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I. Introductory Principles 

A. All of the world is the Lord’s. 

1. What is the Lord’s according to Exodus 19:15 and Psalm 24:1? 

2. What do the following verses add to the above:  Psalm 50:10; Haggai 2:8; I 

Chronicles 29:14? 

B.  Besides creation God also has the possession of man and his life. Cf. Ezekiel 18:4.   The 

reason is found in Deuteronomy 32:6. 

C. The reason is two-fold: 

1. Every man is under God and is responsible to Him.  Romans 14:12. 

2. Every man must use God’s good gifts to praise him.  I Peter 4:10. 

II. Matthew 25:30, “And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness.” 

A.  The ideas of the unprofitable servant. 

1.  This person was a servant and he never denied this fact. 

a.  What is implied in the fact that he was a servant? 

b. Remember that just to acknowledge that one is a servant and owes all to his 

Master is not enough.  Such a one can still be found to be an unprofitable servant. 

2.  He thought ill of his Master and dislikes His service. 

a.  He found no pleasure in serving God, but served only as a matter of habit or as a 

harsh obligation. 

b. If one holds the Master to be hard and expecting too much, then service will be a 

dreaded labor.  Such a one will never do his service well. 

3. He thought of himself without humility and deprecation. 

a. He came to his Master without apologies or excuses. 

b. Be aware that the verdict was the opposite of what we often pronounce upon 

ourselves. 

B. His sin 

1. He did not spend his talent on himself and in this he was “better” than those who love 

only for themselves. 

2. 2.  Nor did he waste it in wickedness as the prodigal son did in feasting and reveling. 

3. His sin was sloth, living without purpose beyond keeping up our position. 

a. Notice that not to do right is to be wicked. 

b. What is the significance of the fact that “wicked” and “slothful” are put together? 

C. His judgment was that he was condemned to outer darkness. 

1. In his heart he had been outside of God’s household, and so the lord tells him to 

remain outside. 

2. There exists an hideous maturity of hatred against God and the most horrible level of 

misery. 

III. Luke 17:10, “So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded 

you, say, We are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.” 

A. Instead of the Mater calling the servant unprofitable, the servant says it of himself. 

1. This expression comes from the heart of those who have labored fully all day. 



a. He is conscious that he is only doing his duty when he perseveres all day. 

b. He expects no admiration or thanks because he knows he deserves no reward for 

doing what he must do. 

2. He thinks little of his services, confessing that he is an unprofitable slave. 

a. This confession rebukes us when we think that we are worthy of praise. 

b. This confession rebukes us when we think we can rest from our labors at any time 

because we worked hard or long enough. 

B. Significance 

1. In what way can we profit God?  Job 22:2, 3.  How can we enrich Him to whom all 

silver and gold belongs? 

2. Whatever service we have been able to render is a matter of debt. Cf. Psalm 100:3a; I 

Cor. 6:19b, 20. 

3. Besides, in all that we have done we are unprofitable slaves because we are imperfect, 

cf. Job 4:17-21.  

4. Yet more, whatever we have done, is only because of God’s abundant grace, cf. 

Ephesians 2:10. 

IV. Matthew 25:21 gives the verdict of grace, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant:         

thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 

into the joy of the lord.” 

A. This reward is given to faithfulness. 

1. Faithfulness is dedication to God, the use of talent or talents to His glory and honor. 

2. God looks at faithfulness not at the number of talents. 

B. It is a reward of sovereign grace. 

1. It is not according to works, because it was for few things that much was given. 

2. Our good works are evidences of His grace within us and so God first gives us grace 

and then rewards us for it. 

C. What bliss is found in “Well done!” 

1. It matters little then what man has said of us in flattery or condemnations. 

2. How we shall love Him for such a gracious estimation of our cups of cold water given 

in His name. 
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