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With this seventh Beatitude we come to the last of a series of descriptions of the citizens of 

the kingdom of heaven. Each citizen of that kingdom as he faces God is poor in spirit, mourns 

over sin, is meek and hungers and thirsts after righteousness. As his soul faces his fellow men he 

is merciful, pure in heart and a peacemaker. You see, Young People, man differs from the 

animals in that, being created in God’s image, he has a soul that faces God as well as the earthly 

creation in which he lives. No, he is not two-faced. Nor does he look in two different directions. 

He does not have eyes in the back of his head as well as just under his forehead. What I mean is 

that while he looks at creation round about him, and thus also at his fellowmen, he is looking 

also beyond man to the God Who made man and has given definite laws in regard to dealing 

with that fellow man. 

Man’s eye is certainly an amazing organ which God gave him; and it has tremendous 

capabilities. It, as created by God, can see objects in front of it, and yet also have objects on the 

horizon in clear focus. It is true that there are those who are near-sighted, and others who are far-

sighted. But with 20/20 vision one can see clearly the flowers in the foreground and yet far 

beyond to the sharply lined mountain peaks that stand out against the deep blue sky. Well, so it is 

with man’s soul after he is born again. He sees his fellow men that surround him. But he also 

sees his God, and his fellow men as instruments wherewith he is to serve his God. 

Those who have not been born again, and thus are not citizens of the kingdom of heaven are 

spiritually near-sighted. They see this earthly creation clearly, but they do not clearly see the 

Almighty, all-wise and sovereign God behind all that creation. They will, therefore, speak of a 

Kind Providence, or of Mother Nature. They will call Him Fate or Lady Luck, which all shows 

that their eyesight is very defective. Even though they may read His Word, they are incapable of 

seeing Him as He is. In fact those not born again, who do read His Word studiously, will often 

come with the cry that He is unfair, cruel and merciless to elect some to everlasting glory and 

reject others. They cannot see Him correctly, even though they do see a blurred picture of Him 

behind all His creation. 

The citizen of the kingdom of heaven who has been born again, however, will see God 

clearly and in front of Him all of the creatures which He made and gave to us as tools wherewith 

to serve Him. They will not only know that He has given man laws, yea created man within laws, 

in regard to all this wide creation, but will also love God and want to keep those laws. 

The law that God has given for dealing with fellow men is that they walk in love toward each 

other for God’s sake. And that means that men should live as peacemakers. Then the idea is not 

simply that they should not hurt each other, that is, be merciful, but to make peace between 

themselves and those round about them. It hurts the citizens of the kingdom to hurt other men. 

But Jesus did not say, “Blessed are the peaceful”. Rather He spoke of peacemakers, those who 

make peace, not simply those who live in peace with others. They do not simply fail to attack 

others. They seek to realize peace when others attack. 

It might seem, then, as though many are citizens of the kingdom of heaven who never go to 

church, who desecrate the Sabbath, take God’s Name in vain, worship the things of this world 

and uphold such heresies as Evolution, and defend Atheists. For these exert much effort to bring 

peace to this world. They give of their time. They accept insults and blows without retaliating to 

keep and obtain peace. They even give up land and possessions for the sake of peace. They look 



like peacemakers. 

Nothing, however, could be farther from the truth. To make peace you must take away the 

cause of war, not simply the fear of war. You must root out war, not simply make it too 

expensive or dangerous to wage it. Building up an arsenal that makes weaker nations fearful of 

attacking is not making peace. To make peace you must take away hate and make men love each 

other. Then there can be no war. And peace in the very first place means that we have peace with 

God, as Paul writes in Romans 5:1, “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” What peace has a city wherein all the citizens love each other but 

is surrounded by a huge well-equipped army of another city that is ready to blow this city of 

brotherly love to pieces? The main consideration man must have is to have peace with God. 

Peace in the very first place must be and is a relationship of love between God and man. 

Therefore, I am sure that you can see that Christ is The Peacemaker, The Prince of Peace. For 

it is in Him and by His blood that we are justified in the sight of God; and it is through Him that 

the love of God blesses us. That is why Paul says that we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. In Him we seek that peace. Rather, as Paul writes in the Greek, we are justified out 

of faith. Our faith draws its peace of mind out of the work of Christ whereby He justified us by 

His cross. Our peace consists in this that we are sure of the forgiveness of our sins, and that 

because of this God smiles down upon us in love instead of with His terrible wrath which we by 

nature deserve. 

But those forgiven, and dealt with in love by God, forgive their enemies and deal with them 

in love. Being forgiven and forgiving go together, as Jesus pointed out in the prayer which He 

taught us. We are told to pray, “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” And then He 

adds, “But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your heavenly Father forgive you 

your trespasses.” Matthew 6:15. 

Now there will be no peace on this earth among the nations until Christ returns and casts all 

those who hate God, and their neighbors, into hell, and fully delivers His people from the love 

and power of sin. The Prince of Peace will bring peace to this world, for He will take away the 

cause of all war. He has removed the curse for His people, and He will give them bodies that 

have in them no motions of sin; and this He will do through the death of our flesh and a 

resurrection from the dead. 

But now and until that kingdom of Heaven is fully come the unregenerated will hate the 

regenerated as well as other unregenerates. In fact one of the signs of the coming of Christ to 

usher in that kingdom of heaven is exactly wars and rumors of wars with nation rising up against 

nation and kingdom against kingdom. Then too the regenerated, still having the motions of sin in 

their flesh all through this present life, will often perform deeds of hatred against their fellow 

church members. However because they are citizens in the kingdom of heaven, and do have that 

principle of the new life in them, they are peacemakers, and will confess their sins, be sorry for 

them, and as we saw mourn over them, and do what they can to restore peace between them and 

the ones against whom they sinned. On the other hand those against whom they sinned will 

accept the apologies, forgive and hold no grudges, but walk in love with that one who sinned 

against him. 

The citizens of the kingdom of heaven will not return blow for blow, nasty word for nasty 

word, ridicule for ridicule, sarcasm for sarcasm. No, the peacemakers will turn the other cheek 

and never seek revenge. 

Yea, as peacemakers they will try to save their spiritual brethren and sisters from all warlike 

deeds. And then it must be borne in mind that they will do this in a twofold way. They will seek 



to turn their brethren from fighting the living God, for sinning is always an act of fighting the 

living God. Sinning is always opposing God in His will. There is no danger that we are ever 

going to hurt God and inflict injury upon Him. But sinning is fighting against God in the sense 

that we are going against His will, opposing Him in His holy will. The peacemaker will seek to 

keep his brother from such warlike deeds. And he will seek to keep his brethren from attacks 

upon their neighbor’s flesh, but also upon their wills in deeds of hatred. 

This peacemaking is realized through the Word of God. And therefore what belongs so 

inseparably with the peacemaking is supporting both morally and financially mission work. 

Through it the church seeks to turn unbelievers away from their unbelief, from their hatred 

toward God to a love for the living God. Indeed Christ, the Prince of Peace, must do this. But He 

uses us to preach the gospel and calls us to serve as His mouthpiece. And rather than to fight 

Him on this point, the peacemakers gladly approach all whom they can with the gospel about this 

Prince of Peace, that they too may know the joy of being justified bv faith and of having peace 

with God. 

And their blessedness is that they shall be called the children of God. Now to be the children 

of God means that He brought us forth. We owe our existence to Him. It also means that He 

loves us as those belonging to His family in Christ His only begotten Son. But do not overlook 

the fact that it also means that we are like Him. A child, receiving his life from his parents, will 

take on their natures. Peter speaks of that in II Peter 1:4 when he says that we are partakers of the 

divine nature. But note that it is the divine nature and not the divine essence. We will be like 

Him in that we too shall be righteous and holy. 

This we shall be called. However this means much more than that this will be our name. 

When God calls things happen. When He said, “Let there be light’’, there was light. When He 

calls us children of God, we become such children of God and begin to enjoy all the benefits of 

being heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. Being such heirs we lose nothing when as 

peacemakers we refuse to fight for this world’s fading goods. 

And do not overlook the fact that God is the one Who will call us His children. That we call 

each other Christians, believers, children of God does not make us such. But the almighty, 

unchangeable God calls us to be His children, and the peacemakers can therefore be sure of 

enjoying this blessedness when the Prince of Peace returns. 

And by all means do not overlook the fact that if God calls us His children, He is going to 

treat us as His children. It is not a matter of simply admitting that we are His children. Many a 

parent does that, and then abuses his child. Not God. Calling us His children He showers down 

on us all the blessings of His kingdom. 

Indeed it is wonderful to be a citizen of that kingdom. It means that we are God’s children, heirs 

of God and joint heirs with Christ. Those He calls His children He brings home to live in 

covenant fellowship with Him forever in a bliss and glory that has never been known on this 

earth. 
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