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A. The background of the book of I Samuel. 

 1. The book (read an introduction to the book; sometimes there is one in your Bible): 

 a. What period of Israel’s history does the book cover? 

 b. What are the characteristics of this period, both from an historical and a spiritual 

point of view? 

 c. Are there any indications in the first chapters of Israel’s spiritual condition at this 

time? 

 2.  The man Samuel: 

  a.  Who was Samuel’s father and what tribe was he from? I Chron. 6:22-28. 

  b.  Does Samuel’s background have any significance with respect to his unique place 

in Israel’s history? Ps. 99:6, Jer. 15:1. 

B. Hannah and Peninnah. 

 1.  Elkanah’s polygamy: 

  a. Why do you think Elkanah had two wives? 

 b. Why was not polygamy punished in the O.T.? Was the law of God different in those 

days? Luke 12:48, Matt. 19:7-9. 

  c.  Did Elkanah have the peace of God in his home while he lived in this sin? 

 2.  The relationship between Hannah and Peninnah: 

  a. What was the cause of Hannah’s grief? 

  b. How did her relationship to Peninnah add to her grief? 

 c. Is there any indication in this passage of the spiritual character of these two wives of 

Elkanah? 

  d. Why did Peninnah persecute Hannah? 

  e. What does this passage teach us about the relationship between God’s people and 

the wicked? Matt. 5:10, 11, John 15:18-21, I Peter 2:21-23. 

C. Hannah’s desire for a son. 

 1. Her barrenness: 

  a. Was barrenness a sign of God’s displeasure? Gen. 30:1, 2, II Sam. 6:16-23. 

 b. Did Hannah’s barrenness have anything to do with the spiritual condition of Israel? 

Duet. 28:4, 11, 18, Ps. 127:3. 

  c. Is barrenness still a sign of God’s displeasure? 

 2. Hannah’s prayer in the tabernacle: 

 a. How did Hannah deal with her grief? What can we learn from this? Ps. 37:5, I Peter 

2:21-23 & 5:6, 7. 

  b. What did Hannah promise if the Lord would give her a son? Judges 13:5, 7, Luke 

1:15. 

  c. Why did Hannah want a son so badly? Is. 9:6, Luke 1:31. Can we desire children for 

the same reason? 

  d. Why did Eli think she was drunken? What does this say about the spiritual condition 

of Israel? 

  e. Why did Hannah go away from the tabernacle rejoicing? 

D. Hannah’s prayer answered. 

1. The birth of Samuel: 



  a. How long after did the Lord give her a son? 

  b. What is the meaning and significance of Samuel’s name? 

  c. How and when did Hannah fulfil her vow to the Lord? 

 2. Hannah’s prayer of thanksgiving: 

  a. What is the theme of Hannah’s prayer? 

  b. Why does she speak of enemies and adversaries? 

 c. Compare her prayer with Luke 1:46-55. Is there more than an accidental similarity 

between these prayers? Explain. 
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