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“Thou shalt not kill.” Ex. 20:13 

“Whoso sheddeth mans blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God 

made he man.” Gen. 9:6 

“And he that killeth any man shall surely be put to death.” Lev. 24:17 

“Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of witnesses: 

but one witness shall not testify against any person to cause him to die. Moreover, ye 

shall take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, which is guilty of death: but he shall 

be surely put to death.” Num. 33:30-31 

“For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of 

the power? Do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same. For he is the 

minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid, for he 

beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath 

upon him that doeth evil.” Rom. 13:3-4 

The cover story of the January 24, 1983 Time magazine is an in depth study of the Death 

Penalty question. 

On both sides of the question emotions peak and tempers spark and flare. Rational 

arguments are marshalled in support of the Death Penalty and against it. 

For years the pendulum of justice has been swinging away from the execution of the 

murderer but today it seems like it’s reached its apogee and is starting to swing the other way. 

It’s no wonder that the death penalty is opposed. Godless man in his struggle against God 

and God’s law would also oppose the Scriptural principles laid down in regard to the murderer. 

To execute a murderer is, in their words, just another murder. It’s an exercise in barbarianism 

and not an acceptable measure in a civilized society. 

With their approach to the death penalty question they take the sword power of justice 

out of the hand of those in authority. They can do this because they do not recognize that 

authority to exist. Furthermore, those who oppose the death penalty are in principle opposed to 

justice. They are not at all concerned that the penalty fit the crime nor are they led by Scriptural 

principles. The Bible, they say, does not speak to today’s world and to today’s situation. The 

directive that “whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of 

God made he man’’ is to them some literary relic of the distant and foggy past. 

It’s not important to them that man, the creature who was created in the image of God, is 

murdered and that God is thus dishonored by that vile deed. Although God, (God’s honor, God’s 

word, God’s law, and God’s justice) demands that the murderer be put to death, they refuse to 

submit to the divine directive and ordinance. Instead they ridicule, mock, scoff, and the murderer 

lives, often to be freed by sympathetic juries and judges. 

That governments were instituted by God to bear the sword power and to execute 

vengeance on the evil doer is but another ridiculous notion that arises out of the distant eons. 

What does God have to do with government anyway? Government is rather of the people, by the 

people and for the people in our democratic system. God has no part in it and thus His directives, 

if indeed He does exist, should be ignored. 

And so, wicked man in the corruption of his depravity and sin destroys the very 

foundation of all society. The fear of authority has been obliterated. The fear of justice and the 



death penalty is no longer a deterrent and the U.S. homicide rate has more than doubled in the 

last twenty years. 

God’s authority is despised and society suffers the anguish of more and more murder. 

God is not mocked. God punishes sin with more sin. 

This increase in the homicide rate has not gone unnoticed. The news media religiously 

describes in graphic language the latest homicides. The court trials become spectacles of interest 

that create headlines and sell newspapers. Fear is now a preeminent emotion that controls our 

actions as never before. No one in his right mind, especially if he were white, would be foolish 

enough to drive through a black ghetto during the night. That would be like taking your life in 

your hands. Hardened criminals are gently tapped on the knuckles and released back into society 

or else freed because of a technicality. And the crime rates keep going up. 

Our criminal justice system is on the rocks of anarchy and the shoals of chaos and 

suddenly people are becoming concerned—even alarmed. 

That concern is a purely selfish and self-centered concern. We might be next. Before that 

happens let’s demonstrate our resolve and execute a few on Death Row. So a Gallup poll taken 

last fall indicated that 72% of Americans now favor capital punishment. According to William 

Bailey, a Cleveland State University sociologist as quoted by Time magazine, “People are 

frightened and upset by crime in the street. Nothing seems to be done to solve the problem, so 

the feeling grows that if we can’t cure murderers, something we can do is kill them.’’ 

As the pendulum begins its downward swing again, the number of executions will 

probably grow. 

The desire for the death penalty, however, is not properly motivated. It is not rooted in a 

desire that God’s name is vindicated and that His law was correct all along. God is not in their 

thoughts. The arguments given in favor of the death penalty are not based on Scriptural 

principles. They are instead rationalistic and humanistic in nature. Man’s wisdom is sought while 

true Godly wisdom is ignored. 

Polls are conducted to discover the feelings of the people. Psychologists and sociologists 

are consulted and statistics are generated to show the dire need to execute killers again. But Peter 

describes them as “. . .wells without water, clouds that are carried with a tempest; to whom the 

mist of darkness is reserved for ever.’’ II Peter 2:17 

They have forsaken God’s law. They despise His Word. Their efforts to control the 

murderer apart from Godly principles is and will be an effort in futility. They are unable to 

escape from the morass they themselves have created. 

As the day of the man of sin approaches, iniquity shall more and more abound and the 

foolishness of human wisdom will become more and more evident. 

The death penalty should be used to execute murderers because God says “he that killeth 

any man shall surely be put to death.’’ Lev. 24:17. Whether the death penalty is a deterrent to 

other would-be murderers is a moot question. God says “by man shall his blood be shed.’’ 

Execution of murderers in obedience to God ordained ordinances in honor of His Sovereign 

Majesty will have the desired effect. 

God ordained governments need not fear to use the sword power they have been given. 

When they use the death penalty, no matter what form is used, they are “. . .the minister of God, 

a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.’’ Rom. 13:4 When they refuse to use the 

sword power given to them they will be accountable before the Judge of judges, the Supreme 

Ruler of heaven and earth. 

As lawlessness and injustice increases in the world around us and its cup of iniquity is 



filled let us look to the hills from whence cometh our help. Let us cast our longing eyes on high 

to our eternal home and pray that our Lord Jesus Christ will return quickly on the clouds of 

heaven to deliver us from this sinful chaotic world in which we live. 
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