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Therefore, everyone who hears these My Words and does them shall be compared to a 

wise man who built his house upon the rock. And the rain descended and the rivers came, and 

the winds blew, and fell upon that house, and it did not fall; for it had been founded upon the 

rock. 

And everyone hearing these My Words and not doing them shall be compared to a foolish 

man who built his house upon the sand. And the rain descended, and the rivers came, and the 

winds blew and struck against that house, and it fell, and great was its fall. 

(Mt. 7:24-27, -Translation: RCH). 

 

In this part of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus had warned against: 1. the false way (7: 13- 

14), 2. the false prophets (1 5-20), 3. a false profession (21-23), and 4. the false foundation (24-

27). In this last passage, we have the parable of the two foundations. The "saying" or "My 

words" are "the testimony of Jesus," the truth, the Word of God on. 8:46f). The wise man is the 

Christian, the foolish man is the natural man. The house is a man's life. The cascading rain, 

whelming rivers and stormy winds smashing against the house represent the event of death. The 

rock is God (Duet. 32: 15, 18; Psalm. 18:2; Isa. 17: 10) in the person of Christ (I Cor. 10:4; 

3:11). The sand represents whatever is not Christ's word, not "His doctrine" (teaching, v. 28). 

The doing or not doing of Christ's words is the acting or not acting on His word. The immediate 

effect of this sermon on the mount was that they were amazed at His teaching (v. 28). The root 

meaning of "amazed" is that they "struck out." They were amazed, so to speak, that three strikes 

were called on them before they knew what happened. They were weighed in the balances and 

found wanting. They were overwhelmed with admiration for Christ's teaching, but would not do 

His words. But only he is a Christian who does what Christ tells him!  

A man's house is his castle. His castle will be a real defense if built on the rock. If we 

view a wise man's house built on the rock as the Christian's defense of his Christian position, 

then the foolish man's house built on the sand would imply that the natural man has no defense 

for his humanistic position. For "all other ground is sinking sand." The Bible uses the term 

defense often. Paul defended his position as a Jew newly converted to Christ. "Hear ye my 

defense", he had said, stating his case before the Jerusalem mob (Acts 22:1-23). He defended his 

civil rights as a Roman citizen before the chief captain (captain of thousand men; v. 34-30). 

Before the Sanhedrin he defended his faith in the resurrection of the dead (23: 1- 10). The Lord 

himself had made His defense of His own divine Person and His claims before this same 

Sanhedrin (Lk. 22:66-71). Peter and John, before this highest Jewish court, defended the gospel 

of Christ crucified and risen, and their calling by a much higher Court to preach it (4: 5 -22). The 

whole apostolate so defended the name, cause and doctrine of Christ before the Sanhedrin that 

once again it was forced to adjudicate the claims of Christ and of His Church (5: 2 1-40). 

Stephen too, a great Christian apologetic (expert defender of the Faith) in the apostolic church, 

accused of threatening changes in Israel's customs, defended himself before this same body on 

the ground that the Old Testament church underwent repeated changes through the ages from 

Abraham to Solomon (6:12-7:53). Then Paul made his defense before Felix, arguing his 

innocence of the Jews' charges, taking his stand on the Law, the Prophets and, again, on the 



doctrine of the resurrection (24: l0-23). He made his defense before Festus (25:8-12, here he was 

given opportunity to answer for himself, that is, argue in self-defense, v. 16), then before King 

Agrippa I1 (26: 1-32), arguing his faith in the Jews' doctrine of the resurrection and in the Old 

Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah. Finally, Paul made his defense before the chief of 

the Jews at Rome (28: 17-28), expounding and proving Christ's messianic doctrine.  

Paul had defended and vindicated his apostleship (My answer = my defense, I Cor. 9:3). 

Godly sorrow and repentance on the part of believers results in “clearing of yourselves”, literally, 

in apologia, defense (I1 Cor. 7:11). The church which shows no repentance has no defense 

against just charges of sin. Paul testified that he was set (appointed) for the defense of the gospel 

(Phil. 1:7,17). He was the great defender of and contender for the faith! Peter exhorts us "to be 

ready always to give an answer (to make a defense) to every man that asketh you a reason of the 

hope that is in you, with meekness and fear" (I Pet. 3:15).  

In these passages we have the word (Gk. apologia) apology, which, we've seen, does not 

have the newer sense of the word, namely, "an excuse; something said or written in defense or 

extenuation of what. . .is not perfectly justifiable. . .but which the apologist deems to be right. " 

(Webster, First Ed.). Also this newer sense of the word is illustrated in Funk and Wagnall’s, as 

follows: "the tone of an apology is always a tone of weakness and does injury to a good cause."-

Jowett, 1864. This sense of the word, as we have demonstrated, does not at all apply to the New 

Testament usage. That usage is more in harmony with the old sense of the word: "a valiant 

defense - as in Justin Martyr's Apologies for the Christian faith." (F. & W. Dic.). These apologies 

were arguments in defense of Christianity against the charges of the heathen and the attacks of 

the Jews. In these days, a sermon or a lecture in our churches on the Bible of necessity would be 

of an apologetical nature (apologetical in the more theological sense of the word). In such a 

discourse a defense of the Bible is certainly presented. Our defense (house, bastion) of the whole 

truth of scripture is based on the rock of Christ and His words. Then our fortifications, we may 

be confident, are impregnable.  

This rock foundation must be the basis of every sphere of our lives. We must be 

conscious of this in thought, speech and work. As Christians, our thought is antithetical to the 

thought of the natural man. As already shown, his thoughts are atheistical, and, to God, an 

abomination (Ps. 10:4: Prov. 15:23). So the Christian's speech is antithetical to the speech of the 

man of the world. His is characterized at best as "excellency of speech. . .with enticing words of 

man's wisdom" (I Cor. 2: 1, 4). His words are iniquity (Ps. 36:3). The Christian must learn to use 

"great plainness of speech" (I1 Cor. 3:12), and "sound speech that cannot be condemned" (Tit. 

2:8). The words of the wise are gracious (Eccl. 10: 12: Col. 4:6). The works of the regenerate are 

antithetical to the works of the unregenerate. Their works are abominable (Ps. 14:1). wicked 

(Col. 1:21) and nothing (Isa. 41:29). Our works in Christ and by grace are principally good (Mt. 

5: 16).  

Going into the vocation of the farmer is not to go into a neutral area. For scripture tells us 

that "the plowing of the wicked is sin" (Prov. 2 1:4, KJV). it is his duty to plow the soil (Gn. 

3:19), yet the way he performs this duty is a sin. For he does not do it with the right motive-faith 

(Rom. 14:23b), nor according to the right standard-scripture (Isa. 8:20), nor according to the 

highest goal-the glory of God (I Cor. 10: 3 1; Heidelberg Catechism, Q & A 91). Plowing in this 

sense of a truly good work, is a religious action. The Christian plowman acknowledges so very 

much God as Creator of the soil, sun, rain, etc.; these things as His creatures; he himself a 

creature; that it is the Creator who gives the increase; and that his skill as a farmer is from the 

Lord his God (Isa. 28:26). But the wicked plows as though God does not exist, without any 



regard to Him. The act of plowing is in itself good (Gn. 3: 19; Isa. 28: 24-26), but as the wicked 

performs the act it is sin, ungodliness, since in his doing of it he puts God out of His own world. 

So "his eating as well as his gluttony, his drinking as well as his drunkenness. . .are. . .sins. (Bp. 

Hopkins). When he prays, his prayer is an abomination (Prov. 28:9; whereas the prayer of the 

upright is His delight, Prov. 15:8). When he neglects to pray, that is wicked pride (Ps. 10:4). 

Whatever he does, he can only sin. Yet he is responsible for his sin. To die is to go into 

everlasting punishment (Mt. 25:41-46). To live in unregeneracy is worse. for he only daily heaps 

up wrath against the day of wrath (Rom. 2: 5). His only hope is in the new birth (Jn. 3:3, 5, 7). 

Even the preaching of the natural man is hypocritical (Rom. 2:21); it is mere humanism (I Cor. 

2:4), is false doctrine (I Cor. 15:12) and is accursed (Gal. 1 :8). 

You see, then, how the Bible must undergird every segment of your lives; how it must 

permeate thought, word and work. Otherwise, we stumble in the dark, full of doubts and 

surmises. With God's revealed will (the Bible), His directive counsel. we have certainty and our 

path is plain (Ps. 119:105). Build on the Bible, the Word of God, or you build on sinking sand! 

The Bible is our defense and is also that which we defend. Therefore, we set our defense on the  

Bible itself, and not the Bible on our defense. The Bible can never be made to rest on a 

foundation of philosophy, human reason or rationalistic argument. The Bible (the Christian 

Faith) can never be made to rest on a foundation of our own verifications (as in archaeological or 

existence-for-God arguments) of its truths. It will never work to try to balance the thick 

foundation slab on the sharp peak of the steeply slanted roof of our house.  

In the battle for the truth the Lord himself has already set the battle in array. We 

believers, trained in His Word, and so, to a degree, in handling God's own weapons of defense 

and offense, are good soldiers of Jesus Christ. We are ready to fight for the truth, but must enter 

the conflict according to the King's strategy. That is all laid out for us in the Bible.  

 

Suggestions for Further Study: 

1. Read Arthur W. Pink, "The Sermon on the Mount," comment on Matt. 7.  

2. Read the doctrine of the trinity in Calvin's Institutes, Bk. I, chap. 13.  

3. Read B. B. Warfield's The Plan of Salvation, Chap. 1; The Differing Conceptions. 
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