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A. Saul’s faithlessness. 

 1. The circumstances; 

 a. What does chapter 13:1 mean? Is there a contradiction here? How does a passage 

like John 10:35 determine our answer to these questions? 

  b. Compare the military situation of the Philistines at this time with that of the 

Israelites (13:5-7, 15, 19-22). Why is this mentioned in such detail (I Chron. 29:11, Ps. 

44:5-8)? 

  c. What is the connection between Jonathan’s victory over the Philistine garrison in 

13:3 and the rest of this story? 

 2. Saul’s sacrifice: 

 a. Read chapter 10:8 and explain why Saul called the people together to Gilgal before 

the battle. 

  b. Why did Saul have to wait for Samuel to come before making a sacrifice (Num. 

3:10, 16:40)? 

  c. Why did Saul not wait for Samuel (vss. 6-8)? Was this a great sin? 

 d. Read verses 8-11 and explain whether or not Samuel came during the appointed 7 

days. 

 3. Saul’s punishment: 

 a. What does Samuel mean in verse 13 when he says that the Lord would have 

established Saul’s kingdom forever? Had not the Lord rejected Saul from eternity? Cf. 

Canons III, IV, 8 and Ezek. 33:11-19. 

  b. Was Saul’s punishment just? Compare his punishment with that of Uzziah in II 

Chron. 26:21. Why did not God take the kingdom away from Uzziah as He took it 

from Saul (Ps. 11:5, Ps. 89:30-37)? 

 4. The significance of these events: 

 a. Why did Samuel wait so long to come to Saul especially when Saul was in such 

desperate circumstances (Jer. 17:9, 10, Ps. 11:4)? 

  b. What really was Saul’s sin (Ps. 21:7, Jer. 17:5)? Which commandment did Saul 

break (Heid. Cat., Lord’s Day XXXIV)? 

  c. What did Saul’s sin reveal about his attitude toward God (Ps. 50:16, 

    17, Is. 29:13)? 

 d. What should Saul have done when Samuel confronted him with his sin (Ez. 33:14-

16, 18:27, 28)? 

 e. Do we ever commit this sin which Saul committed? Why are not we punished so 

severely as he was? 

 f. Do you think that verse 14 can be taken as implying the doctrine of reprobation since 

we read there that the Lord had sought a man after His own heart? 

 g. Read Canons I, 5, 6, 18; III, IV, 9. Does a reprobate man ever go to hell simply   

because he is reprobate? 

B. Deliverance through the faith of Jonathan. 

 1. The situation: 

  a. Why did Samuel leave Saul after informing him of the Lord’s judgment (Prov. 1:24-



31)? What was Saul’s situation after Samuel left him? 

 b. Jonathan is mentioned for the first time in 13:2, 3. Who was Jonathan (I Chron. 8:33, 

34)? 

 2. The faith of Jonathan: 

 a. Why did not Jonathan tell his father what he was going to do? Why is this mentioned 

along with the fact that Saul “tarried in Gibeah’’ in verse 1 and 2 of chapter 14? 

 b. What was Jonathan’s attitude toward the Philistines as revealed in his calling them 

“uncircumcised’’ (Ps. 139:21, 22)? Compare Jonathan’s attitude toward the Philistine’s 

with Saul’s as revealed in verse 24. 

  c. What plan did Jonathan make and what was the purpose of this plan? Did not 

Jonathan believe in God’s power to deliver His people? 

 d. What is the relationship between Jonathan’s faith and the victory that day (Heb. 

11:33, 34, I Jn. 5:4, 5)? 

 e. How do verse 15 and 20 show that this victory did not come because of Jonathan’s 

faith? Cf. Canons I, 7, 8; III, IV, 16, 17. 

 3. The victory: 

 a. When Saul first heard of the results of Jonathan’s battle why did he tell the priest to 

bring the ark and then to take it away again (“withdraw thine hand’’)? 

 b. What oath did Saul make to insure this victory? Was this a proper oath (Heid. Cat., 

Lord’s Days XXXVI, XXXVII)? What were the evil results of this oath with respect to 

Jonathan, to the people, and to the battle? 

 c. Should Saul have killed Jonathan for breaking this oath (Num. 30:2)? If not, what 

should he have done (Lev. 5:4-6)? 

 d. Why did God give Israel this victory in spite of Saul’s and the people’s continued   

refusal to walk in the way of repentance? 

  e. How does this victory foreshadow the great victory of our Lord Jesus Christ? 
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