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Some Primary Principles 

In the previous article, we were really showing from scripture that the Word of God, 

scripture itself, is self-sufficient, self-authenticating and self-attesting. This is where we began 

because a defense of the Christian faith can be accomplished only with, out of, and on the basis 

of the scriptures and in connection with incessant study of the Bible. So, where we began was 

perfectly proper because our present series is in the interest of faithfully defending the faith and 

to attack all heresies and errors that militate against the Reformed doctrine. But this is not where 

the Bible itself begins. Scripture does not begin with itself; it begins with God. “In the beginning 

God. . .” (Gn. 1:1). This is also where our Reformed Confession begins. Its introduction, in 

Articles I and II, introduces to us the being and essential attributes of God, and then how God is 

revealed (as, namely, in the book of nature and in the book of scripture. See Ps. 19). Because we 

are dealing with Christianity, it might be assumed that the most fundamental question is, why did 

Christ come into the world? The answer, of course, would be, “to save sinners.” But that leads us 

to ask. What is sin? The answer could hardly be better put than in the words of the Westminster 

catechism, Sin is “any lack of conformity to or transgression of the Law of God.” This prompts 

us to the most fundamental question, what is God? “God is Spirit, infinite, eternal, unchangeable 

in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness and truth.” To this language of the 

Westminster catechism our Belgic Confession agrees. (Note: It is more fundamental to ask, what 

is God? than to ask, who is God? Who draws forth assertions without necessarily penetrating to 

nature or essence. What gets at nature, essence, meaning.) 

We have already seen how all thought and action must be founded on the rock of truth 

(scripture) or it will all soon enough be blown away. All our feelings, too, must be disciplined to 

stand on that rock and submit to the obedience of Christ. (They are not good, moral feelings 

which are not bound in obedience to Christ.) But now we must see, relative to the foundation of 

scripture, where it has its starting point, namely, in the doctrine of God and in the doctrine of 

creation. It is very important for us, if we are to be faithful, fearless witnesses to the gospel of 

Christ and competent defenders of the faith, that we understand this, that we realize that this 

position must undergird our consciousness. This is important for two reasons: first, because we 

must always begin with God, not man or man’s judgment; second, then see the whole universe as 

God’s creation, for all of reality is founded on that basis. Then without the doctrine of God and 

the doctrine of creation as our foundation there could be no thinking or acting in harmony with 

reality. So, this point of beginning is to us axiomatic and previous to any of our thought-structure 

and scaffolding for action out from the foundation. We would have no good news story to tell 

and no Christian or Reformed position to discuss in reasoning with men if there never had been 

any creation by God. Without this foundational starting point, we could never argue a God in 

heaven, a real, historical garden of Eden, an original human pair, a literal and natural serpent, a 

real woody plant known as the tree of knowledge of good and evil. Nor would we be able to 

discuss the realities of sin, the curse, the universal flood and the resurrection of the Son of God. 

(Note: We are very much aware in our day of the fact that apostate man and the apostate church 

have abandoned this starting-point. The result is rationalism and humanism.) 

So then, not only the scriptures and confessions are, but our thinking must be based on 

the idea of the Creator-creature relationship. For that is where all realistic thought and work have 



their roots. The Bible distinguishes the God who created and all things created by Him (Jn. 1:3). 

The creator-creature distinction (also abandoned by apostate thought) will keep us on the track of 

(facing) reality. Without it we simply derail and go reeling out into “the wild blue yonder.” This 

indispensable distinction implies God’s attribute of absolute independence. Dr. H. Bavinck tells 

us that this is the first thing scripture teaches us concerning God, that “He has a distinct 

(separate) being, a distinct ‘nature, substance, essence,’ not apart from His virtues, but revealed 

in all His virtues and perfections. He has proper names which do not pertain to any creature. 

Among all these names the name Jehovah stands out pre-eminently ...” This name designates 

Him “as the One Who Is and will be what He was that is, who remains eternally the same in 

relation to His people. He has the ground of His existence in himself. He existed before all 

things, and all things exist through Him. Ps. 90:2; I Cor. 8:6; Rev. 4:11.” (The Doctrine of God, 

142). God’s independence “is that virtue. . . according to which He is of and in and through 

himself, has the eternal ground and fountain of His being within himself, is not caused by or 

dependent on any being outside of himself, and is, therefore, the absolute, pure being who is 

perfectly self-sufficient, and has no need of any being outside of himself. In this virtue, He is 

wholly different from the creature.” (H. Hoeksema, Reformed Dogmatics, 69). God is Maker of 

heaven and earth. Then heaven and earth are the things made. The universe is not the Creator but 

the creation. The universe is not self-generating but dependent on the upholding power of its 

Maker. 

The whole creation is dependent upon the purpose, appointment, and rule of God. He has not 

given up His creation to accident or chance (Epicureanism). He has not left the creation to fly in 

its orbit on automatic pilot. (Deism and Darwin). The world, including man, his will and reason, 

were created dependent upon God, His providence and sovereign foreordination, according to 

which He plans and directs whatsoever comes to pass. The denial of this results in Pelagianism, 

the humanistic philosophy that man by his own inherent powers can save himself. “The word 

providence means that God supplies the world with what it needs.” (Bavinck). This means that 

the world is continually dependent on God for the constant supply of its needs. From moment to 

moment the creation is dependent on God’s omnipotent, omnipresent power to keep it in 

existence. So as scripture does, we distinguish the Creator from the creature; the two are not to 

be confused or identified. (Pantheism). This independent Creator, dependent creation distinction 

is integral with the Christian position. Those not holding the Christian position, do not maintain 

this distinction, but deny it one way or another, as above. If God and the creation were conceived 

as mutually dependent, this would imply the creation as having some independence. (Dualism). 

So, we must avoid,  

(1) the error which views the universe as a bouncing ball on the spinning roulette wheel of 

Fate (Islamism), also  

(2) that view in which the Creator is thought of as a man who invented a watch, wound it up, 

put it under his pillow, slept and forgot all about it (Deism); or  

(3) the view that the world is like a fast, revolving flying saucer capable of elevating itself 

and shooting off to heaven by its own internal energy system (Pelagianism); and 

(4) a sort of mish-mash blender view in which the Inventor becomes dependent upon his own 

robot which in turn must depend always on the Inventor. (Dualism). We must be aware of these 

non-Christian positions in order to stand firmly on the rock of the Christian position and from 

which impregnable fortification we may, and must, call on men to stand with Christ and us. 

In the dependent creation, the independent Creator has set the stage for making himself 

known to man. As mentioned, He did this in the book of creation and in the Book of His holy 



divine Word. It would be better, instead of distinguishing between a general revelation in nature 

and a special revelation in the inspired scripture, to say that there is a manifestation of God in 

nature, but that the revelation of God is in scripture. The one is intra-cosmic and natural; the 

other, extra-cosmic and super-natural, the two are inseparable. They are related as facts and 

interpretation of facts. The former without the latter would have no meaning. God is the Creator 

of the facts and the Interpreter of His own facts. God’s interpretation only has absolutely unique 

originality. For man to have the truth, his interpretation must so conform to God’s interpretation 

as to bear the stamp of and show the pattern of the original. 

Apostate man came to believe the devil’s lie and ever since denied his creaturehood (Gn. 

3:5). Ever since, he has claimed normalcy for everything about himself. (Prov. 30:12; Rev. 3:17). 

Therefore he assumes that he is perfectly capable of interpreting the world and all things 

satisfactorily on his own and entirely without God. Unregenerate man gropes in mental futility, 

being darkened in his understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that 

is in him, because of the hardness of his heart. (Eph. 4:17-18). Hence his interpretation of things 

is in many ways faulty, certainly sinful, and for this he is responsible. Only the regenerated man, 

thinking in terms of God’s scripture revelation, may be assured of having true knowledge. (1 

Cor. 2:9-16). 

God is sovereign and independent (Isa. 40). Man is subservient and dependent. (Ps. 

104:27-30). God’s law is a declaration of His own sovereignty and man’s moral subjection to 

Him and dependence on Him. (S. Chamock’s Attributes, II, 387). Man’s existence depends on 

God’s (Ac. 17:28); man’s knowledge is that between the authority and the obligated. The one is 

original (Rom 11:33-36), the other derived (Ps. 94:10; Prov. 16:1); the one is absolute 

comprehension of knowledge (I Jn. 3:20), the other, of necessity, is partial (I Cor. 13:9, 22). 

 

 

Suggestions for Further Study: 

1. To get an idea how that without the revelation of God in the Bible no one knows what 

“virtue” is, read the first 40 pp. of Plato’s The Republic. For the exact antithesis of this read 

Charnock’s The Attributes, II, xii, on the Goodness of God! 

2. Read chap, two in Warfield’s “The Plan of Salvation”, on Autosoterism. (Bunyan would 

personalize this term, Mr. Self-save.) 
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