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Blessed young people shall we consider our duty of admonishing one another using 

Scripture as our guide? What does it exhort us to do? 

Paul exhorted the church of Thessalonica to admonish one another. II Thessalonians 

3:13-15: “But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. And if any man obey not our word by 

this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet count 

him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.” 

As we begin to look at our responsibility of admonishing, may we first consider who we 

are in order to gain the proper perspective of ourselves. We are all sinners, guilty of eternal 

damnation in need of the Redeemer. May we know that by nature we are Phariseeistic and given 

to exalting ourselves above our fellow brethren. To find fault comes very easy. Does this mean 

then, that we cannot admonish because we are no better than our brother? Let us look at the 

reason for admonishing. Matthew 18:15 “Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go 

and tell him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 

brother.” Gained thy brother! God has used you as a means of causing a sinner to confess his sin 

before our Just and Holy God. This is no small matter. God’s name may never be blasphemed by 

one of us walking in ways of sin, unrepented. 

Therefore, because we earnestly love our brother we must admonish and thereby gain 

him. Admonishing is very difficult and does not come easy. It is so convenient to look the other 

way when a brother or sister in the Lord walks in the way of sin. So often we know of wrong-

doing amongst ourselves, but we wash our hands of the duty of admonishing by convincing 

ourselves that it is only hearsay and we can't act on gossip, or let the family or church handle 

these matters. We are the church and when one member suffers the whole body suffers. If we do 

not admonish we become spiritually insensitive to sin and become spiritually weaker ourselves 

by becoming tolerant. Sin is not isolated only to the person committing it, but has its effects on 

all of us. 

We must truly care for one another as we do a loved one very dear to our heart. We must 

pursue each other’s spiritual interest and try to gain a brother for God’s sake. May we understand 

clearly that God’s honor may not be transgressed. So often we are concerned with man. We 

wonder how the sin will affect the family, or his job, whether or not it will be embarrassing, what 

will his parents say? Let us concern ourselves with Almighty God’s honor and glory! Have we 

trespassed against Him? Is God mocked by our open unrepented sins? Do we give occasion for 

the world to scoff and cry, “Hypocrites?” Can the world say they confess God, but live in 

unrepented sins, so much for their confession of straight and narrow and sorrow for sin. 

Young people let us look at ourselves and see the lack of admonishing in our midst. I 

know it is difficult. At times we may be laughed at or even given a label of being a ‘1200 

percenter.”  But if we come confessing our own sinfulness, confessing earnestly that except by 

God’s grace, we too would be walking in the same sin and confess our own need of help in the 

future, it will come easier. 

Let us remember always that we stumble uphill to the cross, arm and arm, shoulder to 

shoulder, helping one another. When one of us becomes weary, strays and stumbles for a time, in 

need of a guiding hand and an encouraging word, when one is stronger for a time he must help, 

knowing he will need help soon himself. 



This is one reason why we must remain members of the organized church, the body of 

believers here on this earth. We cannot experience God’s bountiful grace through fellowship and 

admonishing of the saints if we leave the church and become religious islands to ourselves. The 

three marks of the true church cannot be exercised (preaching, Christian discipline and 

administering of the sacraments) when you are alone, apart from fellow believers. 

Admonishing one another is usually seen from the negative point of view, warning 

someone that he or she is walking in ways of sin. Now let us look at the very positive viewpoint 

of encouraging each other to partake of the many spiritual activities available to us. Attending 

the preaching of the Word of God each Lord’s Day gives the child of God a desire to know more 

of his Savior and God. This is the reason we have societies, discussion groups, singspirations and 

lectures. We desire to sing praise to our Lord and King and discuss among ourselves Scriptural 

truths that apply to our pilgrimage in this life. It is with godly joy and pleasure that we 

fellowship one with the other. We are uplifted and our burdens made lighter, sharing the 

knowledge of God. We get to know one another’s weaknesses and can encourage our fellow 

saints to that end. We all need encouragement to attend these various spiritual functions. 

Personally, we know that by nature we struggle with spiritual laziness and our own man of sin 

interferes with our desires of things heavenly. 

Physical exercise comes much easier than spiritual exercise. That is why it isn't as 

difficult to engage in all our sports and various hobbies as it is to study God’s word. We 

naturally crave things earthly and hate to labor with things of the Kingdom. It is for this reason 

that we must admonish and encourage the fellow brother and sister in Christ. Romans 15:14 

“And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled 

with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.” 

And in Gal. 6:1, 2 “Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, 

restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. Bear 

ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. ’' 

In ourselves we do not have the discipline to honor the Lord God in all things. If we look 

within ourselves or to others for the desire to worship God as He has been revealed in His word, 

we will never find it. The Holy Spirit instills within us a new heart which causes us to serve God 

aright. 

Admonishing is only a means to gain the brother. God turns the sinner’s heart, the Holy 

Spirit through our conscience causes us to confess and repent before the Lord. 

Let us all make a concerted effort to care for one another’s spiritual welfare. May we 

search our own hearts and know that we are spiritually weak and in need of our Redeemer, the 

Worthy Lamb who was slain for our sakes. Shall we all examine ourselves, confess our sins, 

acknowledge the need and welcome the help of the brother and sister for Christ’s sake. Hebrews 

13:1 “Let brotherly love continue.” 
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