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Protestant Reformed young people and friends: 

To speak on behalf of the Lord God is a privilege. 

It is a privilege for you. I am going to remind you, tonight, that this is your calling, your duty. 

You may not be quiet. You must speak out. But it is also a privilege—something that you are 

permitted to do, something that you are highly honored to do. Really, it is quite a rare thing, that 

people speak on behalf of the Lord God; for the most part, the world is noisy with all kinds of 

speaking that insults God; attacks God; and denies God. (And, remember, to ignore God in 

speech—to leave Him out—is to insult Him.) Only to a few, comparatively, does God give the 

honor, that you may glorify Him by speaking for Him. The honor is exactly this, that you speak 

on behalf of the great, glorious God—Creator and Upholder of this marvelous universe, and the 

Savior-God in Jesus Christ. 

It is a privilege for me to speak. I feel this keenly, tonight. It is my privilege, not only to 

speak on behalf of the Lord God, but also to speak of Him to you—a sizeable group of Protestant 

Reformed young people. You are a select group of young people. You know the Reformed faith 

and life, as purely and soundly held in the Protestant Reformed Churches. You have the 

responsibility to maintain this faith and life in the future. You must continue and carry on our 

cause, our great cause, which is not ours, but the cause of God and truth. Now, I may urge you to 

exercise your privilege and duty; and this is a privilege. 

This is what I intend to do; I have a practical purpose. I want to lay on your souls, that God 

has saved you, so that you will speak. I want to point out to you, what you must speak, and how. 

And I want to stir you up, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to do this—to speak! to speak more 

than many of you, I fear, are accustomed to speak. 

 

Why You Speak 

Speaking is the purpose of our salvation. This is why you must speak. God has saved you, in 

order that you speak. The Third Commandment of God’s Law shows this clearly: “Thou shalt 

not take the Name of the Lord Thy God in vain.” Our Heidelberg Catechism explains the 

commandment this way: “that we use the Holy Name of God no otherwise than with fear and 

reverence, so that He may be rightly confessed and worshipped by us” (L.D. 36). We do this, of 

course, that is, use God’s Name with fear and reverence, by speaking. The very first petition of 

the Lord’s Prayer points out the same thing: “Hallowed be Thy Name.” The first thing that a 

Christian is concerned about is the hallowing of God’s Name; and we do this, in large part, by 

speaking. 

One of the strongest passages in the Bible that teach that we are saved to speak is Joel 2:28, 

the great prophecy in the Old Testament of the pouring out of the Spirit on Pentecost: 

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your 

sons and your daughters shall prophesy. . . When God pours out His Spirit, He saves us. The 

purpose of God must be done by the young people, as well as by the grown-up members of the 

church: “your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.” This brings out that it is God’s purpose 

that you young people speak. It is not the Divine purpose only, that ministers speak. God does 

not will only, that your parents speak. But it is His purpose also, that you young people speak. 

Every one who receives the Spirit shall prophesy. This comes out in the Convention-text, as well. 



I Peter 3:15 requires every member of the church, not only ministers or adults, to be “ready 

always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 

meekness and fear.” Yes, you must speak! 

But for this, you must be saved. You speak, because you are saved. 

One who has not been saved does not speak on behalf of the Lord God; does not want to do 

so; and cannot do so. He is tongue-tied; he has an impediment in his speech. The impediment is 

sin; his tongue is tied by his hatred of God. He speaks, all right, but never to praise God; rather, 

the sinner blasphemes God. 

To speak in praise of God, you must be saved in the sense that you are regenerated by the 

Holy Spirit of God— born again, on the basis of the redemption of the cross and according to 

God’s eternal election of you. This puts the life of heaven in your heart; you can’t speak the 

language of heaven, you can’t praise the God of heaven, unless heaven’s life is in your heart. The 

ruling power of sin is broken in your life: thus, is your tongue loosed and the impediment in your 

speech removed. The dumb now speaks. This gives you something to talk about: God’s 

wonderful works of salvation from sin, death, and hell, which you have experienced. 

To speak, you must be saved in the sense that you are continually being sanctified by the 

Holy Spirit—made holy. Unless there is a work of grace going on always in your heart that 

sanctifies you, you cannot be sanctifying the Lord God always in your heart; and, as the 

Convention text makes perfectly plain, unless you are always sanctifying the Lord God in your 

heart, you are not ready to give an answer to people, you are not prepared to speak on behalf of 

God. God must be saving you daily! He must be working in your heart so that you think of Him 

with love and reverence, and are devoting your life to Him. And He does work so! He works in 

such a way that you yourself are active in this sanctification: “Sanctify the Lord God in your 

hearts!” Is it not the reason why we speak of God so little and so feebly, that we are not ready, 

spiritually ready, to speak? Often, the reason for our silence is not that it is not the place and time 

for speaking, as we like to say in excuse of ourselves, but that we are not prepared to speak. And 

is it not the case, that we are unprepared, because we are not sanctifying the Lord God in our 

hearts, always? Our thoughts are not thoughts of the greatness of the Lord God; Our desires are 

not the desires of the glory of God; our affections are not affections upon the perfections and 

riches of God. Men cannot say of us, as they have said of Calvin: “that God-intoxicated man.” 

To speak, you must be saved in the sense that you are set apart from the unbelieving people 

of the world and from the wickedness of the world, as a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven. This 

is a “sojourner.” The theme of the Convention is “The Youthful Sojourner Saved.” A sojourner 

is a person who is not a citizen of the land where he is presently living, but of another land. 

Therefore, he does not belong to the land where he is living at present; he is passing through it, 

on his way to his homeland. He is a pilgrim. To the land where he is found at present, and to its 

citizens, he is a stranger. This is how I Peter identifies you. Chapter 1, verse 1 addresses “the 

strangers” scattered throughout various lands. Verse 17 of chapter 1 calls your life on earth, “the 

time of your sojourning.” In 2:11, you are named, “strangers and pilgrims.” Therefore, the ones 

who must give an answer, those called to speak, are “sojourners.” 

Now there is an important relationship between being a sojourner and speaking on behalf of 

the Lord God. The life of a sojourner gives you the opportunity to speak, to the wicked around 

you. A sojourner is different! He is odd and funny! A foreigner talks differently; dresses 

differently; eats differently; has different customs; lives differently. God’s people on earth live 

differently, not physically, but spiritually. They have a different standard—God’s Law; they 

have different values—God’s favor upon them; they have different goals—God’s glory and their 



own eternal life in heaven. When you live so, the world asks you, why you are different; and you 

have the opportunity to speak on behalf of the God Who really makes all the difference. 

I trust that all of you have read John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress. (If you have not, 

permit me to recommend it to you.) Those who have read it will recall that at one point in his 

pilgrimage, Christian, the pilgrim of the allegory, accompanied by his friend, Faithful, must pass 

through the town of Vanity and its never-ending fair, Vanity Fair. There were sold, and enjoyed, 

all the pleasures and treasures of the world. Naturally, the place was packed. The passing through 

of Christian and Faithful created an uproar among the people of the fair and of the town, writes 

Bunyan: ...and that for several reasons: for, first, the Pilgrims were clothed with such kind of 

raiment as was diverse from the raiment of any that traded in that fair. The people therefore of 

the fair made a great gazing upon them: some said they were fools, some, they were bedlams 

(insane—D.E.), and some they are outlandish men (foreigners—D.E.). Secondly, and as they 

wondered at their apparel, so they did likewise at their speech; for few could understand what 

they said; they naturally spoke the language of Canaan, but they that kept the fair were the men 

of this world; so that from one end of the fair to the other they seemed barbarians each to the 

other.  Thirdly, but that which did not a little amuse the merchandisers was that these pilgrims set 

very light by all their wares; they cared not so much as to look upon them; and if they called 

upon them to buy, they would put their fingers in their ears and cry, “Turn away mine eyes from 

beholding vanity,” and look upwards, signifying that their trade and traffic was in heaven. 

The outcome was that both were persecuted and Faithful was martyred. But both Christian 

and Faithful had the opportunity to speak in confession of Christ, and seized the opportunity, 

with the result that some of Vanity Fair were converted. 

The different life of a sojourner gives us the opportunity to speak. On the other hand, if we 

live just like the world, the world is neither going to ridicule, nor ask us the reason for, our 

peculiar behavior. In fact, if we do not live as sojourners, we cannot speak. If our god is pleasure, 

money, or fame; if we swear and talk filthy; if we get drunk (whether on beer or drugs makes no 

difference); if we amuse ourselves with the ungodliness on television, at the movies, or on 

records and tapes; if we fornicate, just like the world—how can we speak of the true and living 

God? how can we speak of the pleasures of eternal life? how can we say anything of our hope of 

a future life? And if we do still try to speak, the world, of course, will either pay us no heed, or, 

as is more likely, will mock our God, our church, our religion, and our confession— and 

understandably so. Only a sojourner can speak, one living the Christian life of separation from 

the world and of seeking the coming kingdom of God. 

So, talk here is not cheap. For us to speak cost God His Son and costs us the effort, 

discipline, and sacrifice of the Christian life. 

My first question to you, therefore, is not, “Are you speaking?” but rather, “Are you living 

the life of a sojourner?” 

I may have confidence that you are living this life, because you are children of the covenant. 

Why should I regard you as pilgrims and strangers, young as you are? Why should the 

Convention-theme dare to call you ‘‘youthful sojourners”? Well, for a good reason: God’s 

covenant with believers and their children, the sign of which is Baptism. You have been baptiz-

ed. In grace, God has included you in His church and covenant; has redeemed you by His Son’s 

death; and has promised you the Holy Spirit of regeneration and sanctification and separation 

from the world. Therefore, you have the privilege, the duty, and the ability to speak. 

But what will you speak? 

 



What You Speak 

First, I remind you what you will not speak. 

You will not speak lies about God— that He did not create the world; that He did not become 

incarnate in Jesus the Christ, the eternal Son; that He can be frustrated by men in His effort to 

save them; that He is a God Who approves and tolerates wickedness, for example, rebellion 

against authority; drunkenness; and adultery. This is important as regards church membership, 

for you speak personally whatever the church that you belong to says about God. If the preacher 

whom you support lies about God, yon are responsible. If the church adopts a lying confession, 

you are responsible. 

You will not speak swearing. This includes the swearing of your companions, for by silence 

or connivance you become partakers of this horrible sin in others (Heidelberg Catechism, L.D. 

36). 

You will not speak disrespectfully to or about your parents and superiors. 

You will not speak abusively to your neighbor. In Matthew 5:22, Jesus warns against calling 

your brother, “Raca,” that is, insulting him, or putting him down— calling him, “Stupid,” or 

“Airhead.” Even more sharply, He warns against calling him, “fool,” that is, questioning his 

spirituality and salvation. Abusive speech is the breaking of the Sixth Commandment. 

You will not speak filthy talk—talk that is sexually suggestive and unclean. Filthy talk and 

the four-letter words are forbidden by the Seventh Commandment, as the Heidelberg Catechism 

explains: “...he (God) forbids all unchaste... words...” (L.D. 41). The apostle of Christ 

admonishes you, in Ephesians 5:3, 4: “But fornication, and all uncleanness...let it not be once 

named among you, as becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which 

are not convenient...” 

You will not speak back-biting, slander, and gossip—various forms of the all-too-common-

sin of speaking evilly about each other. Such speech disobeys the Ninth Commandment; and the 

Heidelberg Catechism calls this “the proper work of the Devil” (L.D. 43). 

But what will you speak? 

You will speak the Truth, which is God, as He is revealed in His Son, Jesus, 

in the Holy Scriptures. Jesus said, “I am...the truth" (John 14:6). You must speak of God; you 

must speak of Jesus Christ; you must speak the Word of God—the Bible and all its teachings. 

You do this as Protestants, not Roman Catholics, and, so, you speak of a God of grace Who 

justifies the ungodly through faith alone; of a Christ Who is the only Savior and Mediator; and of 

a Bible that is the only rule of faith and life for church and Christian. You do this as Reformed 

Protestants, and, so, you speak of a covenant God; of a God of sovereign grace, in double 

predestination, limited atonement, irresistible grace towards totally depraved sinners, and 

perseverance of saints; and of a Christ Who does not merely try to save men, but Who saves His 

people from their sins. You do this as Protestant Reformed young people, and, so, you speak of a 

God of particular grace and of an unconditional covenant and of a Christ and salvation that are 

not offered, well-meaningly, to all men, but that are sovereignly given to the elect, in free grace. 

You speak this Truth in such a way that you defend it, against attacks made upon it. This is 

the "answer" of the Convention text: "be ready always to give an answer.” Literally, it is 

‘apology’: “be ready always to give an apology." But “apology”, here, is not an embarrassed 

excuse for some error. Rather, it is a well-reasoned, well-argued, powerful, convincing defense 

of the Truth. When a fool says that there is no God, you defend the living God. When the friend 

of freewill challenges the doctrine of free grace, you defend gracious salvation. When those who 

carry the name, “Reformed,” but who fall away from the Reformed faith, teach that God loves 



all, desires to save all, sent Christ to die for all, and offers salvation to all in the gospel, you 

defend the “five points of Calvinism,” that is, the doctrine set forth in the Reformed creed, the 

Canons of Dordt. 

Give your apology! 

As you do, be careful to do it with meekness and fear. Do not spoil your defense of the 

Truth—what you say, by a bad manner—how you say it, as, alas, is often done: pride! 

haughtiness! bitterness! mere intellectual jousting! Self-vindication! interest in winning the argu-

ment! The winning defense of the Truth is that which employs the proper manner: reverence 

towards God and meekness towards men. 

You must, and may, speak the Truth, but, always, the Truth as your hope. The Truth is hope 

for otherwise hopeless sinners—the only hope. The Truth is your hope. Because God is God for 

you, you have hope. Because Jesus Christ is crucified and risen for you, you have hope. Because 

you are saved by grace, you have hope. And what hope! To be with Christ at death! The 

resurrection of your body unto everlasting life and glory at Christ’s coming! God’s perfect care 

over you, and protection of you, body and soul, in all your earthly life! 

Now when you speak to others, you must speak of the Truth as your own personal hope. In 

fact, this is what others will notice in your life and will ask you about: the hope that is in you. 

They have no hope. How horrible! Think of it: no hope! No hope for life; no hope for death; no 

hope for eternity! This is not only true of unbelievers, but also of those who do not know the 

truth of salvation by free, sovereign grace, as embraced by the Reformed faith. However much 

they speak of Jesus and salvation, these, too, are very much uncertain about their own future 

salvation; and uncertainty of salvation is not hope. Men are afraid, worried, hopeless! Young 

people, too, are hopeless. The drug culture is not so much a testimony to pleasure-seeking, as it 

is a monument to despair. It is a drawn-out form of suicide, which is rampant among the youth. 

In the Truth, you have hope; speak of it. 

Then, you certainly will speak the Truth as the reality of your homeland, heaven, as the 

reality of the other life than this earthly life. This is what sojourners love to do. They are forever 

talking about their country, about its King, about life there, about its glories and delights and 

riches. There is something wrong with us if we never talk about the Kingdom of Heaven, but are 

always talking about the Kingdom of Earth. 

In order to speak the Truth, you must know the Truth; and in order to know the Truth, you 

must have learned it. 

There are young people going out on mission-work today who are themselves ignorant of the 

Truth that they are supposed to be preaching. The blind are leading the blind; and everybody is 

falling into the ditch. 

You must have learned the Truth and still be learning It. This is what catechism is for. 

Catechizing the children and young people is simply a vital work of our churches, as it has 

always been in Reformed and Presbyterian churches. Do you appreciate catechism? It will soon 

start up again. Will you avail yourself of it? Will you attend every class? Will you give yourself, 

whole-heartedly, in the Holy Spirit, to learn the Truth? 

Learning the Word of God is the reason why all of you must be readers and students of the 

Word—of the Bible itself, first of all, but also of good books, for example, Calvin’s Institutes 

(which is not for theologians, but for believers) and Hoeksema’s commentary on the Heidelberg 

Catechism, and magazines, for example, Beacon Lights and The Standard Bearer. Young 

People’s Society is a good opportunity to learn the teachings of the Bible. 

You cannot speak the Truth, if you do not know It. Be ready, prepare yourself, by learning 



the Truth. 

But then speak It. Speak It whenever and wherever you should. 

 

When and Where You Speak 

You ought not always be speaking. People who are always speaking, even though they are 

speaking about Christ or are saying, “Praise the Lord,” are a pain in the neck, not effective 

witnesses. Peter does not say in the Convention text, “be always giving an answer,” but, “be 

ready always to give an answer.” Nevertheless, young people should speak; and it is a real 

danger that you never find the time or place to speak out in behalf of God. 

You are to speak to God, for praise and worship. You do this in prayer and singing, both in 

the services of public worship at church and in your private devotions. To your speaking to God 

belongs public confession of faith. When you make confession of your faith, you do not only 

speak to the church and to the world and to the Devil, but you also speak to God. You confess 

Him, in His Son, His grace and glory, to Him. This is why God gave you a mouth; and this is 

why He loosed your tongue from sin by the blood and Spirit of Christ. It is urgent, therefore, that 

you do this, so soon as you are ready. You have been created and saved, in order to make 

confession of the Truth with the mouth. 

You are to speak to each other, in the church, for building each other up. At catechism and 

Young People’s Society, there should be discussion, questions from the young people, and 

answers to the questions raised by the minister. Too many of you are silent. The cause is not that 

all of you are so shy. During recess or immediately after catechism, many of you can talk freely 

about boys, girls, cars, jobs, ball-games, and what not. I do not criticize your talking about boys, 

girls, cars, jobs, ball-games, and what not. But why are you dumb when it comes to speaking 

about God and your hope? Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts; and be ready to talk in 

catechism and Young People’s Society. 

You should speak to each other in personal conversations to help each other with particular 

problems. Warn the disobedient and straying. Encourage the weak, the discouraged, the lonely. 

Talk to each other about our hope. There is not enough of this, not among the adults either. 

What about your speaking in witness to those outside of the church—the unbelieving, the 

wicked, the lost? Is this your calling? Is this your calling as young people? 

It certainly is. In fact, these are the people whom the Convention text has in mind, when it 

tells you to be ready to give your apology to men who ask the reason of the hope that is in you. 

The next verse describes these people as those who speak evil of you and falsely accuse your 

good conversation (behavior) in Christ. You are not missionaries; God does not send you out on 

mission work; you are not called to go from door to door. But you are saved sojourners in the 

world; and you must be ready to speak of your hope to anyone and everyone who gives you the 

opportunity to do so. This may happen at work; this may happen at college; this may happen in 

the neighborhood. We are seeing this done by young people of the Evangelical Reformed Church 

of Singapore, young people not very much older than yourselves and often without your 

advantages of a Christian home and Christian schools. There is much fruit in the growth of the 

congregation. This is not always the result of speaking to the unbelieving. He may come with 

you to church and be gained to Christ. But he may as well ridicule you, and your hope, and 

persecute you. Then you suffer for Christ’s sake; and this is also necessary. 

Whatever the result, never may you be silent, because of embarrassment, or fear. This is 

being ashamed of Christ; ashamed of the Truth; ashamed of God. Never mind what others will 

say, or think; let them laugh. What matters is what God says, and thinks. This is what God says, 



and thinks: Whoever is ashamed of My Christ now, Christ will be ashamed of in the Judgment; 

and whoever confesses My Christ now—speaks out for My Christ, Christ will confess before Me 

in the Judgment. 
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