this not 

show that God is concerned with you, and that Jesus wrote these words for you, to guide you and 

to enable you to “rejoice and be exceeding glad’’? 

A word of caution, however, your being reviled, persecuted and having all manner of evil 

spoken against you, must be for Christ’s sake. When you deserve reviling, and men despise you 

because of your sins, when they persecute you because you are not merciful, pure in heart and a 

peacemaker, but hurt them because of sinful bitterness in your soul, and false accusations are 

made because you falsely accused them, all this is no sign that you belong to Christ’s kingdom. 

Jesus qualifies His words twice in that He speaks of being persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

and when men shall revile . . . and say all manner of evil falsely for My sake. If that is the case, 

then we may be assured that our citizenship is in heaven. Then we may be assured that we are in 

the line wherein God’s faithful prophets in the Old Testament were, as they walked to the new 

Jerusalem. 

The prophets were persecuted for speaking the truth and for condemning a sinful walk. They 

already, long before Christ came, set forth the earmarks of citizenship in His kingdom. And think 

again of Enoch who walked with God and prophesied to the wicked that “The Lord cometh with 

ten thousand of His saints to execute judgment, and to convince all that are ungodly among them 

of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed.’’ See Jude 14:15. They tried to 

kill him. Think of Elijah whose life was sought by wicked king Ahab, to mention only a few 



instances of walking in righteousness, mourning over sin and being persecuted by Satan’s 

kingdom’s citizens. 

And you, Young People, are here called to rejoice and to be exceeding glad. That means you 

are not to regret it that you have to suffer reproach and shame. Your flesh will want to weep 

when you lose the friendship of worldly young people, are insulted, mocked and called by very 

derogatory names. Our flesh is inclined to behave as a citizen of the kingdom of darkness and 

return blow for blow, sarcasm for sarcasm, and in even stronger language that that which is 

hurled at us to revile the citizens of that evil kingdom. And, if you please, our flesh is inclined to 

say all manner of evil about them falsely. They are evil, but we are inclined to get revenge and 

manufacture evil charges about them, to exaggerate what they have said and have done, and thus 

to do evil ourselves. 

Not so, Jesus says. Instead rejoice and be exceeding glad. What can mean more to us than to 

know that ours is the kingdom of heaven? What has more value than to have a reward in heaven? 

Is there anything on this earth that can compare with it? Men can give your rewards here below. 

When you walk with the world in its sins, it will gladly reward you with what it can. At best it 

gives you what moth and rust corrupt and that thieves break through to steal. And be it a million 

dollars or something worth that much according to earthly standards, you can enjoy it only for a 

few years, and cannot take it with you. But a reward in heaven is an everlasting reward, whose 

value will only increase, so that the psalmist can truthfully declare that then, yes then, he shall be 

satisfied. Did you ever see a person here on this earth who was satisfied with what he had? You 

will be, if your reward is in heaven. And you need have no fear that anyone can or will take it 

away from you. 

The kingdom of heaven and its treasures were bought with the precious blood of Christ; and 

He earned the reward for you. If you are going to evaluate anything by what is cost, then heaven 

and all its glory so far surpasses all else because of the death of God’s Son Who bought it for us 

by His blood. And He here assures you that when you suffer and die for His sake, He is not 

going to forget your deed but reward it. 

Rejoice then and be exceeding glad when He so directs your life, and gives you grace to 

suffer for His sake. He is speaking to you in all that ridicule and sarcasm, in the pain of body and 

soul you suffer for His sake. He is saying to you: “You are a citizen of My kingdom. And I did 

die for you. When you die for me, it is because I died for you and gave you the life of My 

kingdom. I will receive you into it and reward you, in My grace, with all the pleasures and joys 

of My kingdom. I suffered to buy your citizenship. And your suffering for My sake, is an 

evidence that My life is in you. Rejoice and be exceeding glad for this.” There is great 

blessedness for the persecuted, if they are persecuted for Christ’s sake. 
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