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In this article, I would like to share with you the highlights of the discussion on stewardship, 

of which I took part. 

In introducing stewardship, Rev. Haak first brought to our attention the command of God in 

the eighth commandment that we must not steal. Here we are commanded to use those things 

given us by God to His glory lest we steal from Him and become slothful servants. 

Rev. Haak also mentioned the steward’s motive as one of gratitude and a sense of duty to use 

God’s gifts in His service. 

In closing, Rev. Haak suggested that we discuss the time, possessions, and talents God has 

given us as His stewards. 

In our discussion, one question that was raised was, “How do we prove to someone that 

everything is the Lord’s?” First, we decided that we would only find proof in the Scriptures and, 

if this is true, we must be proving it to one who believes that all of Scripture is the true and 

infallible Word of God. Else it is totally useless to argue. 

Two verses given to us in the outline on stewardship in the June-July issue of the Beacon 

Lights, were quoted as sound proof: Psalm 24:1, “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 

thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein’’ Deut. 32:6, “Do ye thus requite the Lord, 0 

foolish people and unwise? is not he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not made thee, and 

established thee?’’ These two verses clearly show that everything is the Lord’s even our very 

lives! That fact alone is reason enough for us to live our lives as good stewards of the time, 

talents, and possessions God has given us. 

In this connection, we must remember that, as young people, this time of living a good and 

pleasing life before God has already begun. We cannot say that we will start “after we have made 

public confession of our faith’’ or “after we get settled down and find a steady job.” We should 

be living one now, for no one knows when the Lord will require our souls of us. 

This brings us to the next question: “What is the use of trying when our future has already 

been determined by God?” We immediately realized that we could not rationalize in this manner, 

but, because of our free will, we must work for God and strive to do as He commands. However, 

we also realized that we must not take our free will to the other extreme, as some do. For, in 

giving ourselves complete freedom of will, we are putting ourselves in the place of God so that 

we control our own future. This is in direct contradiction to the Scriptures when it says that 

everything, including our lives, is under God’s control and belongs to Him. 

In this regard, it was also brought up that every man, both elect and reprobate, is responsible 

to God for all his sins. This is shown in Romans 14:12, “So then every one of us shall give 

account of Himself to God.” 

“As we discussed the use of talents to the best of our ability, the question was raised about 

those among us whose shyness hinders them in their attempt to use their talents as they are 

called. For an answer, we concluded that those who are shy must depend on the Lord for strength 

to properly use the talents given them. For the Lord would never ask us to do something we were 

not able to do. A good example of this is that of Moses, when God commanded him to go to 

Pharaoh and demanded the release of Israel. In response, Moses said he was not eloquent enough 

and was too slow of speech to do as God commanded him. But, the Lord said that He would be 

with Moses and would put words into his mouth. 

As stewards, we are also called to witness. To do this we must show that we are Christians by 



our walk in life. But, as was soon brought up, it is often very difficult to walk as we should. Too 

often we are quiet when someone around us swears. Instead, we should show that we are 

Christians by voicing our displeasure. Another example is when we don’t pray before we eat in a 

restaurant or during noon-break at work. All too often this is due to the presence of worldly 

friends who we are afraid to offend. But, in doing this we offend God! We cannot serve God and 

mammon! Although it is much easier and very tempting just to float along and not do anything 

extra to grow spiritually and do as we ought, we must work in the service of God. We must take 

advantage of the many things made available to us. We must not neglect things like society, 

catechism classes, and church. But, on the contrary, we should prepare diligently for them. If we 

do not do that, we are being like the unprofitable servant and will be cast out and will not receive 

the reward of eternal life. 
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