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Servants are the only kind of persons in the Church of Jesus Christ. Whether it be an old saint 

with white hair, a mother with three children, a little child, a teenage girl; it makes no difference; 

they are all servants. Your name is Servant, Slave of Jesus Christ. When Christ saved you, you 

became His servant. Not only is it true that others in the Church are to serve you, but you are the 

servant to all the Church. Your master is Jesus, the living God. Your only purpose for life and 

breath is to serve. 

Our duty to serve one another in love must dominate our life. One of the evidences of our 

salvation is the desire to serve God and the brother or sister in the Church. We have been saved 

for the purpose of serving. What is more, serving in the Church of Jesus Christ is a great 

blessing. Christ said “It is more blessed to give than to receive,’’ Acts 20:35. It is in giving that 

we receive; it is in serving that we are blessed; it is in being last that we are first. In the service of 

Christ we receive Christ unto ourselves. 

 

A Calling 

We have a calling to serve. It is not merely something which is nice, but a calling from Jesus 

Christ. As youthful sojourners, we have been put on a path which we must walk to glory. As we 

walk we are to speak! As we travel we will suffer. And as we journey on the appointed way of 

salvation we are called to serve. That is what you must do in your life as you confess yourself to 

be a pilgrim and a stranger. . .serve! 

To serve is to have an unselfish regard for others, to be devoted to the welfare of others. 

Christ commands us, “Serve me! Have no regard for anything but me; be entirely devoted to me; 

seek the glory of my name! I have loved you out of your death, delivered you from the horror of 

hell and sin; now serve me by serving the brother and my cause in this world!’’ 

It is not hard to find this written upon the pages of the Bible. There were especially two 

instances in the ministry of Christ which we do well to note. The first is found in Matt. 20:25-28, 

where we read of the request of the mother of James and John that her sons be at the right and 

left hand of Jesus in Christ’s kingdom. When the other disciples heard it they were jealous, for 

they conceived of heaven in earthly, carnal terms in which the place of honor was one where you 

are served by others. It was Jesus who rebuked them with the words, “But it shall not be so 

among you: but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister (servant); and 

whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of man came not to 

be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.’’ The second example 

is found in John 13 when Jesus washed His disciples feet. How can we ever forget that? Jesus, as 

a picture of his humiliation on the cross for us, washed His disciples’ smelly feet and wiped them 

with a towel. “Know ye what I have done to you?” asked the Lord. “If I then, your Lord and 

Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet.” 

There are many more passages which expound the same thing. Rom. 15:1-3, Phil. 2:1-8. 

Remember the words of Gal. 5:13 “For brethren ye have been called unto liberty, only use not 

liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another” The Master calls us to serve. 

 

Principles of Service 

Two principles of service can be drawn from God’s Word. First, we have been saved to 

serve, that is, in order to serve. The purpose of our salvation and the purpose of the cross was 



that we would serve one another. That appears ironical! To be saved is to be freed, to be 

released, to be delivered. At the cross we were set loose from our dungeon of sin, let go from our 

pit of condemnation. But we were freed not to live unto ourselves, but freed to serve! We were 

released to become slaves of Christ and one another. Ultimately God’s purpose in our salvation 

is that His Church in heaven serve Him in eternal praise. 

Pause a moment to let that sink into your heart. It is not that perhaps a redeemed child of God 

serves; he does, he must. If you do not have the desire to serve God, obey Christ, and serve in 

love to one another, then you may question your own salvation. If there is only self-centeredness 

in you with no concern for your brothers and sisters in the Lord, then you are not walking in 

salvation itself. 

Let us also understand that we as Protestant Reformed believers who strongly believe that 

God sovereignly saves, ought also to believe and teach strongly service to Christ in all our lives. 

We can say all we want about God’s sovereignty in salvation, but our witness means nothing 

apart from a life of devotion to Christ. God sovereignly saves. God’s sovereign purpose in 

salvation is that we be devoted to Him and to the body of Christ. We are known for our belief in 

the Truth of God’s sovereignty in salvation. Are we known equally by our service, our obedience 

to Jesus and service to one another in love? 

The second principle is this: there is only one we are to serve, Christ. We have not many 

masters, only one, the Lord Jesus Who has redeemed us. Serve Christ only; He is your Master! 

He lays sole claim to you and He possesses you. You are responsible to Him. Whom do you 

serve? Sports? Cars? Pleasure? Lusts of sin? Yourself? What is first for you? Whom is your 

master? In the name of Jesus Christ serve not yourself or any idol of T.V., sports, pleasure, 

liquor, but Christ only! 

What is more, the seriousness of this is that in all our serving of one another we deal with 

Christ. Christ dwells in each of us. Christ is in the members of the Church, in the little child, in 

your girlfriend or boyfriend, in your parent. In all that you do to one another, you do it to Christ. 

“In as much as ye have done it unto one of these the least of my brethren, ye have done it unto 

me.” Matt. 25:40. If we are unwilling to serve one another in love, we are unwilling to serve 

Christ Himself. If we have difficulty putting ourselves last and the other person first, the reason 

is that we are not very good at serving Christ in the brother. We are not spiritually sensitive. If it 

is hard to serve parents with obedience, if it is hard to serve boyfriend or girlfriend with chastity, 

if it is hard to serve each other in humility and in charitable thoughts; then the problem is that we 

cannot see Christ in the brother. In all that we have done to one another, we have done it to 

Christ! Christ has freed you! As a youthful sojourner, He has placed fellow pilgrims to 

travel beside you. In them Christ walks with you. What have you done to them? What have you 

done to Christ? 

 

The Characteristics of a Servant 

Self-Denial. That is simply a servant. He minds not his own things, but the things of the 

master. He puts the master first and himself last. You cannot serve unless you deny yourself; in 

fact, you have never served another brother or sister in Christ unless you have given up yourself. 

Service comes with a cost. To serve God will cost you, perhaps a job or a former friend, but it 

will cost you. To serve in the kingdom of God is to give up your own desires and make the wants 

of the brother yours. Service is self-sacrifice. This is the love of God; He gave His Son, His 

beloved dear Son. This is the love of Christ, He gave Himself, He pleased not Himself. It is no 

different for us; service is self-denial. 



How hard that can be. Our first consideration is always ourselves, what is in this for me! We 

are afraid of getting involved, of getting our hands dirty, of feeling the pain of the brother. “It 

will take up my time, 1 will have to give something up” we say to ourselves. This is pride, 

vicious pride which keeps us from denying ourselves and humbly serving the brother. Pride 

which exalts ourselves above another. To be a servant of Christ let a man deny himself and 

become the servant to all his brethren. This is possible when by grace we walk humbly with our 

God. 

Love. “In love serve one another”. Self-denial is not enough. The Pharisee attempted to serve 

God out of rigid self-denial but a self-denial that did not flow from the love of God in the heart. 

Service of Christ is not done begrudgingly out of outward compulsion. It is to proceed out of 

devotion to the Master who purchased us with His blood. The motive we must have is not, “I 

have to” but, “it is my privilege to serve.” In love be sensitive, gentle and kind to one another. 

The feelings and the thoughts of your brethren are not made for you to trample on. Nor must you 

cut the brother down so that you feel bigger. Love the brother as you love yourself. Treat him or 

her, speak to them, as you want to be treated and spoken to. 

Concern for the glory of Christ and the eternal salvation of the brother. This too is a 

fundamental characteristic of a servant. A servant seeks to benefit the Master, to advance the 

Master. Our service must have as its motive the desire for the glory of Christ and the brother’s 

salvation. Christ is glorified in the Truth. The Truth is more important than ourselves, than fame 

or money. To be the servant of Christ is to know, love and defend the truth of the gospel 

entrusted to us. And not only that, but it is to be concerned that my brothers and sisters walk in 

the Truth and rejoice in it. This is the love of God; concern for the glory of Christ in the Truth 

and concern for the brother to be in the Truth. 

Without Remuneration. The service of God seeks no remuneration. If you serve God because 

you secretly feel He will be indebted to you, if you think that He owes you, or that your service 

makes Him obligated to you; then you are an unprofitable servant. How shall we make the 

Almighty to be indebted to us? Freely you have received, freely you are to serve. Seek no return, 

no pay, no remuneration. Your motive must be one of blessed duty and profound gratitude. 

 

Whom Do We Serve? 

God. 

Serve God by your own life of holiness. Don’t serve sex so that the only thing you can think 

and laugh about is uncleanness. The Master Fornication drags millions to hell today. Are you 

enslaved? Pray! Seek the cross in repentance of your sin. Your body and your soul are not yours, 

but they belong to Christ. Serve him with your body and your thoughts. Don’t serve liquor so 

that your life revolves around the bottle, so that the only way you can have fun is with a can of 

beer in your hand. There is a devil in the bottle who can enslave you in bondage. Serve Christ! 

Don’t serve money, the almighty dollar so that you are driven to have more and more and you 

find one day that your soul is empty and your heart dead when God comes to require them of 

you. Don’t serve the God of the world, pleasure. Don’t say, “I live for the weekend when I can 

give myself to pleasure.” Serve Christ! Have the power of Godliness in your life. 

Serve God in what you do with your life. Our life, our talents, our aspirations are all given to 

us of God. Wherever God leads us, whether it be a teacher, mother, computer programmer, 

farmer, or janitor; serve Christ. As men in your work let it be said of you that it is not the bonus 

which drives you, it is not the clock that you watch, but it is Christ who you serve in your work. 

As women serve God by marrying in the Lord and training your children in the name of Christ. 



Some desire to be teachers. May there be young men among us who desire the ministry of the 

gospel. But whatever your station in life, serve the Lord Christ. 

 

Serve the Church 

Today the church is taken for granted and criticized for the least little reason. Let it not be so 

among us! As pilgrims in this desert called the world we need the oasis of the church. Serve the 

church with youthful enthusiasm, in a living Bible society, by concern for the aged. The apostle 

Paul in II Cor. 13 says that he was willing to be spent for the church. Are you? 

 

Serve the Brother and Sister 

That always begins with the person closest to you. And that is always the hardest. It begins 

with my flesh and blood brother and sister, my parents. Begin right in your own home. If you 

cannot serve there, you cannot serve at all. Begin with the girl you date; with your boyfriend. 

Begin with the least of the brethren. You that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak. 

The shy, the one who stands on the outside, these are the ones who you are to serve. No cliques, 

no party spirit, but let there be service to all the brethren. ‘‘Let nothing be done out of strife or 

vainglory, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves” Phil 2;3. ‘‘If I 

your Lord and Master have washed your feet, ye ought also to wash one another’s feet”. John 

13:14 

Servant of Jesus Christ, in self-denial, in humility, in profound thanks to Christ, serve one 

another in love. 

 

The Possibility 

The possibility of serving one another is of grace. We have been saved by grace. Shall the 

gracious God be frustrated in His purpose that we serve Him? By grace we are empowered to 

serve. Mark well, those whom God saves He gives grace to serve Him. I do not say that we do 

this perfectly as we ought, we never do it without struggling against our flesh, but it does mean 

that by grace we are given this desire as youthful sojourners to serve one another in love. 

Christ, our master, is the fountainhead of all grace. In Christ is comfort, conviction of love, 

compassion and mercy. (See Phil 2:1-4) Do you know these things? Do you know the comfort, 

the love, the mercy of the master? Then as he has had mercy upon you, in gratitude live in 

service of the Master. 

Brethren, we have been saved by grace. When Christ saved us he made us sojourners, 

pilgrims who are to travel through this life unto glory. That is your confession, is it not? As you 

travel, speak! Speak of what God has done for your soul. As you travel be prepared to suffer for 

it is the only way to glory. And as you walk as sojourners, serve! Serve the Master and in love 

serve one another. ‘‘Go and do thou likewise!” 
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