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As the day of the Lord draws nearer there appears to be an obvious increase in wickedness 

and sin in the world. Sins once committed in secret are now blatantly committed in the open. 

Sins which once were openly and forcefully disapproved of and condemned by governments and 

churches are now legalized and promoted by them. Sin today is no longer categorized as sin—

that has an odious ring to it— but rather the world uses all of its resources to convince 

themselves that these sins are sicknesses. 

Young people, you live in a topsy-turvy world. The distinctions between right and wrong are 

being obliterated. Old values are disappearing as a new morality is being forced upon you in 

many insidious ways—ways designed to lull your senses and catch you unawares. Newspapers, 

magazines, radio, television, billboards, books, music, art are all being used today by the prince 

of the devils, old Lucifer himself, to deceive you as he did our first parents some six millenia 

ago. 

Satan and his ally, the world, tell you and me that what God says to us in His Word is not 

good but rather the things of this world are desirable and good for you. It’s the same old lie that 

deceived our first parents. Be on your guard! They fell for it when they were yet perfect. You 

and I are corrupt sinners, prone to sin, and every evil way, how much easier it is for him to 

deceive us. 

The particular sin that disturbs me today is that of gambling. One who gambles plays games 

of chance for money or other valuable possessions. He willingly risks losing those possessions 

that God has graciously given him to be used to His glory. He squanders recklessly possessions 

which really do not belong to him at all but to God. 

Gambling takes on many different forms. Betting on dog and horse races, betting on major 

sport events, betting on cards, bingo, betting in the casinos in Las Vegas, Nevada; and Atlantic 

City, New Jersey; flipping pennies, raffles, lotteries, sweepstakes, slot machines, to name a few. 

The gambling craze is sweeping over our country. According to a recent feature article in the 

U.S. News and World Report (May 30, 1983) “Never before have so many people used so many 

ways to bet”. One authority on the subject of gambling estimates “... the total volume of bets . . . 

at about one third of the gross national product. That would represent more than one trillion 

dollars annually— nearly $4,500 for every man, woman, and child.” We are bombarded on every 

hand by the prospect of the get-rich-quick philosophy of the world. The appeal to gain much by 

contributing little is pressed upon us. 

Las Vegas and Atlantic City, two of the gambling capitals in our country, are miles away and 

probably pose little serious threat to your spiritual wellbeing. The temptation to spend a week in 

either place is, no doubt, remote and far from your mind. But, young people, many of you make 

automobile trips to California and the highway you take goes right through Las Vegas, only a 

block or two from “Sunset Strip”. Were you able to resist the temptation to turn aside and see 

how the so-called “other half” lives? Or did you turn off to take in Caesar’s Palace, Circus 

Circus, Star Dust or one of the other ninety casinos? And then, just for fun, did you try a slot 

machine or two or three or more? And then—then what? Since no one was there to hold you 

back what more did you do? And those of you perhaps planning a trip to California, are you 

spiritual enough to “resist the devil” (James 2:7) and refrain from such an excursion? 

Although the gambling casinos are far away, other gambling opportunities are very close at 



hand for most of you. Nineteen of our fifty states promote lotteries. Those of you who live in 

Michigan, Illinois, Colorado and New Jersey are able to buy lottery tickets at many stores. You 

don’t even have to ask, they ask you, “Would you like to buy a lottery ticket today?”  On the 

daily newscast they repeatedly announce the winner of the daily card game and winning lottery 

ticket number. It’s so easy to spend a buck or two and who will ever find out. And just maybe 

you’ll buy a winning ticket. Yet, lotteries are gambling. They are a game of chance. You do have 

to spend money that really isn’t yours to waste. And according to the U.S. News article, lottery 

tickets have “legal gambling’s worst odds”, If winning could possibly make the buying of a 

lottery ticket right (and don’t fool yourself, it doesn’t) your chances of winning are 

infinitesimally small. 

Not only are lotteries a close-to-home temptation but so are the many sweepstakes 

opportunities that come to our homes through the mail and through magazines. I suspect that 

more than half the people in our country have received the Readers Digest Sweepstakes with its 

tantalizing bait of $250,000 grand prize or so much per year for life. Those of you who watch 

television have, no doubt, seen the advertisements promoting certain sweepstakes. How they try 

to encourage you to fill in your name and address and send it in. You might become an instant 

winner. Although one does not squander money or other valuable possessions to enter a 

sweepstakes, the fact remains that it is a game of chance and the motive for entering is crass 

covetousness. It’s the same get-rich-quick sham. And is it possible that there might be just a little 

bit of discontent with one’s present standard of living? Are we not telling God, when we submit 

to the temptation to send in our sweepstake tickets, that we are just a little dissatisfied with His 

way for our life? 

Then there is betting, making wagers. How often do we flippantly say, “you betcha” or “I’ll 

bet you this or that”? How frequently do you actually make so called innocent little bets just for 

fun? How often have you justified these little excursions into the world of gambling with the 

lame excuse that “everyone does it’’? Do you crave excitement and eagerly look forward to 

betting on cards, each laying down a five dollar bill on the draw of a card—high card wins? 

Small beginnings grow into addicting habits. At the beginning the web of sin is light and airy to 

the touch and the strands may be as easily broken as a spider’s web, but as the sin develops the 

light thin strands turn into tough and heavy cords of steel from which escape becomes well nigh 

impossible. Young people, let me caution you about taking a casual attitude toward betting. 

Big time gambling, lotteries, sweepstakes and betting all are fueled by the sin of 

coveteousness. One who participates in these worldly activities violates the tenth commandment. 

However innocent these activities may appear, be careful that you are not led into temptation. 

The wicked have convinced themselves that there is nothing wrong with having fun at the 

gaming table; beware that they would like nothing better than to convince you of that also. 

Furthermore, one who squanders the precious goods that God gives to him to use, violates 

the stewardship that God has given him. Such an one is much worse even than the servant who 

hid his master’s precious talent in the soil until his master returned. 

Finally, gambling, in all of its many forms, is often referred to by the world as a game of 

chance or luck. They talk about lucky winners and unlucky losers. Such expressions are devilish 

and dishonoring to God. They deny, in the use of these expressions, the very providence of God 

to control and direct all things. God is nowhere in their thoughts. To consider that God might 

possibly control the rolling dice, the spinning of the slot machine, the fall of the cards is 

ridiculous to the extreme in their thinking. Ultimately, of course, they even deny the sovereignty 

of God. Young people, really (and you know this also) there is no such thing as chance or luck. 



Do you dare participate in so called games of chance and see what kind of reaction your God, 

who is a jealous God, will have toward you? 

The gambling craze will continue to grow until the world’s cup of iniquity is filled. Let’s not 

add even a small drop to the bitter dregs that that terrible cup contains. For, if we do, God will 

not account us guiltless in that great and terrible day of judgment. 

Be on your guard over against all forms of gambling. They are all repulsive in the eyes of the 

Lord. “Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 

ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.’’ Romans 12:2 
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