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Time to get up out of bed. Time to go to school. Time to leave for Church. Time for Young 

People’s Society. Dinnertime, bedtime, and time to begin yet another day. Never enough time! 

Springtime, summertime, and wintertime, and so “time flies.” Perhaps it is true that as we grow 

older we become more aware of the swift, relentless passing of time, and yet even as young 

people we cannot help but feel the force of the words which we sing from Psalm 90, that “Time, 

like an ever-rolling stream, bears all its sons away” (Psalter #247, stanza 5). 

As sons of time, all our life is ruled and limited by time as by a mighty Lord and Master. Yet 

it is not easy for us to understand or explain what time is and what place it holds in our lives. We 

feel as Augustine did when he wrote his Confessions: “For what is time? Who can easily and 

briefly explain it? Who even in thought can comprehend it, even to the pronouncing of words 

concerning it? But what in speaking do we refer to more familiarly or knowingly than time? . . . 

What, then, is time? If no one asks of me, I know; if 1 wish to explain to him who asks, I know 

not.” (Book XI, chapter xiv, paragraph 17). Thus, with Augustine, we must go to Him Who is the 

Beginning of all things, and to His Word, in order to be taught by Him concerning the nature and 

purpose of time and concerning our calling as creatures of time. Not all our questions will be 

answered, but He will teach us in His Word all that is necessary for our salvation and comfort. 

The very first thing that God’s Word teaches us is that time is one of God’s creatures. The 

first words of Scripture are, “In the beginning . . . .” Before God began the work of creation there 

were no evenings or mornings, no beginnings or endings, but only the eternal God Himself. Time 

itself began with the first creative act of the Almighty. Literally we read in Hebrews 11:3: 

“Through faith we understand that the ages were framed by the Word of God” (cf. also Heb. 

1:2). 

As Creator of time, God is also the sovereign Ruler of time. He is called in I Timothy 1:17, 

“the King of the ages” (KJV has “King eternal”). We confess this when we say with David, “My 

times are in Thy hand” (Ps. 31:15), for they are all governed, controlled and sent by Him. 

This means, too, that God Himself is above time. He is eternal. With God we cannot speak of 

beginning and end, or of past and future. He does not and cannot say as we do, “I will be,” or “I 

was.” Always He is Jehovah, the “I am.” It was as the eternal and only begotten Son that Jesus 

could say to the unbelieving Jews, “Before Abraham was, I am” (Jn. 8:58). With us only the 

fleeting moment of the present is before us, but with God, past, present and future are all 

everlastingly present. He knows the end from the beginning and from ancient times the things 

that are not yet done (Is. 46:10). There is no difference to Him between a thousand years and one 

short day (II Pet. 3:8). 

All that is not easy for us to understand. Augustine says concerning the children of men: 

“They even endeavor to comprehend things eternal; but as yet their heart flieth about in the past 

and future motions of things, and is still wavering. Who shall hold and fix it, that it may rest a 

little, and by degrees catch the glory of that ever- standing eternity, and compare it with the times 

which never stand, and see that it is incomparable . . . ? Who will hold the heart of man that it 

may stand still, and see how the still standing Eternity, Itself neither future nor past, uttereth the 

times future and past?” (XI, xi, 13). Nevertheless, we must begin to understand, for we can count 

our days and know our end only in relation to the everlasting God. It is only when we learn to 

confess that all our times are in the hands of Him who is from everlasting to everlasting that we 



find comfort and hope while our days flee away. 

The second thing that Scripture teaches us is that God rules time according to His eternal 

counsel. All times are “appointed times’’ determined before by God (Acts 17:26). Our Lord 

Jesus spoke again and again of His “time,” and even as there was a God-appointed time for His 

ministry and work of reconciliation (Gal. 4:4, Matt. 26:18), so “to everything there is a season, 

and a time for every purpose under heaven” (Eccl. 3:1). 

Each of these “times” is sent to us by God as an opportunity to think and act, to work and 

live our life. Solomon speaks of these “opportunities” in Ecclesiastes 3:2-11. For us as young 

people there are times for work and for play, opportunities for fellowship, for dating, for the 

study of God’s Word and for prayer, for witnessing of the Truth to others, and for helping one 

another in the love of Christ. There are times of joy and sorrow, of solitude and of family 

happiness, of health and sickness. 

But what we must remember is that all these opportunities are sent by God and are to be 

used, every one of them, as opportunities to honor and glorify Him. He is the One Who gives us 

every moment and also in this respect our times are not our own to use as we please, but belong 

to our Creator. That is why Solomon concludes the book of Ecclesiastes with an admonition to 

young people to remember their Creator (12:1). 

It is only by God’s great grace that we can do this. Sin has spoiled and corrupted our 

relationship to time so that apart from the wonderful works of God’s grace in our hearts we use 

all our time apart from Him and in rebellion against His will. In the beginning time was man’s 

servant. Through the passing of time he received every moment and every day as an opportunity 

to live as God’s covenant friend and to enjoy the blessedness of the high position that God has 

given him. As long as he was obedient those times would continue for him as seasons of 

blessing. 

When man fell time become his master. Even as we, without grace, now use time only for 

sin, so through time the punishment of sin becomes ours. Through the passing of time, death 

gains its dominion over us and brings us finally to hell. The folly of the wicked is exactly that 

they live as though their houses shall continue forever, and their dwelling to all generations. So it 

is that they continue in their wicked ways, using every moment to serve themselves. And through 

their misuse of the “times" that God has given them, they come under His wrath and perish like 

the beasts. Time, which they can only misuse, drives them to the grave like sheep where death in 

all its horror feeds on them forever (Ps. 49:11-14). 

When Christ redeems us and delivers us from the power of death and hell, then He also 

restores to us a right relationship to time, so that time is no more our enemy but our friend. In 

Christ there are once again times of blessings, of refreshment, of hope and peace and joy for the 

people of God. In Christ there is once again the possibility that they use the passing moments of 

life to glorify God and to work out their salvation before Him. In Christ is the grace found to 

redeem the times and seasons of our life. He is the One who makes everything beautiful in its 

time for us (Eccl. 3:11) and through whom we look beyond the sufferings of this present time to 

“the time to come,” when all things shall be renewed and glorified in the new creation and when 

we shall reign with Christ in His Kingdom, world without end. 

(To be continued) 
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