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A. Our God is a covenant God. Gen. 17:7; Acts 2:39 

 1. He has chosen His covenant people from eternity to be His children. Col. I: l4ff.; Eph. 

1:3-5. 

      2. He has redeemed His covenant people over 1950 years ago. Eph. 1:5-8. 

 3. He calls, justifies, and glorifies those whom He has chosen. Rom. 8:29-30; Phil. 1:6. 

B. This covenant of friendship and fellowship He determines and realizes in the line of 

continued generations. Gen. 17:7; Acts 2:39; Jer. 31:33. 

 1. Therefore, as children or youth, we belong to God’s family, with all the responsibilities 

and blessings of children. 

 2. Joshua is able to say confidently “as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.’’ 

Joshua 24:15. 

C. What then can we do to carry forth our covenant calling within the family? 

 1. First, we can do nothing of ourselves, in our own strength. As covenant youth, we too, are 

sinners. 

  a.  In sin we were conceived and born. Ps. 51:5. 

  b.  In our own strength and ways we are dead in sins and trespasses. Eph. 2:1. 

Certainly this is also true of us as covenant youth. 

 2. This implies the need for the mercies of Christ in order to at all serve God in the family. 

Ps. 13:5; Ps. 25:16-18. We too, of needs confess our sins daily and rest alone in the sovereign 

grace to serve. Jer. 31:18-19. 

D. Positively this means that by grace we of needs obtain knowledge if we are to serve God 

within our families. 

 1. The knowledge of God and His truth. Prov. 3:5, 6. 

 2. The knowledge of ourselves - our weakness, frailties, sin, and therefore our needs. Prov. 

3:5, 7. 

 3. Only then is there any hope of adding to the true Christian fellowship of the family. Prov. 

3:13-16. 

E. An important part of our serving God in our family fellowship and covenant life within the 

family is our learning from father and mother. This is true also of us who are older or 

maturing youth. Prov. 4:1-4, 10-11; Prov. 1:8, 9 

 1. Be content to learn - rather than to teach. And be assured of the rich blessings of God as 

you turn to father and mother for understanding. 

2. Practically this means, we are open with our parents and freely discuss matters, both of the 

family and of our own personal life with them, being ready to receive the instruction of our 

covenant parents. 

F. Secondly, it is needful to live a life of prayer. 

 1. The Psalms teach us again and again the need of God’s children to pray. 

 2. Pray for your needs, but also pray for the needs of your parents and siblings. 

 3. And above all pray for grace to glorify the Name of God. 

G. Thirdly, we need to worship together as a family, and in particular as covenant youth we 

must come under the proclaimed Word of Christ, readied to receive it. 

 1. Psalm 119:9 comes to mind. 

 2. “Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life.” John 6:68 - These 



words of Peter are also to be ours. 

 3. Speak in your families about the sermons you hear, and about how that Word is important 

to you and your family. In this we grow together in faith and grace. Eph. 2:20-22. 

H. Finally, may Eph. 4:14-21 be our guide in our life together in the home. 

 1. I suggest that in your discussions of this brief outline, that you: 

  a.  Look up, read, and discuss the texts to which I have referred. 

  b.  That you discuss the practical implications of the remarks within this outline. And 

also the ways of fulfilling these aspects of our Christian life of service unto God in the home. 

 2. May you have a blessed time at your convention. 
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